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PREFACE 

This thesis consists mainly of two parts: one 

is the analysis of Rudolf Bult1:1ann 1 s New· Testament 

theology and the other · e, critique in tr.:.e light of Reformed 

theology. 

The first chapter 1s introductGry showing Bultman.~•s 

importance e..nd influence, particularly in Gerr.i..a.ny anc!. in 

A .. merica. Che..pters II- IV arc an analysis of Bul tmaj,1.n I s 

books, Theology of the !-:ew Teetament ( 2 vols) and his 

article 11 New Testament and Mythology 11 in the bcok,Kerygma 

and M.,vth. The critique is divided into two sections, one 

on Bultmann 1 s reconstruction, criticizing Lis form-criticism 

and rnythologica.l vie·w of' the New Testament. The other par-t 

is devoted to the criticism of Bultmann's ex1s~ent1~1 inter­

pretation in the light of orthodox Biblical interpretation 

and. Reformed theology. 

While writing thi.s thesis I hP~ve realized very keenly 

the importance of knowing Bultmann's theology, particularly 

since e.n increasing number of articles and books on Bultmann 

are appearing these ~ays, as more attention is being paid 

to him .. 

My deep appreciation is due to Dr. R.Allan Killen 

for his class lectures and his suggestions and corrections 

't·,ith regard. to my thesis. It is through his kindness that 



': 
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I was a.ble to accompli~h it. I would al.so like to e.xp:r·ess 

m.;y· 1..'G=, l"'ill appreciation to Dr. J .Oliire::r Bus1·:ell, Jr. 
1 

Dr. R. 

Laird Harris, and Dr-. l•lilb-e-:r- Wall.i.S<:: for what I learned 

in their classes this semester. They have contributed 

many insights which I b!:;,ve be~n a-ole to use in anS"wering 

Bultmann's mi.sin t erpi-•ete, tion New Testa.m.ent, 
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BULTI-'lANl-T I S WOP.KS .A1':D HIS FOSITION 

1 •. Bultmann.' s · life and his 1.-.,orlr.s. 

Rud.elf KG.rl B-ul tr;_e.r1n was born on Aug'..l.st 20th, 

1 88-l~, e. t Wief.el stede, Ole.ens burg , Gerrnc:1.1!.y , e...nd v1as e~ 1'Ie:r:.­

ber of a. mir~ister's family. He stt.~c.ied. at the U:-:iiversities 

of Tubinsen, Berlin, e.nd z,;Is.rburt::~ After a short ti~e ·of 

teaching e.t the Universities of Bresla.u e.~d Giessen, he 

·was re6 ister9d as a pri ve.te teacher at t he University of 

I~erbur3> and he became professor of 1'Te1.:·1 Testament a.s a 

successor to Heitmuller j_::i 1921 at t.he Univ~-:cE.ity of· £-'!a:r-

R1.,1.dolf Bul trn.ann is now seventy-two years oJ.ci . He 

W-as already retired from :the University six Jee.rs aco, ; ~"l 

1951, and is now professor ~meritus. H2 lives in a Lill­

side ville. overlook inrr the . ....., 

his book cr2.mrr:ea. study or 1im:Jir:.0 · throu&,. h is 5rour..d.s ·.-1i th 

b,is wife and. de.u5hter. 11 Ee does i1.o t look lil:::e ," Time re­

ports, 11 an inte llectue,l to1,..nado, cut in Gc·rmany ·where 

ideas a.re ap t to d.eton2.te like buzz bombs, s endin.; e.hock 

waves throut3-ri university f2.cul ties, students , c~fes anc. 

ec. i to rial i·oom.s, t !':e i d.ee.s of Ruc.olf Bu.l t~e.n.n ::.s.. ve se t off 

& major furor. 2:n i.,,.,e...,,..ic!:>r. s :~mine.ri':?s Rudolf Bult!!J.a!Ln , the 

L,, -L,·,,,., er"' ·n i C, be C, t ·_!T_, '_n_o ,.•,r,-,_ 2. s 
',. ., l- '-•• J '-' 0 J.C -· one of t he founders of the For~ -

cr·iticism, the widel y o.cceiJt'3d rr:e t hcd cf e.ne.lyzins t b.e 
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Bible in te~m.s of the forms _ homilies, dida.ctic methods, 

and story-telling devices - used by those who wrote dovm. 
1 

and compilec.. the Gospels. 11 Back in 1941 Professor Rudolf 

Bul tm.ar,..n, then in the cha_ir of New Testa.rr:.ent studies at 

the University of i"larbu.rg~ :published an article, "New 

Teste.ment and ?{ythology 11
, in Kittle, since then that has 

grovm into continental theology's biggest controversy and 

coined its most disputec. -._,.;0rd 11 J; .-3mytholo5zation. 11 

B-t.~.:.. tme,!L.vi 1s the author of ma.r::: i!!!portant works on 

various subjects, some of w:::i_ich have stimu.la.ted worlo.-1vide 

interest and discussion. iurron; them are: 

Der Po~rif'f ,'lAY' o.r::>.:oe,, br.:,·('t'"nr.· "'m j·.:euen 'T1ost~ ..-:-:-~nt .:-,,· . .., :- "' -==-- ~ 1. J. -- · ~ ... - .<...;. ... 1,l_-=-.:.; - · __ .._, · u C'._ ,# , 

· Tubin5en, 1928. 
Die Geschichte d.er Svnonti schen Tr.adi tion, 

- -· 2te~ Aufl., 1931. 
Gl a.nben v.nd Ve rst2hen, 1933 
Jesus (J.esus_ a.nd the _ t~lord), New York: Charles 

Scribner's Sons, 1934. 
De.s EvanR:elium des Jche.ri..nes, 1941 (2nd ed., 1950). 
D2.s -Urchriste:~1tumim Eahmen_ der P..ntiken Rs+.i~ion~ip., 

· 1941 • 
Theolord.e des Net:.8n Teste.ments, Etutt3art, 1947. 
Th<:?olo s:z.v of the Ne1.·r Testament, ·New York: Scr:lbner' s 

- ... -- ----- - 2 Vo 1 s. , 1 95 1 & 1 95 5 • 
11 New Teste.ment and ~~ytholog~11 Kery.~a. and Myth, 

· ed. by H. \·I. Bar.tsch, 
trans. by R.H. Fuller. 
London: S.P.C~K.,1954. 

Es sc-.y~ - Dhilo so·ohical .. .£Pd theolon;ic2.l_, 
New York: I11~ac!!!illan, 1955. 

Pri !!!.l t..i ve Ch ri sti2,ni tv in __ t ts .. Conte:rruorary Set tins, 
:r;-:- 0 1 -r Yo·('k • Li vi ·nn- '' ,,.e 1 050,,.. •,;;;:, n - - • - -- 6 ..l...:::, , ✓ • 

He is e.lso the autnor of several of the most important 

2.rticles in Kittle' s Theol o <!'.isches \•forterbuc:i Zum tieuen 

l 
Time, September 24, 1956, p. 56. 
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series of' m.c.no2:ra1..~hs on EF:,lic s.l s 1..1b J 6C ts-- -publis['..ad. as 

sepa.r·a.te books---e.nd ec..itor o :·.' t r::.e t~eolo :_:ieal ~o'..l~!'!:::.J . ., 

2. B, · 7 t m !:'-Y-, n ! ~ '' o"' i ;- i ,-., r . 
~- - ·--"""""""-- .... J:' - - ~ -\-' --

Bul tmar...11 taught at "!;he U11.i v e ·-:-, ,3 it y 

in. field of' Eei-; IJ.."esta.rn.ent until 19.;l., 

~t,-r_-e .1.""'re>0v -'-n' ; -nl{i -r1,.- .:....('~ ,~-it··'on o·"' -'-h-- u ·-- -- ~-' L,_ '- "·· · ,j_ -- ..l 1., __ c; 

r- a c.5. cal-critic al Ge.r.i:a.en 2 ible 

spective ways. 

The .history o.f :Sible critic i si:n 5. n Gerrnori:J ho.z 

c.iff er-sr.:. t 9b.G..se 2. 

tL.:e of the in t he "" i · ·h +- e •-• 0 ·1+- ;-. '-'- .:._ ., .. .,..\, •..-J. V - .. 

t.he 

.ciut 

j_t 1-rn.s onl:r later U::.a t we f ind t ~:.a ez:istence o :··· Darticu l&r 

wi:::.:ich the pr-inci.p le thou_:;_;hts of t !2e ar2lij:! tan!:.~e.nt 2.n 

i ·,y !'', 1 · -
---·· ..I.. ) . 

enced J.:L:::eral 
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Bult.r;1ann is a 1-rnll-3.::no-:.-.ri.: 

;,,...,. 

poincer the so-called 

Eis 

of 

the period bat~3en 

sc!~olarshi·_'"' is to re~st ~·o1~_:s_n_ -'-'J., ..... '"'r., ... .. ,..~ .., ,,,_,a 
t-J - - v . ,, ~ \,,,, ,J o-•.1. c;.,;.. ~~!. '-- :.::aka it 

theologia.i1.s of nos tl''ich-lil.::e 'beh1=:..viour. n In bis opinio:..:i. 

~- he "-h.:-01 o r:: i c ·:1.s ar'· c ,.."";-. "-;:,. ··1;. to ,,e i~ e"'t .._1-,,.,, -..., r•- l, _ _ ~ - c,-"-"'·- - -U - -V-.l. u _ 1.- C.. L.·-- -

of I'irs t 

of both Je1-rish C:.poc E.. l y:,) tic a n.d. F.eJ.lonist:c 3!!ostic 

to .m m1. 11. ur t ;,;.re cl 

on 

is reiected alon? with t h e " ~ 

B~-., t ,·.1 ,:i Y" ;"l ..... v ,,'!7 r: .,_L.,he.,,., ,.,. _ 
.,, ... _ .a. . .. ........:.J..:._ • -..J - · - .. . , - - _,_ -

co0.-~serve t he 

tr..e onl): i•:::,y is to 1 :Se r::ythclcc; ize I i:t •••• IJ:l i::.e liberal 

2 
:· ... r , - r 
,._; • .L" • - . ..... . 
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'P.u.1.."' t,r1l"' Tl T_• ..... ,..,onoc· - ,·, ~-n - - ~.-.1.-.L. ,iJ ..!.. • ~ 0 .:; ..;. c;.._.!, 

i nter~reted not ~csruologically, 

of· 1nan ' s 

, t b , . . ' ou eyonQ it •••. , nence the 

1J1.1t 

me"'+ n :-nr.:..n t' m,,·th o"'! oe ':r l .; e c:, _n_o~v·· i ...,.. .; .... s 
..L u V c.;....:..)J,V...... --J -- - ,e, . ., --L \w --'-.L - V 

j_ t 

pe.rable to the bodJshell a: ~arl 

L"'l te rms of' 

....,,,,.,,.,..J . ..,"e ,..,f' +1-e .:_J~ .:.. _ .... .., ...,,_ vl..-

:L.:·11fl.~; G ~~:r ~: · . .it ir1 tlJ.e 
3 

er:. s 1:-\r:1.n.=; s. n This 

Ro.mr~.i.S L 1. 1912 . No one ccn c6r~e~ wi t h t h e nroble c of 

Comu11L.1.icE.ti -:.,n <.:a:·.:. afford. 
l , 
'+ 

for, as l .. , ..., -- .. .. . . ..... ....... .. .,.. L , . .r•.::;.L .r ... c.u.., ~, 

senc..j_nf: sc.hoclc waves t h.r•oiJ.g~1 all i.r.!.-c~lli s ent ::7eo·)~.e . 

Eultms.nn e.s one of t .l:e i.3 a.rth~_s r:. s <ln.:; ::: &.:ys : 

o n e o 'f: Ear-th I s 

...., . . ' 1 -3.,v i c.en i:: y, 

10,11. 

r' I' - ,..... 
✓ ...... . 

classes 

81C. 



f. 

r: ~ •:I : ···- .L-· c--. ~ ... - c;.. ·"-•• "" l-

of' 

it 8::.: i ve uniqueness of Go d. an:". 

tics, 

E-.s.rt.h.--one of the v ery .f e1.-.r lon6 a ::.:d 

~ ""S of' p ar+h f S t h-::.o7 o :.r,r ...,v - ·-' '--' - - - -\J - Cu 

connect ion with Ear'Gl1.1 s to e,. ay in moc' 6rn 

theolo c;v 
'-'V 

Fn l .... l, ··,-a·· r ·-r:~,.., c-e 
·- ,.,l - · - -·· , • _J...., - . 

zation' of t l:.e ~1:e·.-.r rr'e:::tamer~t ~1:-.s occb.Eione ci sc r,1uc1'1 c.5.:::-

It 1-:o'J.lc. do'.i..½tless t !: e.:.:-·e.for-e 

of' t teolo:-.ica}. 5-l')_ts r est. :i 

/ 
c-

.. . 7 cr::'n 
- .1 .., .J , 
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the co x!preh0::1sive tt e olo;:::icaJ. 

rp ; 7 7 i· ,-,'n ho· 10 •~e ·;-. .res/:;·r•a"s 
- -. - - • ....,. - : ~ • •• .._, V -· , ~ -• i:,L'.l ti.11c::G..1.n in liie SJsterr..&.tie 

theolor.;-v, 
'-'" 

Pa.rt 

l :U:. "c2.e ai."tic le of 

of' the He::·! Testa::r.:.ei.·.i.t 1 ••• }~ as &.pp5ar·ecl a.Y.!.d is tc.e .:i1ost 

,_.....,o, 0 ,...: Z ai· -i o v• • 
U..t..l j_ t:':: .J,_ V ...L. _.!.! . 

Test aruei1 t , 

a lJ. d. i. s cuss io.o. 

..... 

in 

in tl-:e i-T ~-..-J 

t l"le re s u lt 

·,,r i::i.o r."! you 

Tt.cr•~i'ore , we can reG'.lize 

ij 
~ 

I 
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Tb.e ir,.i.port a:nce of 0 ul trn.an.:..'1. ts 

because 

theological tho'.1-Ght. 

u St::.11 

·we must earn .:stly reckon 1:Jith nos s :Lb 2. l i t:,1-- ' 
t:1 C:. t t:1::i S 

Of' tb e tT-r.:::.·✓,-'- i e ti. ~ =-·r1 -'-ur·,,. ~ u-:!-'-- .I ~ V ,._. __ I., - '· - _. t;; __ l., , ,J J .~ l, 

tic ar10. id.aalistic t:-1eolocical 

o:f Existential 

of the vie:.·J of lir e hald by rna:'1.y in our tin1e. The fa.ct 

le1~t 

while tc eive attention. to Bultr,1a_'l1.r, eve::1 in a Hic~E;r con.-

sic.eration than that of +:-,e. ci-,.•cl"' of' th-=>ol o ,·.-~ ..,.,..,s V.J--"'- _ _._ .._, .:_ >--V _. .. ,_
1

..J..c.l.J..•~ • BD.lt-

ma::El rs tl:eolosy is f' 0 ,..,. t ]" ,·., o ~ '' o_ u . .1. . ~, .. .., .> ..!...:.l 

f 2.ct that he wor~i:s both i!! the real:i": of 1~:0:3. ern. life and 

also i:c1 tbe terr i to::::·y 't·-ihere Philo sc·ohic a l a_:;:ij_ the olorr ic a.l - .. - .._,_,. 

tratitions find their focus. He eoes t~is with ezception-
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t.ha-;:; c a:.rr1.ot c e f'r-ee thinl-:ers 

receive in E ul trr..ar.,_D_ ' s 

e.11.c. ,:-:ires c.·,:it~ f·r-:::::.e f-!-,i·:'1 1.,i;,•,- ; -,.-, ,, ._.., ,., ,.:;;.-. . - , ·r-:,.,r ~-.-. r.-..-. r-.,~tnti ..... ..,-- -- - - ..._, .._, _______ --b -·- c. - c;..., .., ___ \.,,G. ._ ..... v .• ~-· ... 1,,,,,.,....:,\:,;,_!, C . .,1_ ,.J_!. 

Yarl 

·, ·'- tr A r,.... n r;•O~ w:..h ,...t ,., Q __ t.., ·:.- - · ... c:... ..... ..._,v .... l.,_ .... c_, c". 

i ,91 ~, ... s .... e >11 i ·• t'h-:,. 1,a~"s of' .B, ,7.;.(,''~'"Y-• 's thAQ1Q':"'I:" ~ 0-,d _c -- '-"v l, ....... .,_;:, .. 1...::: ..._, __ ".) .'.'- ..z... i..., __ u_u. .... ...i.--- ., _ _, _ ::.:..c1 G...-- t. 

n~j_s · associc..t5.on 1.-.r.:tth E:-ci.stel"!tL~.lisrr., however, hG.s, .for' 
10 

of 

_, . t .. 1· c.:.,,X:)_S ,el'~.'Cla lS!:1. !-Ie is 

f' ; ,.,. ,u_,-, r-, .•L ,-, 
- ··u .Jo.'-' • --

t ]-. <'1 c.. e"'7 e1 o r n,,,. ·,-.t J .. -V ' V -• ..,..1•1.-.v--

~--roY' 1.:, i,t1 t Fe 1· ..:i r-> c.· :::·er-.... - ... , .....,, - ·-- '-....' . .,,,'-'(_} - j_s one of 

the· .1:2..in points of c ents.ct of the ~-Je-:-r a:."':.d CJ:.::. :1;zistenti2.l-

is~ with theology proper. 

the i:'lfl 'J.enc e 
' . , 

1·T.t.".1.:. C ': B2.r·th seeks to 

9 
TJ.~.:l .. !~1·:srs oI" o :.J_r 

it ---)_l:. a.r.:. =~ i }_ 1 s:141 I.r: 

p . 20. 
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of the .?,:'.lei. his is 

critics of Rud.elf Eultm2.ri..n c.etsct b8t.ind hi~ E1.tte1;1:pt s 

to ccmcir.:.e 

nearest to Hei~es ger anC ~or~ows most-assistsnce in his 

e xposi ticn of the Cl!.ristian ste,nc. ...... poin t fr-om Eei6.e5f;er is 

Ruc~olf Bul t n:a::.-~.11. 

oloe-;y differs from. philosophy b;:,r occupy :S..nE; itself 1.·ri t:h 

' l . . ' . t oe:_ 2..evin~=.", L: Ul!1a.n ex i s ence. 

olo.;ice.1 presu:9poei t io:r:.c , bclievinc tr_a.t e. ~) r e -theolo2'.ice..l 

philosophie:a.l ontclccy must seek for the cor.:.cept.s 1.'l:~1.ch 

',·rill ;.~xpre ss the beir!.5 of hur,1 a.11 existence, as :fe.r· as pos-

e.it•le , i,-rith neutr·8.l concer-.i:: for t he ne.tu.r·s of t!::-e ob~ect 

or thine itself. 
II 1 2 

11 Tl:e first ·· 

consic.ers 

He i c.ei:·r. .. er' s c:.:2al •.rs:. s cf '1....maut~1.er. tic exi i:: t c :r: c e ' in rele, tic::: 
'--· ._, C,I 

tc P,,7 tr,~-c-,, ·n IS 0 '~T'QSi tiO.,... Of' .;...J 1,,.,.,._ --C-~-- ....,_. ... - . - ~~ - t t.e 

on ' man without fait~'. The secor:d ~-,2.rt is con cerned. 

,,1i tl.., Feid e0"~er ' s i dea c-P e;r. 'auther...ti c e :z i sterce' in re-
• - - -- - - '-.JC..; - --

s ays, 

u::.!.d.e-rs te,n.c.s t t.e t er·n:. so~_e. 2 .. s ---
11 J -e.me s ..:::ro1-m , 

-
"1,r,,.,,._~_-," Voy,1, • i\.l'.'.-, r>mi 7 l n,, ,;;;::; - ---- · . .. , .... _,,. .. ____ c:;.. __ , 

12 
I b i d ., P. 103. 
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CC• n C ,-.·.·.J· 't,- I?·,', ,, c: A .; ·!' ' 11 
-- ......,,.t - <..:-.. ---4 ... 

of e)'.:istei:co i~::. the s Emse 

• • ' H . -J.n w.i:.,i c n .. .!.e J. c.e c:· ,;_(er ex.:, ounc.s ~-- -

1 ,, 
-, 

it.i: 

that theolog:-.- se E:: ),:s a :.~ore oricin&.l ir-.:.t •3r;✓retation of 

the beinr-: of 1;:a.n. in relatio2.1 t0 C:·oc., dra.:·m fr0 ·1; the 

itself a ~ d re~ainin~ within tt. 
• .. .&\ -,:'s .: ore procee -:.-

ine to the int8rpretation o!"' 1.-r:1at is c on ta:. _~ec. i'..-i the 

Chl'j_stiaI1 faith, he has pa1.J.sed to e .x.e.:11:Lne -l;l:e presu.p_?o"'." 

An d. Le hs.s C:)m.e to 

believe that tl1.ese presupp csitior!S are clar:i.fiet.. and 

sec1-:red °b"'r •::i Dt hilosop:.:.v of the e:-j_stent:!.al:tst t:.r;Je, .; = - y 1 t-
.f 01-> 11e xicte:-itialism is a. philosophy cf beinc. . 11 

.., Ezis-

J~ h ilos-

ophy, bv.t an analy sis of th:2.t v.nc.ersta...--idin6 of' existence 

1~.:.ich is given ~ith existence. 
.r, • 

Ci. eX.J.G-

ten tia.lisn:. upon Eul tm2..r..n : s theoloz~r is not ari extarnal 

lT'_fluence like that of a Ee tu.phJz::.c al s vs ter,1. 
•J 

It i~ 

an 5.ntr•i~~-s ~.c ::.ri..fl~J.enc~, ~d it is t ::: e ii.-,-Pluence of e. 

p:>e-theolo:::;ic aJ. or 0£"1tolo:_;ic al ir..q .... iry into the ic.e a of 

~0 o i 11-:.· , .r··--. ; ch hA c:.s s ;;.r.:e s i n to ...., __ 0 "'~-- .1..:. -

In t'.::e ·,;1,.._ i 1 0 ,..n, c:. t, ,,.._ h .! S 
.J_~ -..L. .:_i-'-- '-.J -.. - --· 

;·•o·.-,t cr~ er• c- ·,--.ea1.r-l•,10" a'1"' " ·, -:- .:. ~1° t!:>slr anQ~ YF"o"'le ...-·· <• o ··-:-. 
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3. Introduction 

CHAPTER II 

KERYGMA. 

What- about .Jesus as an historical person? What 

significance has Jesus for faith as an historical. reality? 

Many conflicts have arisen concerning the biblical picture 

of Jesus and a good number o-f scholars have -denied that 

we have any history of Christ. hbS 
CriticismAvaried trom 

moderate to radical points of view, but on one point the 

critics agree: "Namely, that the Gospela are intended, 

not to teach the ]1.uroanity of J"esus in a faith-founding 

sense, but to sketch the Christ as pictured in the early 

-Church - a picture indicative of the arch-belief or the 

Christian Church but in no respect biographical." 1 

In. this situation a change took place in New 

Testament research, namely, that the Gospel witness, the 

witness o! !aith, was no .longer accorded a. priori dis­

quali~ication. - It .was Martin Kahler in particular who, 

in the contusion of historical research, pointed the way 

to the Kerygm.a. He_:. wrote a book . called· "Der Sogennante 

Historische Jesus und ~ Geschichtliche Biblische Christus" 

(The So-called Historical Jesus and the Historical Biblical 

Christ) in 1892. In this book he considered the problem 

ot writing a biography of Christ and maintained that there 

was not sufficient material in the New Testament u~on 

which to base any proper biography, because it lacked 

1 G. E. Berkouwer, The Person of Christ, Grand Rapids: 
Eerdroan, 1954, Po 32. 
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the psychological analysis that modern biography re-

quires, ~swell as the slow developing of his religious 

geneal.ogy, the breaking forth o:r his moral independency, 

and the rising and lighting up of his messianic consci-

ousness. The thesis of this book is that "there is act­

ually no proper history 2!, Christ and that we have only 

the so-called histori.cal cTesus: We do not have reliable 

sources -on the 11:re of cTesus. It is impossible to get 

behind the witness of the Gospels to the history of 

Christ himself. .. We can ·not go from the Biblical. Christ 

to the historical. -cTesus."2 Vlhat are the Gospels .then? 

They are ~estimonies'of faith which are not intended to 

give us the biography o:r Christ and the history- of cTesus, 

but rather to generate f'aith in us. They- are the 

'Urkunde' (document} upon which preaching is based. The. 

Kerygma, or message, of the New Testament is the faith 

or the Church in Christ and is given in orde~ to produce 

faith i~ us, and this histor~cal raith is the only sense 

in which we have an historical Christ. Faith is no 

1onger contingent upon historical research. One can 

simply listen to the preaching about this biblical. Christ. 

2 
· Dr. R. Allan Killen's translation from Martin Kahler 
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The earlier historical. approach thus stands discredited 

by the idea of "testimony". Therefore as Dr. G. E~ Ber­

kouwer says·, "without exaggeration 1 t can be said that . 

the basic theory· of Kahler has been, and is still, vsry -· 
3 

in.1'1.uencial. "· 

Kah1er's original the~ry is echoed in Brunner 

and Paul. Tillich.. Brunner is '\3ager to think and speak . 
. 4 . 

positively in. line with the New Testament Kerygma." 

Tiliich "wholeheartedly-adopted the Kerygma.tic view ot 
5 

the New Testament." · Ke.hler's view ot the Kerygma, how-

ever, was developed and made ·famous actually, by Rudolf 

Bultmann. In his. book, "Theology of the New Testament", 

Bu.1troeno says, "The Message or· Jesus is ·the presupposi­

ti.on for the theology of the New ·Testament rather than. 
6 

a part of· that theology itself." · 

5 
G. E. Berkouwer, Person of Christ, P. 34 

4. 
Ibid 

5 
R. A. Killen, Ontological Theo1ogy of Pau.1 Til1ich 

. Kampen: Kok, 1956, Po23 

6 
Bultmann, Theology of the New Testament, Vol. I, P. s. 
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Jesus proclaimed the message as a Jewish teacher 

and a prophet. Jesus never had the concept or being the 

Messiah himself, but it was "taken up .by the early Church 
7 

and expressed in their proclama.tion ·of Jesus as Messiah." 
8 

Jesus formerly had. been thell_bearer _of the message", · but 

he was drawn into the message and became its essential con-
. 9 

tent. "The Proclaimer became the Proclaimed", in other 

words; Jesus proclaimed the message, but the Church pro-
10 

cl.aims Him". ·. This is the -Kerygma, proclaiming Jesus 

Christ -- s~ecifically Jesus Christ the Crucified and · 

Risen One - to be God's eschatological -act of' salvation. 

Jesus was first so proclaimed in the .Kerygma of the earl­

iest _Church, · not in the mes-sage of -the historical -Jesus · 

himself'. · Thus, Bul.tmann· -assumes the Kerygma as the pre­

supposition or the theology of' New Testament, and the New 

Testament begins with the Kerygma of the earliest Church. 

Bultmann also .ment-ions another Kerygma, that of' Hellen­

istic -'Church and · s~ys it is "the historical presupposi-. 
l.l 

tion for Paul's theology." 

7 
Bultmann, Primitive Christianity, New York: Meridian Books 

1956; P. 93. 
8 
Theology of N. T., F·. 33. 

9 
Ibid 

10 
Primitive Christianity, P. 93. 

11 
Theology of N. T.,. P. 63. 

"I 
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Christian missionary preaching in the Gentile 

world could not be simply the· Christological Kerygma; 

rather, it bad to begin with the Proclamation or the One 

God -- ·monotheism.. J"ewish and Jewish-Christian. opinion · 

held that the one true God was unknown to the · Gentil.e ·-: , 

world, .and it was actually tru~ that the Christian mission 

first . reached those cl.asses in which Polytheism was still 

a living f'orce • . "In this process the Old Testament - Jew­

ish Concept of God is rrequently modified or obscured -0y 

the concept of . God f'rom the Greek philosophical tradition, 

a concept determined by the idea of the law and order or 
12 

the Cosmos." As a resul.t, Hellenistic Christianity was 

a.l" not a unitary phenomenon, but> taken by_. arge, a remark-
12a 

abl.e product of syncretism, .. - Bultmann aa.m.es the Christian 

Hellenistic missionary preaching, developed in this syn­

cretism, the Kerygma or. the Hellenistic Church. 

Bultmann's -Kerygmatic _theory is next related to 

the Pauline and Johannine Theologies. 
,J,llol-/( 

Standing within the frame~or Hellenistic Chris-

tianity Paul ~aised theological motifs to clarify the 

theological thinking or the Hellenistic Church. Thus the 

Kerygma of the Hellenistic Church. was the presupposition 

12 
Theology of N.T., P. 650 

l.2a 
Primitive Christianity, P. l.77. 



·, 

' .-.-:~ : 
. ! 

-22-

or Faul's Theology and Paul. became the founder of a 
. l 

Christi.an theology buil.t upon,.Hellenized Kerygma .of the 

early .. Church. Because P_aul's Theology originated in 

Hellenistic . Judaism, he ._came into contact ·with Hellenistic 
-,1,.e 

cu.1..ture and became acquainted with,._popul.ar philosophy and 

phenOl!lena ot religi.ous syncretism. .Not having been a 

personal disciple ·of . Jesus, he was won -to t.b.e Christian 

f'aith by the Kerygm.a o:f. - the Hellenistic Church.13 •rn 
relation to the preaching o-r Jesus", Bultmann says, "the 

Theoiogy o:r. Paul. is a new structure, and that indicates 

nothing .else than that Paul has his place within Hellen­

istic . Christi.anity. nl4 

The Gospel. of John. with. which the Epistles o~ 

John are cl.osely connected>is separated, both :from the 

proclamation of" Jesus, and trom -tbat of the oldest 

-Church because it is ttstylistically and. historically a 

completel.y different pictureul.5 from the Synoptics. 

Bultmann t -henmakes a t'urther distinction .and says, 

itWhile in. the synoptics the vicissitudes, the problems, 

13 
Ibid, P·. 187 o 

l.4 . 
Ibid, P. 187. 

15 ., 
Ibid, Vol. • . 2, P. 4. 

.. 
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and the faith or the earliest Church are reflected, 

scarcely anything-of the sort can any longer be dis-
1 7'h.<! 

covered in John." · 5 • Only re:t'lection rrom the synoptics 

in the _Gospel ot John is the conflict with Judaism, and 

its theme is ~aith in Jesus as the Son oi God. Bultmann 

sees no rel.ation between John Eµld Paul, but says, "Since · 

fohn. is somewhat remote :f'rom the earliest Church, he ia 

likely younger than Paul; but he does not presuppose . 

Faul as a . link between -birosP.lf and the earliest Church".17 

There are certain things in common in regard to the cur• 

rent religious atmosphere between John&. Paul, but "John 

is not or the Pauline school and is not influenced by 

Paul.; he is, instead, a -figure with his own originality 

and stands in an -atmosphere or theological- thinking dif­

:rerent rrom that or Pau1."18 The thought-&tmosphere out 

of which the dOhninnine Theology grew is that or Oriental 

Christianity.19 And its style is Semitic poetry and the 

motif o:r the self-presentation of the Reveal.er is intro­

duced by the characteristic formula "I am ••• ," "Revela­

tion-discourse." 

l.6 
Ibid, P. 5. 

17 
Ibid, P. 6. 

18 
Ibid, P. 9. 

19-
Ibid, P. 10. 
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However, the Stylis-tic form o-r the Revelation­

discourses expresses a basic dualistic view: light and 

darkness, _truth and falsehood, above and belaH, freedom 

and _- bondage. Bultmann cal.ls th.is Gnostic-dual.ism and 

says, "The person of Jesus, in Jol?,.n, is sometimes defined 

in terms of Jewish and Apocalyptic Categories, sometimes 

as the 'Lo-rd' or _the Cul.tus, as a mystery deity, sometimes 

again as the Gnostic redeemer, _the Pre-existent .being 

trom the heavenly world, whose earthly body is only an 

outward garb."20 Thus, that Primitive Christianity is 

the outcome of Syncretism, -is his view. Further details 

on the message o~ Jesus, the Kerygma of the earliest 

Church and the Hell.enistic Church, . and the theology ot 

Paul. and Johannine will be discussed in the following 

chapters. 

20 . 
Primitive Christianity. Po 178. 

I. 
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4. _The Message of' Jesus 

Theological thinking that is the New Testa-

ment thin:king ~- begins with the Kerygma of the earliest 

Church and not with th.e Message ot Jesus. Bultmann says, 

"The Message _ of Jesus 1s a pre_supposition for the the­

ology of the New Testament, rather than a part ot that 

t;h.eology itself. "l . But the . f'act that Jesus had appeared 

and .~he message he had proclaimed>were among its his• 

. to~~cal .presuppositions; and for this reason Bultmann 

does not . omit it from. his theology of the New Testament, 

even though he beiieves that Christian .faith did not ex­

ist until .there was a Christian. Kerygma. When he con­

siders the message of' Jesus, he sees the Synoptic Gospels 

as the source. He applies historical criticisms to the 

Synoptic Gospels and _says, "Their use as history is 

governed by the so-called two source theory: i.e., Mark 

(which we -know, .however, only _in a later redaction) is 

one source .o~ Matthew and Luke; the other is a collec­

tion of' Jesus' sayings(~). Furthermore, throughout the 

synoptics three strands must be -distinguished: Old tra• 

_dition, ideas produced in and by the Church, and editorial. 

work or the evangelists. ••2 Thus Bultmann builds his the"" 

o;i.<?gy of the New Testament on the theory7°rorm-criticism. 

1 ·. 
Theology o~ the N.T., Vol. I, P. 3. 

2 
Ibid, P. 3o 



; 
. . , . 
. I 

· -:: . 

. ' 
. ._ 

' 
. I 

·- i 

., 
; 

' ' 
: ,' I I . 

-2-5-

a. The -Esc.hatological. Message of Jesus 

-Tha massage of Jesus is controlled by an eseh­

atol.ogical. con_~ept ·or ·. th·e Reign of God. In this he 

stands in line with-J"ewish eschatology in general, 

though clearly· not · in its ·nationalistie form. Bul.tmann 

says, • "No saying of J"esus mentions the Messiah-King who 
. .. . -

is to. crush the enemies of" the People (of Israe1), nor 

the lordship of Israel over the earth, nor the gathering 

or the twe1ve tribes, nor the joy· that will be in· the 

bounteous peace-blessed Land. Rather Jesus' message is­

connected with the hope of other circles which is pri­

marily- documented by the Apocalyptic literature, a hope 

which awaits salvation not from a miraculous change in 

historical (i.e., political. and. social) conditions, but 

from a cosmic catastrophe •••• ".3 According to Bultmann, 

the eschatological hope in the message of Jesus is take.n 

from the pess-lmistic Jewish concept o'f dualism -- the Sa­

tanic corruption of the total world-complex 1a. which ths 

wor·ld ts present course is ·under the sway ·o~ Satan and his 

demons on one hand, and or the coming:;o:f the "Son or Man" 

as judge and saviour, and the agent o:f redemption, on 

the other hand. But unlike> the Apocalyptic writers, 

Jesus does not give much detail. Re is :free from the 

tanciful speculation found in Apocalyptic writings. 

3 
Ibid, P. 4'o 

' 

i 
ii 
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"0nly a few details of the Apocalyptic picture of the 

f"uture recur in his words," says Bultmann, "Everything is 

swallowed up in the single thought that then God will 

rul.e.tt4 

If Jesus takes over the apocalyptic view ot the 

f'uture, he does so with- considerable reductions. The 

unique feature in. his teaching is the assurance with 

which he proclaims that ~ the time has come. The Reign 

o-r God is breaking in.; the t-ime of the End is at hand. 

The signs or· the times are Jesus Himself', his appearance 

in the _stage or· history, his words, and his deeds. All 

man can. do is to. be ready, . to 'turn'. Now is the time of 

decision. · · Jesust preaching -is a summons to decision. 

(Matt. 11:6; Luke 7:23; · ll:3lf.; Mark 8:38}. "Basically, 

therefore," says· Bultmann, "he in his own person is the 

sign of the time. Yet.. • He does not pro-cl.aim himself 

as the Messiah, i.e., the king of the time of salvation, 

but he points ahead to the Son of Man. as another who will. 

came other than hims.el.f. He in his own person signifies 

the ·demand for decision, ••• as God's last word bef'ore the 

End, calls men to decision. Now is••• either••• ortff5 

Now is the existential mOlilent and the decision must be 

4 
Ibid, P. 5. 

5 
Ibid, P. 9. 
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drastically made, whether a man really desires God and 

His Reign or the .world and its goods. Yet, Bul.tmaon 

says, uhe did not establish a religious order or a sect 

.( still. less a churcli). Nor did he propose that everyone 

should leave his home and f'amily. But all are chal.l.enged 

to a decision. Al.l. must ·make up their minds what they 

really want· to set their hearts on, whether it is God • 

. or the goods or this world."6 

On the positive side and -complementary to it 

is the. commandment -of' -l.ove, · in which a ··man turns aw,q 

f'rom self' and places hirosel:f -·at the ·dis-oosal of' others. 

In doing this; .Jesus .decided f'or God. Bultmann says, 

a · "Jesus w11s mi~taken in. thinking that the world was des-

. tined soon to come to an end. His: error was .similar to 

that of' the ancient prophets.-•• , · or like Dentero-Isaiah 

•••• u? And Bultmann . continues, "Jesus is !9. convinced 

o:r God's will -and determination, and. that it is his ·bus­

iness to proclaim. it, that he reels himself to be stand­

ing on. the fron.tiers or time." T'"nus Bul.tmann thinks 

that Jesus' message is not the outcome .. of -wishful think­

ing or specul.ation, · but of his sense of the ·utter noth• 

; insness of man before God. Jesus had not a messianic 

6 
Primitive Christianity, P. 91. 

,, _ 

-Ibid. 
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concept of himselr. Jesus himselr is a selt-transcend­

ing existential historical person. _Therefore, Hia claims 

that the destiny of men is detennined by their attitude 

to · him. His words were taken up by the early Church and 

·expressed .in their proclamation -at Jesus as Messiah---­

particularly in their expectation tha~ he was to oome on 

the olouds ot heaven as the ."Man'', . bringing judgement 

and sal.vation. -

b.- J"esus I Interpretation o-r the · Demand or· God. 

Bu1tmano maintains -that Jesus -is critical of 

traditional. Jewish piety .and says, --".As interpretation ot 

the wi.11, the demand or God·, Jesus' me a sage -is a great 

protest again.st Jewish legalism."8 dewish legalism is 

a rorm or· piety which ·regards the will ot God as expressed 

in the written Law and ~in the Tradition which interprets 

the Law, a pietT which endeavors to .win God's .tavor by 

the .toil ~f minutely fultilling the Law's stipulations. 

There is no differentiation between religion and moraiity, 

nor separation between the Law or religion and morality, 

civil,and criminal law. This state of affairs is typi­

ried by the fact that the scribes are theologians, teach­

ers, and lawyers all at the same time. By not separating 

these laws, a mass or ordinances which have lost their 

8 
Theology ,2.!. M.T., P. 11. 

I 
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origi.nal meaning, still remain in rorce and are twisted 

by artificial. interpretation into relevance ror today. 

Theret"ore the cu1tic and ritual laws are regarded as 

God's demand, or as ethics demands. Bultmann reasons 

that the rea1 result or this situation is that motivation 

to ethical conduct is corrupted -- the idea or reward and 

punishment becomes the motivation and the obedience man 

owes to God and to · His demand for good, is understood as 

a purely f'ormalone -- obeying al.aw simply because it 

is commanded. But Bultmann's view ot obedience is--~ 

that radical. obedience which God requires ---- is o.rll.y 

possible where a man understands the demand and affirms 

it from within himsel:t •.. Then it becomes meaningful. ins o­

tar as it ful.fills God's demands. But dewish legalism. 

developed the notion of good works that go -beyond the re­

quired fulfillment 01" the Law, establ.ishing 11teral merits. 

Therefore, "Jesus' Procl.amation ot' the will of God appeara 
g 

as a great Proteat," says Bultmann. , Jesus' interpreta-

tion of God's demand is radical. -in_opposition to obedience. 

So, Jesus protests the Old Testament prophets against the 

cultic worsh.ip o-r God and the official Hebrew rel.igion. 

For instance, ror Bultmann, the Sermon on the 

Mount (Matt. 0;21-48) sharply contrasts l.ega11sm with the 

wil.1 o-r God,: "ye have heard tba t it we.s said by them ot 

9 
Ibid, P. 12 
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old time •••• But I say unto you ••• 11 
· The meaning, Buit-

mann explains, 1s this, "God does not lay claim to man 

onl.y ao rar as conduct can be ·determined by rormulated 

laws (the . only way open to legtlism) leaving man's own 

will rree f"rom that point on. · Wb.at God :C'orbids is not 

simply the overt acts o~ murder, adultery, and perjury, 

w1 th. v1hich law c·an. deal., but their antecedents: anger, 

and name-calling, evil desire and insincerity {Matt: 5: 

2lt"., 2'1t o, 33-37) ••• ;" oth.ers ••• are :from the point or 

view ot· God's intention altogether abolished ••• (Matt. 

5:311'., 38-4:l, 43-48}." God demands complete surrender 

of me.n's will, and knows no concessions -(Matt •. 6:43t., 

and - 7:16, 18, 6:22}o From the standpoint or this radi­

cal attitude or ~esus toward the -will of God, his posi­

tion tONard the Old Testament is, according to Bultmann, 

that Jesus makes criticai distinctions .among . the demands 

or the Old Testament 'Mthout contesting· its authority.10 

For example, Moses did permit divorce, but only "in con-
' sideration of your hard-heartedness.ff What God really 

. 

in.tends ia tha~ marriage shou1d be permanent (Mk. 10:2•9)o 

: Therefore, Bultmann-says,- "The upshot is that 

the Old Testament, insofar as it consists of ceremonial 

and ritual ordinances, is abrogated. ~esus directs a 

10 
Ib 1 d , P. l.5 • 
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po1em.ic against the legalistic ritualism of the scribes, 

whose correct external -behaviour so often went hand in 

~d with an impure will."11 Thus Bultmann sees the 

attitude which critically distinguishes the important 

from the unimportant, : the essential from the indifrerent. 

Actually, the Old Testament . legislation has been lifted 

of~ .its hinges by Jesus, but Jesus' polemical contest a­

gainst the authority or the · Old. Testament has, in turn.,b~lt 

taken ofr its hinges by the Church. Bultmann thinks that 

Jesus' critical attitude toward the demand of God was 

·changed and says, . "The Church formulated its standpoint 

- ••• - in the words placed on Jesus' lips about the im­

perishability of' even the tiniest letter in the Law M.d 

expressly _declaring that Jesus did not come to abolish 

the Law, but- to fulfill it (Matt. 5~17-19)-- a saying 

that in view of .other sayings of Jesus and or his actual 

practice cannot possibly be . genuine; rather it is a prod­

uct or the .Church coming out .of the later period of con­

tlict, .over .the Law.n12 Here we clearly can see Bult-

. mann•s Kerygmatic theory that the early Chur.ch put the 

words on Jesus' .lips. The New Test8lllent Gospels are only 

the . early C~istian Church's opinion tor Bultma~n. 

ll 
Primitive Christianity, P. 74. 

l.2 . . 
Theology of N.T., Vol. I, P. 16. 
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What then is desust positive interpretation of 

the demand of God? It is love. -The second commandment, 

'T~ou ~halt love thy .neighbour as thyself' is inseparable 

:from the . first, . 'Thou. shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, and with_all thy soul, and with all thy mindt 

and .with all. thy .strength.' .(Mark 12:28-34) • There is no 

formulation of . the demand of 1ove." ~he phrase 'as thy­

sell' .. indicates both the ,_µnli~i ted measure and the direc­

ti.on. of love as a principle of condu_ct. The commandment 

o-r -.love is _ne]..theri."":i.-blueprint · for society nor a program 

for Utopia. It is .addressed in the first place, to the 

-individual. .It points .him to his enc9unter with his 

neighbour • . . 

Bultmann cannot think of the demand or God with­

out mentioning the existential idea which makes the indi­

vidual immediately __ responsible to God. by transcendence, 

and he says, •~ ••• J"esus ~ eschatologica1 .message and his 

ethical message · constitute a unity ••• 13 "Both things, -

the eschatologi_cal :proclamation. and the ethical demand, 

·direct man to . the fact that he is thereby brought before 

God, .that God stands before him;. both ~irect him into his 

NOW as the hour of decision for _God."14 So, at the sight -
of t~c religion frozen into ritualism, of superficiality 

and love of selr and the world, Jesus' message becomes 

tta cry of woe and repentance.tt15 (Matt. 23:lff. Lk.5:24-26). 

13. Ibid, P. ig 
14. Ibid, P. 21 
15. Ibid, P. 21 
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c. Jesus' Idea or God • 

Bultmann asserts that Jesus' concept of God is 

that o~ ~he Old Testament and of Judaism. For Jesus, 

Qod is the creator who governs the world with his provi­

dent.ial care, and feeds the birds ei.nd adorns the rlowers. 

Bultmann says, ~In the .above, Jesus' idea o~ God does not 

differ . rrom that of the Old Testament and or Judaism, 

though .it is true that in the common piety of' Judaism 

faith in God the Creator had weakened even while it was 

strictly preserved in its off~cial theology and confess­

ion.. "-?-·6 For J'es.us, God again became a God at hand. He 

is the power, here and now, who as Lord and Father -en­

folds every man. Bultmann extends his idea that Jesus.' 

idea .of God is that of Judaism by comparing the word 

"Father·" in Jewish Prayer and the Lord's Prayer• ~nd 

says, "The •Prayer of Eighteen Petitions', tor instance, 

which the devout Jew _is expected to say three times 

daily, begins., 'Lord God o:r Abraham, God of Isaac, God 

or Jacob! God Most .High, Creator or heaven! Our Shield 

and the Shield of our :fathers! t T.he 'Lord's Prayer' 

stands out above ~ewish prayers not only in its simple 

address but in its direct simplicity throughout (Matt. 6: 

9-13, or Lk. ll.:2-4P'·. 17 

16 
Ibid, P. 23. 

· 17 
Ibid, P. 24:. 



. . . 
. • . 

_- I 

. ·. 
... : f 

-35-

God has also come near as the "Demand-er" whose 

will man need not wait to find in the letter of the Law 

o~ ·its scribal exegesis. But the demanding God of judge­

ment is also the merciful God or forgiveness. Unlike the 

prophets' preaching, his preaching is directed not pri­

marily to- the people as a whole, but to individuals who 

-must give account of. themselves before God; and it is 

indi vidua1s whom coming salvati.on. will bless. 

Thus, says Bultmann, rtJesus in his thought of 

God -- and of man in the· light of this- thought -- -'de­

histor-ized' God and. man; ••• While this was already· more 

or less the case of Judaism ••• , Jesus' thought, in con­

trast to that o'f Judaism, also radi.cally 'historized' 

God in a -different sense or 'historyt. In ~udaism God 

· is de-historizsd · by having become a distan.t· God en.-

. throned in heaven;••• And man in Judaism is de-historized 

by· bei~g marked off from the world by ritual and finding 

· his security within the ritually pure congregation •••• 

For ;resus, hem ever, man is de-secularized by God• s dire ct 

pronouncement to him~ ••• And God is - 'de-seculerized' by 

understanding His dealing eschatologically: He lifts 

man o.ut or his. worldly ties and. places him. .directly be­

fore His own. eyes. Hence, t~e 'de-historizationt or 

-~de-secularization' both o~ God and man is to be under­

stood as a paradox: precisely that God, ••• meets each 

man in. his own little history, his everyday life with 
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its .daily gift .and de~nd, de-historized man is guided 

into his concrete encounter with his neighbor, in which 

he finds his true history. tt18 _ 

For Bultmann, judgement and salvation are es­

chatological . events in the strict sense and the idea or 
God and_ -man is dehistorized and desecularized, in other 

words, -myth is .described as i:r- historical even ta. 

d. The Messianic Consciousness of Jesus. 

The comm.on opinion about the belief of the earl­

iest Church or· the Messiah rests u_pon the early Church's 
'fn'-bel.ief rt,n ..,self'-consciousness of Jesus -- that Jesus him-

self' actually did consider himself to be the Messiah, or 

the Son or -Man. : But ror Bultmann this view is burdened 

with serious difficulties. The acknowledgement of Jesus 

as the one in whom God.'s word decisively encounters man., 

whatever _ti.tle be given him -- Messiah, Son of Man, Lord 

-- is a pure act of faith independent of the historical 

question whether or not Jesus considered himself to be 

th~ Messiah. Bultmann reasons that the Church.'s belier 

in the Messiahship ot desus, is not dependent upon Jesus' 

sel:r-consoiousness ot .Messiahship, but originated :from. 

the Church's belief in his resurrection. Peter•s con­

fession (Mk. 8:27-50) is an Easter story projeoted back 

into Jesus' lite-time, and likewise the story ot tha 

transf igura ti on {Ml:. 9 : 2-8-} • The account of Jes ua' bap­

tism (Mk. 1:9-11) is legend, the temptation story is 

18. Ibid, P. 20, 260 
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l.egend• the s -to-ry or Jesus' entry into J"erusalen has 

been colored by legend, and the passion narrative is 

also to .a considerable degree overspread with legend. 

These are told in. the interest, not or· biography, ·but 

of faith. Moreover the synoptic tradition about Jesus' 

lire and work _measured by tradi.tional messianic ideas, 

was not messianic. And Paul also did not understand it 

as messianic. In Phil. 2:6-11 .. Paul indicates _that Jesus 

is a mere man, wi.thout messianic glory - likewise Acts • 
., 

2:36 and in Romans 1:4, .Paul says that Jesus' Messiah­

ship was dated from the resurrection • . 

Men may argue t-ha.t Jesus was conscious of being 

tbe one destined to be the future Messiah but tba.t his 
-sMr 

idea of~ Messiah"was "futuristi.e", (Mk. 8:38, Lk. 12:8, 

etc.), but BuJ.tmann arguas, in reply, that Jesus ~eaks 

or the Son or Man in the third person without identifying 

himself with him, and says, "There is no question but 

that the evangelists -- and likewise the Church-~ make 

th_.is identification, but can that be asserted or Jesus 

himself?n19 Furthermore, Bultmann points out that the 

syn.optic traditions do not mention ~ Jesus.• return. 
, 

There was no word lJ"'b{pou fJ/o<., which denotes the "Coming• 

of the Son of Man, ever tmderstood in the earliest period 

o'f Christianity as "return", but correctly as "arrival, 

advent". 

19. Ibid, P. 29. 
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The Apologete Justin in the second century was the first 

to speak of the "first" -irewT'.11 and "Secoild Coming" 

~eU T€-(?c< ircxeov o--t'o<. (Dial. 14:8, 40:4) and of the 

"coming back" -iT"~Anl IT'o(f>ouo-iot . . (Dial. ll8:2).19a 

Bultmann concludes his argument on this subject 

with "In the predictions of_ .the passion the Jewish con­

cept Mess·iah-Son-of"-Man is. re-interpreted - or better, 

singularly enriched - insof'ar as the idea of' a suf'fering, 

dying, rising Messiah or Son of' Man was unknown to 

Judaism. But this re-interpretation of the concept was 

done not . by Jesus. himsel:f but by the Church €-X ~lcv-t:u ! 20 

19a 
Ibid, P.29 

20-
Ibid, P. 31 

, I 
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5. The Kerygma of' the Earliest Church 

a. The Problem or the Relationship between the 

Message or the Earliest Church and tha Messag~ o:f Jesus. 

The earliest Church -reproduced tha message or 
Jesus in such a way that while the Church passed on the 

message or Jesus, Jesus himselr was proclaimed as Messiah • 

~esus had :formerly ·been the bearer or the message, bu~ 

by the preaching o:f the Church; Jesus became the essen­

tial. content, or as Bul.tmann claims, "The proclaimer be­

came the proclaimed. ttl But 1n· ,1hat $ense? Ml.en Jesus 

was proclaimed as Messiah, it was as the coming Messiah, 

in other words as the Son of Man. According to Bultmann 1 

neither ·bad Jesus Messianic consoiousnesslnor was His 

past activity on earth coun.ted Messianic by the earliest 

Church, b-ut later on in the framework of Jewish esohat­

ologica1 expectation the proclamation made Jesus into the 

coming Mes.siah o:r Son ot ·'Man.· I:f the mere· man J"esus, the 

teacher and prophet, is made into tho Messiah and exalted 

to be the Son. or Man, then the indefinite mythical. :fig­

ure, Messiah, has become concrete and visible. Re then 

says, "The myth has been transferred to ·a - concrete his­

torical man, and the consequence will be that trust 1n 

it w1i1 have been immeasurably strengthened."2 Thus 

Bultmann B~~ongly stresses on the transformation or a 

I. Ibid, P. 33. 
2. Ibid, P. 34. 
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mythical figure into a concrete historical one and claims 

that the primitive Christian Church was strengthened in 

their faith by such happening. This idea of Bultmann's 

becomes the basis or his theory or the "Demythologization" 

of the New Testament. 

bo The Earliest Church as the Eschatological. 

Congregation.. 

Bu.1tmson states that the earliest Church regarded 

.itsel.t as the Congregation of the end days and that this 

is attested by Paul and the synoptic tradition. Because 

Jesus' signif'icanc.e to the earl.iest Church was exhausted 

in 1 ts expectancy that He wouid come as ·the Son or Man , 

an.d that the Church would still rems.in only a Jewish sect, 

it could not properly be called the Christian Church. The 

resurrection ought to mean the proof of the exaltation ot 

the Crucified one, the Son or Man, but _ it .was not yet un­

derstood as an event that broke the framework of Jewish 

eschatology • 

For Bultmann the earl.lest Church itself' was in 

danger of remaining a dewish sect and Pau1 was against its 

understanding o! the situation created by ·deSU$ 1 corning, 

dying, and rising. Bultmann makes a distinction between 

the earl.iest Church and Faul's understanding or Jesus' 

person and fa~e as the eschatological occurence. 

In. his study of the Kerygma, Bultmsun uses the 

phrase, ttplaced upon tha lip s of Jesus ·by the Church,"3 
s. Ibid, l?. 3.7. 

I 
I 

' 

i" 
l 

I 

JI 

\! 
11 
I 

' I 



ii .. J I 
°' .,. 
!' ., , . 
. " ·' 

;i 
·' · · . 

...... 

.; ,. 

. :( . 

. . . i~ 
' . . 

-41-

over ao.d over again. He asserts, ror example, the words 

or Matt. 16:l8f. are not Jesus' but those o~ the Church. 

Jesus• band of disciples is called -the "Church~ which is 
' ' 

the "l.1 ttl.e :Cl.ock" to whom God wil.l g1 ve His Reign. It 

is represented by ·the Twelve; who, when God's · Reign has 

appeared, · will· ·sit upon -twelve thrones to rule ·the tribes 

ot Israel (Matt-.19:28 or Lk. 22:29:f'.}. In the Kerygma 

or the earliest Church the personal idea and interpreta- . 

tion. of· the disciples was an -eschatological expectation. 

that they were not only apostles, but al.so the eschato• 

logical regents. 

This eschatological consciousness - is seen in the 

ract, according to Bultmann, that Jesus' disciples, after 

the Easter experiences in Galilee, soon betook themselves 

to ~erusalem. as the focus point f'or the coming Reign of 

God. Further evidence is furnished . especially by the 

designations or the Church and its members. Bul.tmann says, 

"In understanding themsel.ves as Cong:r_egation ·or Church, 

the disciples appropriate to· theJ:1Selves ,·the title or the 

Old Testament Congregation of God, the 

By designating itself' • •·• Congregation.· 9t God, the earl.ieat 

Church declared that it itself' was the fulfillment or the 

hopes o~· the apocalyptists. Its members accordingly bear 

the eschatological titles 'the ·chosen• or 'the elect• and 

'the. saints•. 4 
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Baptism and the Lordts Supper are also understood from 

the eschatological. consci.ou.sness · of the Congregation. 

The Missionary activity of the earliest Church was also 

governed by a belief in the immediately impending End. 

This is raf'lected by the ·charge to the -Apostles, which, 

according to Bultmann, they placed in the mouth or Jesus. 

The eschatolog_ical character of' the earliest Church 

caused the liissionary activity which call.ed for repentance 

(Matt. 10: 7.9f:f). Even the <l source, the col.lection of 

Jesus t saying which gees back to the earliest Church, he 

says, 1ttestifies to the - same belier0 .5 

c. ;resus' Meaning to the Faith of the Earliest Church.. 

From the history-or-religious point of view~-· ror 

Bultmaoo, the earliest Church presents itse1r· as. an es-
.. ·. -~> . ' , .. ~ .. ,-::·. : .:· 

chatological. seat within ~udaism, which was conscious ot 
tsth. 

being called and chosen,. Congregation of the end days~ 

When the Church proclaim ·Jesus as Messiah-Son-ot-Man, 

that does not. mean the Old Testament tradition and Jesus' 

message, but tbat. the Kerygm.a or Jesus as Messiah is the 

basic and .primary. thing. In other words, the earliest 

Church produced the Keryg.ma from the an.cient traditions 

and Jesus' messaga>in co~jU!lction with their view or esM 

chatological expectation. Jesus' person and work, are 

:rormed in the l.ight er tha ·Easter faith in Jesus' resur­

rection. 

5. Ibid,. P. 42. 
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The significance or Jesus to the earliest 

Church lay neither in the content or what Jesus had taught 

nor in some modif'ication or the Messianic idea, but in th.e 

fact tha·t God had made the prophet and teacher Jesus o-J: 

Nazareth. Messiah.: Jesus t coming itself' was already an 

eschatological occurence. According to Bultmann, there 

are scarcely any original words of' Jesus in the collec­

tion of Jesus~ saying in the -synoptic tradition, but most 

or the words attributed to. Him are the produc.ts or the 

Church. Bultmann points to the "lie~ and "I" passages in 

Jesus' sayings, and identif'ies the "Hett passages with the 

Church's Kerygma"as we -now have it, re-interpreted by the 

Church and put back into his {Jesus) .mouth: ••• "6 

. The rise of the "Easter faith" made necessary- a 

way or understanding the cross; for the cross had to make 

sense in. the cont-ext or the salvation-process. The scrip­

ture proves and explains ~esus' suf'rering and death as 

divinely decreed, bu~ Bultmann takes them merely as char­

acteristic of one stage of the earliest Church.' s ref le c­

t ion on the subject. Our Lord Himsel'f says, "'Was it not 

necessary that the .Christ should suffer these things and 

enter into his glory?' And beginning with Moses and ali 

the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scrip­

tures the things concerning him." (Lk. 24:26f) 

The acknowledgement of the Crucified as Messiah 

Ibid., P. 4i. 
, .. 
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implicit·;=ly contains a new understanding or Jesus as 

man-before-God. "Through the factn, says Bul.tmaori, 

"that the Church awaits the prophet and teacher as Son 

of . Man and in the light or Easter faith understands 

Jesus' earthly ministry anew, a power to determine the 

present ·1s .also attributed to the figure or Jesus."7 

When Jesus' words are collected, that is done not simply 

because of their ·didactic .content, but because they- are 

the words or J'esus, ·the coming King. The wisd()l)l and 

knowledge in Jesus' words are credited to the belief of 

the apocalyptic writers. · For example, Bultmann says, 

ttperhaps the earliest Church already put this saying in­

to the mouth of Jesus. Certainly out or the earliest 

Church come the words in which the risen ·Lord, with roy­

al beaming, ·delegates to Peter the direction of the Con­

gregation ---which he even calls ·,My Congregation' 

(Matt. 16:17-1~); likewise his promise to the twelve 

that they shall someday be the regents of the tri.bes of 

Israel (Matt. 19:28 or Lk. 22:2S-30).tt8 

For Bultmann the titles of Jesus were borrowed 

from the tradition or ~ewish messianic faith, and all 

these titles agree in being designations tor the "es­

chatological salvation-bringer". "The predominant title 

in the earliest Church," says Bultmann "was 'Son of Man', 

which con1es out of the apocalyptic hope and means a supra-

fl. Ibid., P • 4!1. 
1 . I.bid.~ p. 'ti. 
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mundane, pre-axistent being who at the end or time will 

come down from heaven to- hold judgement and bring salva-

ti .,9 on, ••• The title Son of David comes out of the 

naticnai tradition and ia synonymous with Messiah. The 

Son o:f GOd was, according to Bultmann, already interpre­

ted messianically in Judaism as it was in the Christian 

Chu~ch. The messianic title, "Servant of God", which 

means nothing else than Messiah ·-or · Son o:f God, occurs 

in the apocalypses, 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch. For Bultmann, 

it is debatable· whether the -earliest Church had already 

given Jesus the title, "Lord", but he concludes that at 

least the earliest -Church did not cu.ltically worship 

Jesus, even ir it should have called him Lord. Finally, 

after speaking rather inderinitely, he de:finitely says, 

"the Kyrios•eult originated on Hellenistic so-11."lO 

Actually Bultmann denies the messianic concep­

tion or Jesus for such conceptions and titles in the New 

Testament are, for him, the opinion of the earliest Church. 

borrowed f'rom the cTewish eschatologi.cal. expectation or 

apocalyptic writers. The prophet and teacher Jesus was 

exalted by the Church to Messiah. 

d. Beginnings or the Devel.opment o-r Ecclesiastical. 

For.l!l5. · 

What consequences did tbe earliest Church draw 

from its eschatolcgical consciousness tor its practical 

9. Ibid, P. 49. 
10. Ibid, P. 51. 
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everyday attitudes. particularly its conduct toward 

Jud~ism and its institutions and adherents? How far did 

it see _ ·the total. real.ity of its lif'e in the light of es­

chatologi.cal occurrences? 

Natuxs.l.ly the eschatological Congregation did 

not regard itself as a new religion and did not draw a 

boundary between itself and Judaism. - It remained loyal 

to the temple and the temple cult. Bultmann mentions 

that the Congregation -customarily gathered within the 

temple area (Acts 2:46) and it did not give up the sac­

rificial practice or Judaism, according. to Matt. 5:23f. 

As th~ Congregation. ot the end days, it conceived itself 

as that true Israel, which is the goal of Israel's sal.­

vation-history, and for which the promises ot the Old 

Testament were then being fullilled. But Bultmann ask& 

a question. How far is 'true Israel' understood as a 

really eschatological thing and how far as only a selec­

tion out of the historical people? Th5 question becomes 

acute in regard to the validity at the Law. The Jewish ... 

Christi.an sect had gradually gained ground. This was, 

Bultmann. says, part.ly a reaction against the criticism 

or the Law and the temple-cult on the part or the Hel1en­

istic Church. The famous saying of desus, "Think not that 

I have come to destroy the Law, or the prophets: I am not 

come to destroy, but to fuilil. For verily I say unto 

you, till heavan and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 

I 
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shall in no wise pass from ~he 1aw ••• "(Matt. 5:17, 18),: 
11 

was put into Jesus' mouth by them, he says. The :ru.1--

:fill.!llent of the law was · also the gi:ft of God which gave 

the chosen people its rank and dignity. Therefore, tu.J.­

tillment was the condition for participation in salva~ 

tion insofar as .it was the condition for membership in 
. .. 

the people ot Israei.12 

· The development of the Church concept in tb.e 

-earliest Church was hindered in two ways: one, the fact 

that the mission to the heathen ~as not regarded as an 
. 

obligation by the derusalem Church.· They, therefore> 

placed in desus' mouth the saying, "Go . not into the way 
:: ; ; 

o:r tha Gentiles, and in.to any city o-r the Samaritans, 
. ' 

enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep or the 

house. of ·Israel." (Matt. 10:5). And se.cond, that tha 

Jewish Congregation had not cut itself rrom the temple 

cult. 

But as to the develop~nt of the Church, the 

direction of it was at t"irst in the h ands of "the twelve".· 

Thar practical work was .evidently as proclaimers or the 

word both within the Congregation and outside, and on 

missionary journeys. The dominant a _uthority was at first 

Peter. Next, eldership constituted a real ofrice or the 

Congregation. Elders are named along with Jam.es. 

11. Ibid, P. 54. 
12. Ibid, F. 55 • 

i I 
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Presumably James was chairman of the council or elders. 

These elders were instituted for the ·eschatological Con­

gregation only by the proclamation of the wor-d. Thia 

message was given forth by the twelve because ~hey were 

proclaimers of the word and guardians of the traditiono 

-This tradition is the passing on of Jesus' message, says 

Bultmann> . but is pr.imaril.y the passing on of the speci-

rically Christian Kerygma.13 Tradition r~quires con­

tinuity and succession. The idea of apostolic success­

ion as an institution, the custom. of ordination by laying 

on. o-r hands, appears -ror the first t-ime in the pastoral 

epistles. The restriction of the concept "Apostle" to 

the "twelve" can scarcely have taken place in the earliest 

Church, says Bultmann, tthowever, the idea or· tradition 

and succession finds characteristic expression in the 

fact that Jerusalem is regarded as the center of the 

whole Church ••• ffl4 

Bul..tmann summarizes the development of eccle­

siastical fo,rms with the 1'ollo-wi11g words, "As time went 

on and m-embership increased, li1'e within the Congrega• 

tion naturally needed a certain regti.~tion .which coul.d .. . 

not be left to the co-uncil of elders to decide from 

case to case; but the sources barely permit ·us a glimpse 

of that. Matt. 16:19 and 18:18 testify that the auth­

ority •to bind and to loose•, i.e., a disciplinary power, 

1.3. Ibid, P. 59 • 
14. Ibid, P. 60. 
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lay :f'irst in the hands or Peter, than in those of the 

Congregation -- and that ~robably means, in the hands 

of the elders; and Matt. 1.8:15-17 gives ru.1.es for 

C t . rt1 5 settling quarrels· in the ongrega ion. •••• -

_15. Ibid, P·. 61 

, 
I 
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6. The Kerygma of the Hellenistic Church Apart 

:f'rom Paul. 

· Bultmann thinks that Pauline theology prosup­

poses a certain development of' Primitive Christianity 0 

After the Christian message had passed over the boundary 

or Palestinets Judaism, the Congregations of Hellenistic 

Christianity arose. In this chapter, ·we will discuss 

Bultmann's view o-r the pre--Paul.ine Helleni~tie Christi­

anity which he calls the historical presuppos.ition for 

Paul.'s theology • . The significance of HelenistLc Chris­

tianity to Bultmann, is not exhausted in its being a 

preparatory-stage for Paul. Side by side _with Paul, it 

developed partly along paths of its own, partly under 

Pau1ine influence. 

Hellenistic Christianity is the product of re­

construction for Bultmann. Why? For the delineation ot 

Hellenistic Christianity, before and contemporary with 

Paul., there is scarcely any direct witness available. 

The catholic epistles all come from a later time. So, 

Bultmann reconstructs the picture of Hellenistic Chris­

tianity from. -{ l .} a few data in Acts, ( 2) the Paul.ine 

letters, and (3) other sources of later date, especially 

sources which represent a non-Pauline type or Hellenis-

tic Christianity, such as liebrews, Barnabas, 

James, and the Kerygma Petri.1 

Cl.ement, 

-.. 
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a. The Freaching _of' God 

Bul.tm.~n says, "Christian. missionary preaching 

in the Gentile world coul.d not be simply the christolog­

ical Kerygma; rather, it had to begin with the proclama-
2 r.., C,ol1hASt 

tion or the one God." FR:to Jewish and Jewish-Christian 

opinion the one true God was unknown to the Gentile 

world and the_ir religions were pol.ytheism and idol.atry. 

The Jewish mission had anticipated Christial'.lity in the 

preaching or monotheism. But th.is conce:pt of' God, which 

is Old Testament monotheism, was frequently modif'ied or 

obscured by the concept of God from Greek philosophical 

tradition, a concept deter.mined by the -idea of the l.aw 

and order of the Cosmos. This tendency was carried on 

by Christian-liellenistic missionary preaching, though. 

at first only in individual. motif's and with characteris­

tically Christian modifications. So, the basic charac­

teristic of the Hellenistic-Christian -missionary preach­

ing was, "The Pagan world is held to be sunk in ignorance 
;;/ . J I J ~ 
"ci (v o, o< and e)'tor ,r>.ol "1 "• '- For example, Faul spoke or . 
the "heathen, who do not know God", (1 Thess. 4:5) a 

phrase taken from the Old Testament (Jer. 10:25, Ps. 78:6). 

Renee to accept Ch:ristian faith is called "to know God" 

or "tha truth", and Bultmann says, "To know God t '(1v'~trKe-1v' 

2. Ibid, P. 6-5. 
3o Ibid, P. 66. 

is used for conversion to the Christian 
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f'aith by Paul {Gal. 4:9) and also, e, g., by I Clem 59:3; 

II Clem. 17:1 (er. 3:1) Herm.. sim. lxl.8, lf'."4 Such 

monotheistic preaching is not specifically characteris­

tic of' Paul, for Bultmann, because Kerygma Patri 3, also 

mentions preaching "the gospel to men through the -·.worl.d 

that they should know 1:ihat· there is one God", and "fur­

ther examples are II Clem. l:4ff.; Tristides Apel. 15, 

5 p.23, 20f'f' • . Geffcken; ps. Cl.em. hom. 15, llp. 150, 

10 f'f. 
. 5 

Lagarde •••• " Thus, Bultmann claims the new 

combinations -- o. T. -- dewish theology and the Hellen­

istic enlightenment theology -- of the preaching or· God 

in the Hellenistic Church. IS God, the creator,,, also often 

described in eXQressions or· the Old Testament or Judaism. 

But "This creation out of nothing which is in accord 

~1th Hellenistic-Jewish tradition is emphasized also in 

Herm. vis I 1,6; mand. I l; II Clem. I, B."6 Here, all 

the way through, we can see how Bultmann tries to prove 

the doctrine of God as taught in Old Testament-Jewish 

theology and the Hellenistic enlightenment theology 

are parallel and that this is shown by ~Formula-like 

. "? expressions • 

4. Ibid, F. 67 

5. Ibid, P. 68 

. 6. Ibid. 

7. Ibid. 
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Ia. addition. to this, Bultm.a.nn says, "certaiJL 

Hellenistic (Stoic) rormulatio.n.s serve to describe God's 

creatorhood and rulership or the worl4 •••• AJLother tor­

aulatioa inteaded to express both God's immanence and 

tra.nfoceAdence at _the sam, time ·is th.at or -Herm. lU.lld • ,,, . . 
I, 1: '(He) contains all things, aDd is himself aloae 

u.&com.tained' or, Kerygma Petri 2: .tne ••• unco.ntaiaed, 

who contains all thugs; -· thia expreasio!l with. variations 

al.so .occurs in Hellenistic -Judaism. " 8 .. -

Si.ace J'ewish opinion was that lleatheapoly-tb.eian 

and idol.cU"try were ill sin. and vice, the missionary preacll­

i.ag to bel.ieve ia the one true God was a call-or repen­

ta.nce, but the call. to repentance had its basis 1.a the 

tact that God the Creator was also the Judge; moreoTer 

His -judgement took :place not in the private :rate o:r the 

sinner, but wou1d soon be he-ld over the entire world. 

So, Bultmann says, -"Hence~ Christia.11.preaching or the 

one true God is at the same ~im.e eschatological. procla­

mation, preaching or- the im.pend.ing judgement of the 

wo:r ld. 119 This inner conne c.tion, which also 1a emphasized 

in Judaism. (IV fJ>"• 5:56•6:6-1 ete.) is occasionally made 

explicit, as ill Kerygma Petri 2: "Know th.ere:rore that 

there is one God who made the beginning of all. thin.gs 

s. Ibid, P. 700 

9. Ibid, P. 74. 
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and has power over the - End. 1110 Thus,. Bultmas.11 connects 

the Hellenistic writings with the Scripture statements, 

because he 3ees the Hellenistic Christian. Church made 

the Church Kerygma up out of the Hellenistic writings. 

At this point Bultmann brings ths christolog1ca1 

motif into the Kerygma and s~ys, "At God's side or 1A 

pl~ce or God, _Jesus Christ appear~ a2 Judge or the world; 

he represents God, so . to say, as His plenipote~tia.ry."ll 

Then Bultmann. quotes Acts 17:31, "He -has fixed a day oa 

which he will.judge the world in righteousness by that 

man whom he has ordained.n And he gives other scriµ,-
.•,• • I 

tural references. to prove that, "Christ belongs in the 

eschatologica1 Kerygmao" Nevertheless, not only as the 

Judge, but al.so as the Saviour for those who belong to 

the Congregation or the faithrul. ·. The expectation or 

the mani:testation of the Saviour Christ Jesus- was, tor 

Bultmann, so taken tor grs.nted, as an. item or the Chris­

tian hope,- that "Saviour" became - a title ·for Christ uaod 

12 in a rormu.la.-like manner. The title "the Christ" was 

gradually lost and became a proper nam~ and ·later, in 

Latin-speaking Christendom, X (J (r,o S -was -.ao longer trans­

lated, but simply transliterated Ghristus. Bultmann 

10. Ibid, P . 77 
ll. Ibid, P •. 78. 
12. Ibid, P. 79. 
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says, "As a title 'the Christ' was not understandable to 

the Heilen.istic world,"1~ but ·merely as a proper name. 

However, the eschatological dudge and Saviour 

J"esus Christ is· none other than the crucified J"esus. ot 

1-!azarcth whom God. raised from the cr,ad and appoin.ted to 

his eschatological role, therefore, for Bultmann, "the 

message ~1 the raising or the resurrection. of Jesus is-

a basic constituent -of the Hellenistic Keryg.m.a, as the 

tradition of 1 Cor. 15:lrr. expressly attests, no matter 

whether any or all of its tormul.ation goes back to the 

earliest Church or not.nl4 Thus that God raised him. 

from. the dead is a tormula-like traditional statement, 

and. as such, a constituent ot a more or less crystallized 

creedal statement. 

The same thing is shov.n by the predictions put 

into Jesust mouth in .Mark (and also in Matthew and Luke) 

which carry back the Hellenistic Kerygma into the preach­

ing of Jesus. The focal. point in the sermons or Acts, 

is the Kerygma or Christ's death and resurrection (and 

exaltation). This means to Bultmann that this pattern 

o~ the Christological Kerygma is schematized b7 the 

Church .• 15 As a more exact and stable formula thus grew 

13. Ibid, P-. ao. 
14. Ibid~ 
160 !_1)id,_ P. 83. 
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out of th~ Kerygma and. gradually. crystallized into, cree 

~or Bultmann, the development or the formulation of 

Kerygma came to the literary torm: Gospel. Its oldest 

exemplif'ication is tb.e Gospel. or Mark. Bultmann gives 

the stages in the development o~ the Gospel.: "l.. The 

germ .... cel.l is the Kerygma or t-h.e death and resurrection 

ot· Jesus, so that the Gospels have been rightly called 

tpa.ssion ... narrat.ives' ••• -•• 2. The brie:r Kerygm.a. o-r the 

passion and 'Easter required fuller visualization, as 1 

Cor·. 11:23-.25 and 15:3-7 shoY1, ••• 3. The Christian "Sac­

ramentsn had to be accowt.ted for in the 1i:f'e of' Jesus, 

the aritica.lly worshiped Lord. 4. A visualizatio.a. of 

what J"esus. had done was also indispensa.bl.e, since his 

lite considered divine, served as proof of his authority, 

••• 5o Probably the apophthegms (i.e, uhort stories 

whose point -is a saying of Jesus and which in part also 

report miracles, like Mk. 3:1-6~ 22-30 etc.) also stood 

in th.e service o:r · this- visuallzati on. • • • 6. The reason 

that sayings or ·the Lord ••• from the Christological. 

Kerygma., came more and. more to be taken up into "the 

Gospel.'t is that missionary- preaching- conti.o.ued •••• 7 .. 

Finally both t~ moral exhortations &..nd the regulations 

or the Congregation had to be accounted tor in the life 

and ·words o~ ~esus."16 

loo Ibid, P. 86 

. \ 
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For Bultmann, the Gospel "evangel" is syaonymous 

with tho .message or "Kerygma n and in hia opinion the te:rm 

•evangel." is used as. the technical expression :ror the ::-.·:--:··; 

Christian proclamation in Hellenistic Christianity. 

Theref'ore, acceptance of' the Gospel means acceptance or 
the message and ia called -rr1·0TI s (:faith and belief') or 

I 

7T 10-,GU E:IV (to believing or having !'aitb..). Thus, 

f'or Bultmann, f'aith is the acceptance o:f the Kerygma and 

the Kerygma is the object of' faith. This semantic de­

Telopmen~ was prepared :for by the missionary- activity, 

because in missionag activity faith comes to be coa~ 

ceived of' as conversion to a new religion that is being 

preached. 

For Bul~ann., there is dif'ference or a develop­

ment of' the ttFaith" of' the ffellenist.ic Church tram. the 

earliest Church. -The faith of' the earliest Church was 

faith as a personal relation to God but this changed to 

raith as a personal relationship to tru, person of Christ~ 

or faith in Christ. 

b. Qhurch. Consciousness 

The question of' the concept of the Church is 

decisive. Does the salvation proclaimed by the Chris­

tian. message mean only the salvation of the individuai, 

the release of' the individual soul from the contamina­

tion or sin and from suffering and death? Or does it 

mean salvation for the whol~ rellowahip of God's people 
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into which the individual. is incorporated? Bultmann. 

says, "The ract that the earliest Church in its missio~ 

si::nply took the latter ror graI:Lted essentially ditfer­

entiate it from. the propaganda of other oriental relig­

ions or redemption; and, viewed historically, therein 

lies a bas.ic reason. for Christianity• a triumph oTer 

them," and he says · further, n1n Christiaaity, the indi-
. 

vidual belie·ter stands within the Co.n.gregation, am the 

individual Congregatio:a.s are joined together into one 

Congregation - the Church."17 · 

Bultmann explains th~ meaning ot the terminology 

"ecclesian so that it denotes not ·the individual Church 

at all, but the: wpeople or God", the te::Llowship ot the 

chosen at the end or days, and he .says, "This was the 

usage not only in th~ earliest .Church but also in Hellen-

istic Christian.ity, nlS and the individual Church berore 

long w&s called necclesia~ in the He1lenistie Church, 

the idea being that the i.ndi vidual Church was th.e mani­

.festat ion. of ~he one Church. Bultmann states that the 

reasons why a Church consciousness quickly developed ia 

Hellenistic Christianity were: th.e ef:torta or· Paul, the 

fact that HelleAistic Christianity. in part grew out ot 

Hel1enist1c synagogues, and the fact that the Old Testa• 

ment had been transmitted to them as a holy book. These 

motives all worked togetbar toward creating, ill the 

l?. Ibid, P. 93. 
1-8. Ibid• 
19. Ibid 5 P. 97. 
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Christian Congregation, a consciousness of solidarity 

with Israel. and its history. But Bul.tma.nn denies the 

continuity or · the Old Testament history into the New 

Test~ent and says, •the relation of the Church to Israe1's 

history is a pecU]jarly paradoxical one. because the course 

or events from Jacob-Israel ·downto the present is: not a 

continuous history but one broken by the eschatological. 

occurence in. Christ", and. he continues, "the eschatol.og-

1cal Congregation is not simply the historical successor 

and heir or the eapirical. Israel of history but the heir 

o~ the ideal Israei~•• which, in point of fact, it never 

actually was.n19 Bult!Dann rejects the real.izatioa o:r 

election in history an.d ·poi.:its to the escha.tolo.gical. 

Congregation. in the future. If it came into realization, 

then it was only in expectation, like Abraham, in a 

strong faith. However, Bultmann sta.tes on the contrary 

that in contrast with historical Israel, this eschatolog­

ical. break in history, does not mean ·discon.tLcluity in the 

history of · SQ! vat ion but pre cis·el:y the o:ppos.i te -- con­

tinuity. · ·This contrast is the · paradoxical · re1ati.on of · 

the Christian Congrega·tion- concept or the new · covenant o 

Church-consciousness ·in·cludes, for Bultmann, a 

consciousness of separateness and delimitation from the 

world seen in th.e fact, beli~vers are called "the chosen", 

l 

I 

l 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
l 
I 
I 



•' • ·, 
. ' 

.· . . ' 
- _'r. . 

·.V :. - - -
-. ·. ' 

·_ :) ~ 
·, 

.. ·,· 

. ,. ._ 
··-·, 

. 1; : 

- . ~--. 
_i, 

., . 
. _._; ; ~ 

. ·,._. 

··• 

- 60-

ttthe cal.led't, "the saints", "the sanctif'ied" or "cal.l.ed 

sain.ts't > etc. Bul.tmann de:fines the separateness as sel.t'­

exclusion from .non-Christian. cul.ts o-r every sort, and . 

delimitation from. the world ~s the sphere of' moral un­

cleaness and sin. The -Congregation is the holy temple 

or God, it is the spiri.tual house o-r God. . The. escha.tol­

ogical Co.ngregation ·real.l.y no longer bel.ongs to this per­

ishing world. . For Bultmann, this exp-ression is the para­

dox or the Christian situati.on. · He brings. -the Helle.i1-

istic asceticism.~- food -- asceticism and sexual ascet­

ism., and renunciation or property -- into Paul's teach­

ings in the New Testament-. Both are identified together 

by Bultmann as reflections o-r the imminent end of this. 

world. 

The Church-consciousness and the Consciousness 

of eschatological delimitation from the world are termed 

a dual.istic view by Bul.troaoo. This is the eschatologi­

cal dualism o:r Jewish tradition. But still further a 

possibility existed that the eschatologica1 conscious­

ness of delimitation from the wor-ld might mingle with. or 

even be replaced by another motif, namely, Stoic ideas--­

the Stoic•s battle against "desire" and his exhortation 

to rtrenouncen, etc. Furthermore, Bultmann says, "the 

motifs of Gnostic dualism could operate on Christian. 

thinking even in conjunction with. Stoic ideas, since 

for both Stoicism and Gnosticism, the sphere or rlesh 
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and sensuality is degraded, although the Spirit, which. 

is. the opposite ~ sensua.l.ity, is d.i:fferen.tly conceived 

by the two."20 Thus, Hellenistic Christianity is the 

product or Syncreticism$ He makes his great emphasis on 

this matter when considering the Fom·th Gospel, and says, 

"actually the Fourth .Gospel's consciousness . or Church 

unity is 1.n.i'luenced by Gnosticism."20a Neverth.el.ess he 

recognizes that Gnosticism lacks the specific character~ 

istLcs or Church-consciousness. 

c. The Church's Relation to Judaisr::J. and the 01d 
• Testamento 

The next problem. which a.rises is: how will. the 

p-robl.em of the Churchts rela.tion. to Judaism be so-lved -­

a p;roblem. arising :from its consciousness or. being the 

true Israel~- and how wil.l the authority of: the Old 

Testament be understood? 

The relation of Hellenistic Christianity to 

th.e form. of" Jewish Christi~ity represented by the earl-­

iest Church in Palestine is the relation between Torah~ 

enthusiasts -& the so-calied Judaizers -• and Torah-free 

Genti.l.e Christianity as represented by Barnabas and Paul.. 

The Hell.enistic Christian Congregation had 

grown out of' the synagogue and a debate with Judaism. 

itself' wa.s therefore n.ecessary. According_ to Bul.tma.nn, 

20. Ibid, P. 107. 
20a. Ibid. 
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t:t.is d.ete.tc devel.02,)s, 

of the Jewish Tor~h-reli5ion. 

+ ;-.o 
v . - ..... 

~ntit~esis to tee ~rinci~le 

The attitude of Hellenisti~ 

Pc1.ul' s stru.gs le · e.6ainst t:1e Jv.dP.izers, beer.use si<ie by side 

other possibilities existed e.nd. i•Ter·e :"ealized in :9re.ctice • 

The possibilities i;r.ich brou.stiabout t:.:.e Tora:~-:free attitu.c .. e 

of Hellenistic Christianity mentioned. by Bul tmanr.. cU"e: · a. 

Rc.dice~l ._ Gn::, s tic i sn. G:1ostic2.srr: ha'i its rc-ots in a dual-

istic -l"edem:9tion - reli3ion ".·:hich inv2,c..2d ~ellenis:m from 

tl::e orient. I.t -1·:as ~ pt.enomenon !Je.ra~.lel or corr:::_--1eti ti ve 

Rach of t~eEe move~ents influenced 

Gtrist::.P.,:n G:."2.osticis!n :vlnich: in its r~:lic2.l f'om, completely 

rejected t t e O~d Tssta~ent. 

bili ties is . '3-nostici::1:;., and ,-k.:.en t~1.is is e.c.c ---:,t t:;c. the Old 

Te3tan:er .. t,. ·.-ri th its le;w, b6ccn:es no lr::n.6 a::- Y-?.15-d. for the 

Eul t::iann s te. te s 

that this e~!st~e was w~ittGn after 70 L.D. a~d before 

1l.i-0 - very likely e.ftcr 100 A.D •• Its aut:1or .does not 

mentio!l t?1e 12.w of . t~1.e Old Test2.r::ent a.s t r..G ,-r?-Y . of sal-

Thus, 

T ~ • 1.uo.aism. The 

Old • Teste.:-I:ent m:: .. 1s t be inter~Jreted alle0orically, 

I 
·I 
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~hen twQ things will be tound in the Old Testament: 

ethical instructi~n and predictions ot Christ, and 

Christian salvation. e. The Epistle to the Hebrews. 

For it the Old Testament,as a whole,is a prediction 

e:r Christ and his work. But the author's chief interest 

is, for Bultmann, the interpretation ot the 01d Testa­

ment cul.t, and he insists that the al.1egorica1 meth.Gd. 

is used in the interpretation ot this. d. I CJ.emen~. 

This letter was written in 95 or 96 A.D. f'rom the Church 

at Rome to the Corinthians. Its author cl.aims that the 

Old Testament is a Christian book. e. Ptolemy to Flora. 

This is a letter written by Ptol.emy (140-160 in Rome) 

to a l.ady to instruct her in the right understanding of 

the o.T. Law. According to it, there are three parts: 

the legislation of" God, the legislation. or Moses, and 

the decrees of' the elders. And the law of God is divi- · 

ded into three: 1. the pure and perf'ect moral. law - the 

decalogue; 2. the J.a.w mixed with evil which Jesus a­

bolished; 3. the ceremonial J.aw. Nevertheless, the god 

who gave this three-f'old law is not the highest God, 

but a being standing between Him. and the devil; this 

middle-god is not to be called "perfecttt, though he 

is to_be called "righteous."' f. dUStin Martyr. The 
• N 

.A.pologete dUStin (ca. J.00-165 A.D.) deals with the 

problem or the o.T. ia a way that later became the 

typical method of the Church. He divides the o.T. Law 

into three parts: 1. The eternal moral law. 
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2. The Prediction ef Christ. 5. The Cul.tic and Cere­

monial Law in its original and still val.id sense. 

From these possibilities, Bul.troeoo draws the 

resulting picture which follows: 21 

a. The Old Testament Law is regarded as abolished 

so far as it contains cultic-ritual demands. 

bo The Old Testament in its entire extent is gen­

erally regarded as a book of predictions, which in Christ 

are partly al.ready f\l.lfill.ed, and partl.y proceeding toward 

fuilillm.ent. For Bul.troaoo, the method of interpretation 

of the o.T. used is allegorical. · In Bu.l.tmann's opinion. 

these conclusions were taken over from Judaism, especially 

from its Hellenistic branch, which in turn had taken it 

over :from Greek Hellenism, where, especially among the 

Stoics~ it had been developed as a method o:f interpreting 

the old mythology and the old poets, such as Romer. 

c. So far as the Old Testament contains ethical 

Commandments or. permits such to be read out of it by the 

he:Lp of allegory, its authority remains uncontested and 

valid -- except in radical Gnosticism. 

Though the :rorgi villg grace of God.., in view o:t 

Christ, is more certain than the Jewish o. T. trust, still 

this does not mean there was a.o:y- fundamental difference 

from the o.T. and Judaism until the relation between God's 

21. Ibid, P. 114-118 
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demand and the grace or God was deri.ned anew. Bultmann 

conclUdes that the Pauline doctrine or justirication by 
made 

faith al.one was that which rina1ly/the difference be-

tween them. 

d. Lord and Son or God 

In the Christian worship in Hellenistic Chris­

tianity there was neither sacrifice nor priest, nor was 

worship bound to, holy places or times in a cul.tie mann~r. 

The "word", both the preached word and the word 

of prayer and song, was the main eiement in the Syna­

gogue services. The preaching consisted in the exegesis 

or words of Scripture and the reading of a passage f'rom 

the Old Testament. But probably, Bultmann mentions, apos­

tolic writings and gospels along with Jewish apocalypse 

early everywhere, :took the place of the Old Testamen"t or · 

supplemented it. 

The act and attitude of worship in the Christian 

Congregation, acc.ording to Bultmann, does not first sum­

mon the deity before He is there, but rests upon God's 

being already- present. He is present in the Spirit by 

which the Congregation is conscious ot being sustained~ 

and with. which its speakers feel themselves filled. But 

He is also present in th.e word or Scripture when it is 

read. 

The deity whose presence is believed and ex­

_perieaced in the congregational gathering is the one 
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true God. But Christ too has become a cul.ticall.y- worshiped 

figure, and, Bultmann says, "This is the distinctive tea-
.. 

ture of the eschatological congregation in Hellenistic 

Christianity, for in it for the first time ~esus Christ 

:figures not only as the eschatological Saviour but also 

as the cul.tically worshiped tLord'~o22 For Bultmann the 

titles ttson ot God~ and "Christ" were dying out in Hel­

lenistic Christianity and the title "Kyrios,tt Lord was 

appearing in the congregations. This title "Kyrios", 

Bultluann claims, as applied to- Jesus>is not derived from 

LXX, rather is derived from the religious terminolpgy of 

H"llenism. -- oriental Hellenism -- in which Ky-rios was 

the Greek translation of typical te:rms which were wide­

spread in Egypt, Asia Minor, and especially in Syria, 

which is the land or origin of the term ttthe Lord" as 
23 

used absolutely. 

In Christianity, the title "Kyrios" is used as 

an exorcistic formula and this was done in Hellenistic 

Christianity. The name "Son or God" also occurs in ex­

orcistic formulas as a cultically worshiped :!igure • 

Bu1tmaon means to say: "The title 'Kyriost was f'irst 

conferred upon Christ in the Hellenistic Church."24 

22. Ibid, P. 124 
23. Ibid 
24. Ibid, P. 128 
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And h h1hoduc~ e says about the "Son or God" that it was tH·-eaga1:1 

by Hellenistic-Jewish Christians through the missionary 

message, which originally denoted the messianic king • 

Now its meaning changed to the divinity of Christ, his 

divine nature. Even so, the msaniog Bu1tmann gives of 
tn~ 

the divinity o-f Christ> ttson of God" is not that of New 
. J A 

. . 
Testament. He attempts through a Hellenistic way of 

thinking, to give several variations. One or the vari­

ation, an inheritance fran. Greek tradition, applied the 

~hologica1 idea or being begotten by a god, to man. 

The Hellenistic period knows a whole series of such 

"divine men", who claimed to. be sons of god, and some ot 

whom were also cul.tically worshiped. He, the di.vine son, 

is paradoxically the divine appearing in human form, and 

.. the content of his life is marked by miracles. Another 

variation was the conception of divine sonship as an in­

heritance fro.m old orient·al mythology-: the son-di Tines 

were worshiped as saviours who had suffered the buman 

fate Of' death but had risen again from death. Another 

figure was the "Redeemer" in the Gnostic myth, a divine 

being who should become man and suffer a human fate. 

For Bu1tmann, the Gentile-Christian conception 

· of' Christ as Son of God ill influenced by di:ff erent tra­

ditions, therefore, he applies the above variations to 

the New Testament usages or the title "Son of God"• 
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The Synoptic Gospels represent the rirst type 

an.d they picture Jesus as the Son or God who reveals his 

divine power and authority through his miracles. This 

is the way or thinking determined by Jewish tradition. 

But a1so the m.ythol.ogical conception or a divine son, 

according Bultmann, was taken over by Jewish Hell.enism 

ia Egypt and transferred to the devout men or the 01d 

Testament. There:rore. natura1ly, earl.y ill He1lenistic 

Christianity the legend sprang up tbat Jesus was begotten 

by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:20·) or by the '!>ower of' the 
. . 

Most High" (Lk. 1:35) and was born of' a virgin. The 

virgin birth was understood by the second type of' think­

ing, namely. tbat Christ was the pre-existent Son of' God 

become man. The Son o-r God f'igur_e of' the third type, 

f'or Bu1t.mann, was Gnostic thinking. The Son-divinity ot 

Gnosticism was independently developed in mythologies 

and in religions -- phi1osophioal specu1atk>ns like those 

or Philo, whose cosmic Logos was the "Son" of' God, and 

like the Hermetic writings. For Bultmann, the titl.es 

"Lord" and "Son o-r God" are identified with the mytholog­

ical terms which were used, either in the oriental mytho­

logy _;or in the Gnostic mythologies and rel.igious-philo­

sophical s9eoulationso In other words, Jesus became the 

Son of God by the syncretistic preachers or the Christian. 
()."Y\Y 

congregations and God did not become man in~auperaatura.1 

. way • 
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e. The Sacraments 

In the worship of the Congregation, the Lord 

Jesus Cbr-ist is present.. An individual. gets into the 

Congregation through baptism and in this way.he enters 

into relationship with the Lord. For Bultman. it is 

sell-evident that baptism is the indispensable condition 

tor admission. to the Congregation and ror participation 

in salvation, though for the Reformed :faith it is only ~ 

means of Grace. 

In earliest Christianity the sacrament was a 

miracle working rite, but> according to Bultmann, as it 

became 1ess understandable it was eliminated by the Hel­

lenistic Church, though Gnostic sects still practiced 

it ror a while. Its signit"icance for him is that Pau1 

mentions the custom without any- criticism~but he inter­

prets the mode or· thought behind it as Paul's own and 

as earliest Christian thought in general. Bultmann 

:m.entions :four interpretations of the sacrame.nt or bap­

tism -- purification, sea11ng by tb.e Name "Lord", be­

stowal o~ the Spirit, ana participation in the death and 

resurrection. of Christ. The last interpretati.o.u origi­

nated for Buitmann, in the Hellenistic Church and should 

· be explained as a Hellenistically understood imitation• 

sacrament. Such an interpretation is foreign to Old-­

Testament-Jewish thinking. Baptism is interpreted as 

mystery by Paul, and its effect is ca1led re-birth • 
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For Bultmann this mystery interpretation or baptism is to 

be seen in the statements or Ignatius Eph. 18:2: Barno 

6:ll.; Justin Ap. 66:l; and in Justin Dial. 39:2.25 

The mystery interpretation or baptism introduces 

the decisive point: The Christian imitation sacrament or 

baptism was given a relationship to Jesus' death and resur­

rection - i.e., to the occurrence or salvation -- th.is 

was not original. Bultmann compares this idea with the 

other sources, Ignatius and Barnabas, etc., who developed 

the idea tbat "water" (baptism) and "the cross" bel.ong 

together. The :first interpretation, according them, 

brought with it a danger or a Hellenistic>saoramental> 

magical interpretation. But Bultmann chooses it and 

understands the sacrament as an actualization, here and 

now, of the occurrence or salvation. He favors inter­

preting it existentia1ly. 

In Hellenistic Christianity the Lord's Supper, 

11ke baptism, is understood as a sacrament in the sense 

or the mystery religions. Bultmann tb1Dk8 that the spe­

cific idea of mystery about the comm.union does not come 

rrom. the sacramental meal, but is a wide-spread idea in 

primitive and classic cul.ts. This cultic idea or communion 

is used by Paul. Bultmann tries to prove this from Paul's 

saying in 1 Cor. 10:21.y "ye cannot drink the cup of the 

Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of' 

the -Lord's table, and of the table or devils.n lie 

25. Ibid, P. 142-3 . 

. I 
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interprets it "he (Paul) contrasts the cup· and table of 

the Lord with heathen sacrificial meals: as these make 

the partakers :partners (or communicants) with demons, 

the Lord's Supper brings about 'Communion' (or partner• 

ship) with the Lord •••• n 26 In this comparison, Paul 

accepted the idea or mystery, "Partner with demons" from 

the heathen cults. When the death of the Kyrios : is 

attributed to Jesus' last supper, it is specified as the 

real. function ot the cultic meal. 

Lik~ in baptism, Bultmann introduces other in­

terpretations in the Lord's Supper and maintains that 

such interpretations were adopted into the liturgy. The 

.Lord's Supper was conceived in analogy to Hellenistic 

memorial.:-ceremonies. Another development was the divorce 

or the sacramental meal from an actual regular mea.l • 

A.ccording to. Bultmann, the earliest witness to the sacra­

ment or- the Lord's Supper is Paul, and he :found it ai­

ready present in Hellenistic Christianity. The Lord's 

Supper was not a really cultic cermony original:Ly, but 

the meal was a bond and expression ot fellowship in keep­

illg with the tradition of Judaism and of the historical 

Jesus himself'. This meal has been transformed into a 

sacramenta1 celebration in Hellenistic Christianity. 

Therefore, Paul is named as the earliest witness to the 

sacrament of the Lord's Supper • 

. 26. Ibid, P. 148 
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-r. The Spirit 

According to Bu1tmann, Pneum.a-Spirit is the mir­

acul.ous divine power tbat stands in absolute contrast 

to al.l that is human. The manifestations or the Spirit 

in a man's conduct are that which is extraordinary, mys­

terious or terrifying, mighty, and which seems not to 

come from merely human capabilities and powers. The 

concept of Pneum.a is then the m1racu1ous -- insorar as 

that takes place in the sphere o-r. lturoan lire -- either 

in what men do or in what is done to them. The bestowa1 

or the spirt is an escha_tological gi:ft and its coming 

into effect in the Church is an eschatological evento 

Over against these concepts relating to the 

Spirit, Bu1tmann thinks, PnellJIUi·:an independent agent, 

a persona1 power in a.cimj ~tic thi ok:i ng, on _=:one hand, an 

impersonal force in dynaro1~tic tb1nk:1ng on the other 

hand. The :former conception is that or the 01.d Testa­

ment and Judaism. The latter is apparently present in 

o.T., but it is characteristic ot the Hell.enistic world. 

Neverthel.ess, the typical ~pneumatic" in Hellenism is 

the "divine man", who is of higher nature than ordinary 

mortals 1 :filled with mysterious, divine power, which 

makes him capable o:f miraculous insights and deeds. 

The power in him means the pneuma which is dynamical.l.y 

understood in early Christianity, tor Bultroaoo. 

For Bultmann) Pneuma is understood in a doubl.e 

' ' 1 
/• 
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sense: "On the one hand, it 1s the power conferred in 

baptism which makes the Christian a Christian -- a power 

which is al.ready in the present takes him out of this 

perishi.og worl.d and 'seal.st him :for the one to come. On 

the other band, 1 t is the power given now and again for 

the occasion to the Christian, enabl.ing him to accompl.ish 

extraordinary things."27 However, how will an. under­

standing o:f existence,founded and upheld by the eschatol• 

ogica1 divine power of the Spirit)develop? Bu1tma.on 

thus presents the problem of delimitation from the world 

· and of eschatologi.cal. dualism. Re says, "If the activ­

ity of the Spirit is seen in special deeds of power which 

are regarded as 1mambiguous signs of Spirit endowment, 

the existence of a Christian is in danger or being con­

ceived as that of a Hell.enistic 'divine man' and the es­

chatol.ogical. history of sal.vation com.es to be regarded 

in the l.ight of edifying l.egend ••• but which shows its 

tull consequences in the apocrypha1 acts of the apostles. 

But if, instead, the real. essence of Christian existence 

is held to lie in subjective emotiona1 experiences and 

the activity of the Spirit accordingly to be the pro­

ducing of emotional experiences, than an individualistic 

sort of Spirit-endowment will arise which may, or course, 

also express itself' 1n deeds or power, but culminates 

in ecstacy-. Then the Spirit will no l.onger be understood 

27. Ibid, P. 162 
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as the girt conf'erred U!)On the Church rather, eschatol­

ogical de-secu.l.arization will be interpreted in terms 

of' mysticism..n28 

g. Gnostic Motifs 

Bul.troaon considers that in the Hellenistic 

world it was a historical necessity that the Gospel 

should be translated into the terminology with which 

that world was familiar, which was Gnostic terminology. 

Re says, there were dif'ferences e.nd rejections, but 

sometimes Christianity and Gnosticism. combines. "On 

the whole one could be tempted to term Hellenis-tic 

Christianity a syncretistic structu:re."29 For Bultmann 

the only reasonable objection to the. syncretistic struc­

ture of' the Hellenistic Christianity is that it is not 

just. a conglomerate of heterogeneous materials. To an­

swer this problem Bultmann raised the following situa­

tions and the issues arising therefrom. 

(1) For Christian Missions, the Gnostic movement 

v.as a competitor of' the most serious and dangerous sort 

because of' ~he far-reaching relatedness between them. 

Tha t.Essence or Gnosticism i s a new understanding o-r man 

and the world; its mythology is only the expression or 
this understanding. In the o.T. the world had been 

home for man as tkd•s creation, but the utter difference 

of human existence .from all worldly existence was recog­

nized for the first time in Gnosticism and Christianityo 

28. Ibid, Po 163 
OQ _ Thid _ p_ 164 
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The world is a prison to man in Gnostic thought, and 

this idea is. expressed in Paui•s and John's writings :for 

Bultmann.. To know or the heavenly origin o:r one's sel:r, 

of one's world-foreignnessJand o:r the way o:r redemption 

out o:r this· world -- that is the de:finite "knowledge", 

the Gnosis, which gave the Gnostic movement its name. 

Since the world structure was made by the demonic powers, 

it is necessary that redemption comes :from the heavenly 

wor·ld. A light-person sent by the highest god, the son 

and "image" or the most high, therefore comes down rrom 

the light-world bringing Gnosis. 

According to Bultmann, the Gnostic movement took 

a concrete form in. certain baptizing sects in the region 

of the. J'ordan. The movement evidently attached 1 tself' 

to local cults in the near East, and in a syncretistic 

process melted together with them into the form or mys­

tery-Congregation; In this manner the mo•emen.t also crept 

in.to Christian Congregations.. But the e:ffect of' Gnosti­

cism extended beyond the circle of religious groups: its 

ideas al.so spread into the Hellenistic religions philos• 

:phy of neo-platonism • 

( 2) If' Christian preaching remained true to the tra-
"lhe 

dition of' the o.T. andAJudaism and of the earliest Church, 

definite contrasts between it and Gnosticism must be 

straightway apparen~. The Christ18Il message did by and 

large hold to the idea that the world is the creation of' 

i 
I 
I 

i 

'I I 
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the one true God, and hence that the creator-God and the 

redeemer-God are one. 

(3) Gnosticism is only dealt with so far as it is a 

phenomena)'lwi thin Christianity. The Gnostics considered 

themselves Christians teaching· a Christi~ wisdom) and 

that is the way they appeared to the Churches.. Hellen­

istic Christianity was in the maelstrom of the syncre­

tistic process. At tirst, Gnosticism probably penetrated 

into the Christian congregations mostly through the me­

dium or a Hellenistic Judaism that was itsel:t in the 

grip ot syncreticiS?n. The Syncreticism ot Hellenistic 

Christianity isJin other words, Jewish Christian Gnos­

ticism. Hence, Bultmann insists, Gnosticism could not 

be regarded as a heathen ~aith, but as a ~orm ot Chris~ 

· tianity. 

4o In what manner then did _Gnostic thought, myth, 

and terminology int1uence Christian thinking and contri­

bute to the development ot Christian theological language? 

This question naturally arises tor Bultmann since he be• 

lieves Gnosticism is a rorm ot Christianity and considers 

their interrelationship so intim.te. Bultmann answers 

the above question: 

(a) By further developing the concept ot eschatolog­

ical dualism or by further developing cosmological think­

ing in a more consistant way. It is Gnostio language 

. when Satan is called "the god or this world" (II Cor. 4:4), 
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ttthe .:. ruler or this world" ( ;r • 12: 31) , "the prince or 

the power of the air" (Eph. · 2: 2) • Both in mme and mean• 

ing "the rulers this: agett, who brought "the Lord of 

gl.ory to the cross (l Cor. 2:6.8), e.re :figures o:r Gnos­

tic Mythology. Aside :from the terms :tor mythologicai 

:figures, the terminology- in which dual.ism. is expressed 

shows extensive Gnostic inrluence. 

(b) Gnostic .mythology l.ies behind the al.l.usion to 

the fali or creation in Rom. 8:20:rr. According to it~ 

creation "was subjected to futility~ and had fallen into 

bondage to decay,tt30 under which it groans in expecta­

tion of release. For Bultmann Rom. 5:12 rt. interprets 

Adam's fall quite in keeping with Gnosti.cism when it 

speaks or Adam bringing sin and death upon mankind. The 

contrast Psychic-pneumatic in l. Cor. 15:21, 44-49, to 

designate two basically different classes of. men, is an 

especially clear indicat£on that Paul's anthropological 

concepts had already been formed under the influence o~ 

Gnosticism, because for him this contrast can be explained 

neither by Greek usage nor from o.T., but only from Gnos­

tic anthropology. Thus, Bultmann says, "Gnostic mythol­

ogy serves to characterize ma.n's situation in the world 

as a lUe which by its origin is destined for destruc-

tion, a lite that is prone to be ruled by demon's powers.n3i 

30. Ibid, P. 174 
51. Ibid. 



' , .. 
i}:-· 
... . ' . -. -

-- : •, ·. 

)/ j . . 
' ,! . ' 

• <."'. . 
· / · ··, 7 , . . _ 

•s 
' ~ . ' 

. .f.~.: : . ·. 
•• __ ._1-. _, 

' .-, , . . . , .. · . ~ . 
.( • : ' . 

.. ·-· · 

., .. 
•,• 

. ; . -.. . 

-78-

(c) In Gnostic concepts, the Redeemer appears in the 

history ot sal.vation as a cosmic figure, the pre-existent 

di vine being, son ot the Father, who came down f'rom 

heaven and assumed human form>and who, after his activity 

on earth was exalted to heavenly glory and ¥{'rested sov­

ereignty over the spirit-powers to hirosP.lf. In other 

words, this Gnostic Conception or the Redeemer, for Bult­

mann, was adopted by Paul in Phil. 2:6-11; Eph. 4:8-10; 

and also is found in Hebrews. 

(d) For believers the cosmic triumph ot Chris.t means 

emancipation from the demonic world-rulers, sin and death. 

The Gnostic idea is utilized i.o. this connection. 

(e} Bultmann interprets Paul's use or the term, "body 
-

· ot Cbristtt, {Rom. 12:4: 1 Cor. 12:1.2-27, 6:15-17) by the 

Gnostic term "body" in order to explai.n the inner unity 

of' believers with each other and with the Redeemer, and 

this very materially determines the development of the 

Church-concept tor him. According to Bultmann, the 

"body" concept in Colossians (l:l.5-20) is apparently 

originally or a mythological or cosmological nature. He 

sees the same in Hermas (II4, 1). The Gnostic motif is 

used when the '/ 1-rg h, s, who are building the t ·ower of the 

Church are called "holy spirits" and "powers of the Son 

or Godn (IXl.3,2). Also, in Ignatius, the Gnostic myth 

ini'I.uenced the view of the Church: The Church is the 

body- of Christ (Sm. l:2); he is its head (Tr. 11.:2~ 

I 
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(f) Conversion from polytheism to faith in the one 

true God was cal.led, ttto co.me to knowledge of the truth" 

----which Bultmann calls emancipating knowledge -- and 

was common in Christianity and Gnosticism. This he says, 

"thett Christian preacher could say in Gnostic terminology.n32 

He claims that Christian and Gnostic zeal. for "knowle~e" 

united. Paul, a1so regards the Gnostio terminology as the 

appropriate form or expression for the Christian under­

standing of experience, and he is just as proud o:r his 

liberty and authority as the Gnostics are (1 Car. 9:1-23). 

(g) Bultmann asserts that the Gnostic myth and term­

inology o:rtered the possibility of elucidating the eschat­

ological occurence as one inaugurated by the history of 

Jesus Christ, and now at work in the present and in pro­

cess of consummation, and the possibility of comprehend­

ing the Church and the individual as placed in the ground 

context of a process of disaster and salvation. 

"Gnosticism's intent is such an understanding of 

one's self; that is what comes to expression in the "Gnostic 

consciousness of 'liberty' and 'authority'no33 But the 

question is .whether or not the paradoxical character ot 

"liberty" is recognized. For Bultmann, liberty is under­

etood as liberty only it this state is kept in existence 

by an ever-repeated responsible decision, because of the 

32. Ibid, P. 180 
33. Ibid, P. 182 
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fact that the possibility of being sarkikos (a man de~ 

termined by flesh), in accord with genuine existence in 

true history, continues to etist. 

Failure to recognize the reality .~ot human exis­

tence in actual history involves a non-paradoxical mis­

understanding or one's possession of the Spirit and of 

the liberty it· brings, and this misunderstanding carries 

with it tbe surrender of the idea of creation. 

This Gnostic fail.ure to recognize ~ buroaD ex-

istence as fulfilling itsel.f in .one's actual. history l.eads 

also to a non-historical interpretation of the "kinshiptt 

idea. It is significant that Gnosticism tends to produce 

an individualistic type of mysticism, in which the re­

demption, the ascent of the Self, is anticipated in medi­

tation. and ecstacy."34 

34. Primitive Christianity, P. 171 
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TI1e Historical Fcsition of Fau~ 

o:t.' 01.u is tian t.i:.e::Jlogy e.r..d se.:,;s, 11St2.~ ... c_ir.,_g ·.-, i tl-: in t :C.!.e 

theo-

lo.o i'cal nu•+; ✓--•s ·l- r1 .c +- "·T61"6 in "· h e "-"'i'Ocl::.r,·1A.:..-ion o f · - 0 - - U-..l. U--- U Y, _ ___ t, __ v l_✓- _ t,_ _ _ t h e 

Hellenistic Chu.2.'ch to 'the c~arity of theologicG.l t h in~-

Eellenis tic pr ocJ..a,e;1a -c,io~ and b1·ougb.t t i1eru. to 2.. dscis ~~on ; 

becarne 'the :f 0~16.er of' Ci1r is t ian tneology . 111 

to .Bul~!.'...:.t~Ln, Fa ~l v1as acq_uain ted 1:ri th :901Jula:.' 

pnilosophy and. the .:;_)b.e.c.o.a~ena of· T::-,i C.' i·ous - ---.:,.., s yncr· e'ljisr:.1. at 

an early age. 

Hellenistic J~daism a nd possibly ~is theolo~y ~aE i n -

f'lllenced by tt.e t.i:i eologicc.l i6.8e.s of" syncr·etj_sI!.!. of the 

.mystel'y-r·eli;ion.s e . .nd. of" Gn•:)S ticism. . 3ultrr.unn clc.ii:1s 

. tha t Pc.ul •,:c..s n.ot e.. .!_.:er·son2.l discigle of j·ssus, t .i:16r afm.:e, 

Eellenistic 
2 

Clnll' ch. 11 

au,-.:.c:: .... ~ on "-;7••,u. 0 t 
:l.. -~ L,_ -- V.1._ J..: ._ 

1-- . d .li)l ., 
2I bid. 

p . l c7 

tl:.e 

- 81 -

... 

' 



. .... 
.-- ·· .. . 
. . :· ?: . 

· \ ' . 

L · 4~, I • •• ' 

· : -.. 
~-:-;·.·, .. 
~-- ;) ·: :. 

., 
:-:f);#' . 

: . . ,•, ' ; 
1; • ·.t : . 
•• •• l • 

-·-~·•, ; 
. .... .. \ . 

-~ ~.,;.. ~ =-.,_. 
:~-~~:_:. :. 

_:.; . . 
·--~--
-~:\. \ . ~- -

!.' . •·-··· . .~ . ~--':'. 

:r: 

· __ :· .. ~_: 
-'°':. .. - ~~ ,: 

': ! .... ,. 
• -. ! ,: 

-;·: 

.. . ,,. 

., ,.. 

" .. 
• t _..' 

- 82 -

asser-tE:c. to he.ve 1· iseE f:c·o ~;. ~he dead, as tb.e ez:9ectad 

;,;:essi.a1:".:. . But for J?e..ul, acco:::•d.j_rJ.d -r,o "C£l e t:r·ad. i-c.:..o:::.s of tr...e 

fathers and tl1e 1.ro::cah, it r.:ea.:.'1 t \'!i:eth el' n.e wc.s willir:..8 to 

aci---..nowled6 e in the cr·oss of Oh1°ist G-oci's jud.2..r.::.enT, u:pon his 

self-tu~derstanding up to ~hat time - God 's cor..defil.~~t~on or 

Jewish striving afte~ xigh-ceousnass b y f ulfillin~ the works 

or the law. Fa ul :first :rej6c·i:;sd. -cr .. is q_uest:'...on E..nd. be came 

a l)e:c·sec utoI· oi' t !:e C:.!.~ch, o;_i_t at h is co.r:ve.r 1:;io.;: i1e sub-

mitted to t l.iis jud.g:.u.er1t of· God.. 80, }12..ul's CO!lVe~sion ·was 

not the res ult of' an inne1' .i:!101.·21 collt:.pse. It 1itc..s not a 

conveI·sion o-:f ra1Jen"Gance; r.eiT,he.r· W3..s it one of e mancipating 

enlightier..ment ; :rathe1· , it ,.-:as obedient sue.mission to t.he 

judgn.en t of God. Eis c onve:::·sion brought him il:.to the 

Eellenistic Ghurci: a...rid he p:r·ea. cn ed. in t:i.:e EelleEis tic 

tel'ritol'y as a Hissiona:ry another Eellenistic 

',:as -ci~e c..d.voc& te of Eeller.!.is tic 

to t~:.e :f'ale s ·cinit.n Church , at 

the Apostolic coun cil. 

Bul t r:'.6.n.::.L t .i: .. inl,:s t l::.2. t e..f' ter· ?:::.t...l -,;:e.s 

made no e:t:r- 02:t tm·:2-r- d ccr..tc:.ct 'V:i t:C.!. Jes1..;.s' diz c i u l c s or t h e 

I-:i.s si~ce ~ e protes~s , . 
f:. l S 

':) 

.. • rt .. .., 1 ? ✓ 1.Il Ld:i .l. • - .._ • Ee doubts 1--e..:.J.l's q_uo-ce.t2.·.,ns in t ~1i s 

:p . lS 3 
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conce1·ni1.1.i:; the trs..ditior..s of the Jer·t1.sc.leu Ci1.u::· ch . Of' 

couxse, there is the influa~ce of F~lestinian tl'ad~~ion 

conce11 nL.:.g the i1isto:r y m1d. 
wh•ll 

asse:r-ts T.l.:.at ,.raul :r·ef"erl' ed 

thinking not o~ t h e ~istorica l ~ut of tLe pre-existe~t 

by tlJ.e exalted Lord. 

ideas·, is neitha1' a rec2.pitt;.l ation of J est:s ' 0\111 p1' e & c 1J.iEg 

nor- a f·u:rtr.:. ex d.evelo:psen t of' it. Bu.ltLl.e.:n.11 .zie.xt points ot':.. t 

011 t h.G 

i'orah in f'e.vor of" his own te&c.:.dng a ·oout the 'i'o-r· a r, 
- - c;. ___ ' and 

t h==.i:; tii e concept, heisn of God. , 'Ji:.ich v-1c::.s be.sic fo1· t h e 

Neither i s Paul 's descri~tion or the essence of salvation 

as t he x i gi".:. teou.snGss 0f God pc.r::-,lleled i n Jes us' pr· eac h iLg • 

i s e. new stJ:-uctu.r e, 

Juciais!l!. o.r.:.Q ~.:.c:. s 

3--, .. ~- ,-· 
2..02.n., p • .L C·.:5 

1--, . - 7 -9 · .L o:..c... , p . _ ti · 

ch.e t l:.eolo,_:;y of' 

i nd.5- cat0 ;;;; else 

e . .c.d 

E<;;ller:.istic Cl··.·r· ~ ct ~ ...,c.· "' l' +.~, 
- --'-- ...J - .., J...;. v..; • 
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tion betueen Jesus and Faul in t~e sefise t~at he received a 

ce.lli~g on the D~llasccJ.s 1·oad, b~~ a s2_:-sci.al r-evela~::.on, bv.t 

it \-•as ,·,, i:.·r·"'lV },is c::u_·,,·,-.en a·evi"'.:' _;,_.L.-"S 
V .L--- '--' -"" -- - - ...L -- - -•-~ previous t:..:.'1d.ers~ar:ding 

of hiwself - pr'ide . 

b. i-.::an p:rio:r:· to tb.e h.evelati.'.)n cf J:!'a:.tn 

Fauline t~eolo3y is net a spec~l~t ive system. 

It deals v:i t~::. God. not .::.s Ee is in Ein!Self' but only ,.-;itll 

God as Ee is sigr.:..:Lfic[l.nt for· F'c: 1' - f"or 11:ar..'s :.:-es_?o:-.;.s.:..bility 

and me..r: 's salvation . Cor-.:i:-es~on.6.in6.iy, it does .rHYC deal 

v..,.-i th the vrcn.· ld s.nd r!Z.n c..s 

cons tfu'1 tly s e&s tl:s ';·;or le. a.::-:d li..e..Z-.L in t:-iei:r 1' elc::.. ticn to God.. 

claiLS tn~~ ~a~l's t t.eology is 

al3o anthropolo~y. 

?~~l does not s~eculatively 

disc:J.ss tl.i.e rc.etaphys:.ce.2.. essar:.ce of" Clnist, o~ his rial& tion 

to Goe., as tne O.i.1 6 

and. 1~n . cc.ristulo6y is simultane:Jv.sly 

.bu.2. k.i.b .. r..n tr ec. ts i:.2.ul' s t :-.1. cology (;..:3 t t.e .do c t:r ine of" 

I •• • ·- • -,-• ~ . , • -'- u· f • . • , . ... - ., - U~ •• •l,• ,'"\ ~·-1' •_. ~ _•,, :::- H,:::, _~, ,:°-',. ·;·. _·•, •u•. [!_ ' '.J._,:, _-f',· "-'°. _;, ~-. '!_.!_ J .....,....·:.:. . .!.l . .L J_ .L ~ \J , _ u_:. .. .1..1. ~~ _:_ · L v ""' ~ - v v ::. .., ...., · -

cut. 



-- ;;~. 
• C 

.· •, 

: ! · . 

. r~-~- : . 
. · ·. · ·, . 

. .... }. . ' . 

. :~: 
i : . . 

. . .r,.~__..; :: : 
: ·;. ~: . 

-' 
,, ... 

: '. :.· 
• l., 

.. . •:.. . 

... , -: . ·.: 

. :-: .. 

- 85 -

( l) 

In d.efin-

~nth~opoligic~l view can be placet ~n ccntr~st ~~th t h e 

so;..i.l o.:r· 

d.e.:.:.oted. by 1:::: r.. is c::.:.l led. s o~..:.G. ir ... 

other· i s callee. 

:r ele. tio:c.ship o:r, Eore is so c-:.2..led 

the :res .:_.;ect 

to l:is teir_g able to co.r:.t:i.:·ol l.::..:.:..:b 6::'...:t a~::.ct t8 be t Le otie ct 

&.LC:. t ::.e. t 

P,.l_l !-· ,•,·, ·r• r 1,y < ir.;1·~ o••, •·· ·r.·,,_,y. \'.::. ·r -;-c.Q· '- \,,...,_:;I_J _.v_..,J. _u. vv ..L c.. . ..:''-'.:. v-'.J •.J 

.- -
.;_ V 

~ 0.:...~2---- ~u 
'-"'-

or1e; t lu.:>. t ile be c.t 

T.l:. e 
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bo<iy . 

1' 6 S"c.lJ: l' 8 Ct :..C.i.1. ( 
·;- r,,. ..,, 
_ Vv.:.. • I~1 ci.is tir..0 tior ... 

to 

111 1 S u.r1d.el' S t[::.nd t.:.i .S 

b.is -· , 6 
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2. cco::6.2.r..g ·Go ·,-;i.2.c:0. l.:<.:.r,. ' .s s~l:t' i s 

l i:i"e - as sO.!l.!.':!..·;.;ic 

G-r_ostic duE.J.:..s.rr_ f. iLc e P:::.L!.l 

.: ·, TT _r_ - - C ::>1' • 5: 
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I:1.ys tic is.m. us es the 11!0::::·d - in v1;::ich i:.e vte.s i £.:.:t'll:. 8L.C ed. by 

belo.n§;S eSS6L.tiall~1 to oei!l; r.zr.:. • 

Zoe • e.n d. 

distir.:.guish i--c,self f°l'O.w. its s o~-selt, c:.!ld this is do:r:ived 

fro!11. t.e:.e 

tries to cti-:el' c:.nthr o~Julo6 ical tol' ff.1.S \·-rhi ch 

1:-'-::..ul uses to:r t l1at :real self" , r1ar;~ely , FsJc:-_e (soul), Fri.euua 

.:::.E; says, tr It i3 ver.·y pac u.lis.:r 

·t£.:.at :E-aul is iE:f"l.uen c ed in ac..c.ition by G:.10stic usage , with 

the l' .es ult ·cr.!.a "G ne us es 

s p s ci:t i c0.lly ·che ,;,1U1J.:.c::.n s "Gate o:t 

ill.oar.. !£.:.e1' e c.n.irG:.. l t.c.:.G ea::.:-tL2.y 

71•0~ ri y ·, 
.LUo > .!;' • 
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place of a pei·sor.:.al l)I·ono;.;_n . 

of· r.ian h e doee r..ot 1D.ac;.n s o.rn.e :C.:.igl:e:r: p.I·inc i.:9le 'i'l i t h in lli n or 

c:: ~ ····.e c, ··Je c~ :=: l ....., VJ.- .,.. ..:. . --·- i ntellectuc.l or 

self. .ln d.i s "G2.11c ti on pr:e~_:J.:.a s eerc.s also 

to c:.. S C 0L S c:. 8t:..S o.r a'.·;~r- e of" itself . 

de_p::i.r• 'GS u s2,rcl ... e -----

will. k ow, va.:ri·.::ius :9oss:..o:..2.itieo oi" r· E::;6e.rd.ing .c£n or ti1e 

self', coL.Le to lisl1 t in ·c i1e 1.:se 

h~n is a livin3 un~~y. Ee is a 

r,~r ~on -1·1 0 c ·.,. ··~ r• orve r- :..,~_ .. :-·oJ·e··c-, .. +o _·,1i· • ... •· .0 el1"' . J:! v . ~ __ '/ .:.__ • <;;..L_;_ U,::; v -': -- '..) - V - Ee is a 1,e:c son 

having a relc;.t.ior .. 3h i p to lL~-~ eli' ( s ., ,, .,1· 
\,_ ... -~ . is a })EH son 

lives in h is i ntention~li~y , his pu.r s \J.i -c SG!il.8 

his willing ar_d. knowing (:9syc:-:e, pr:.e'U!J.a.) . 8 

is also s ~js~~~t ia~ed. i n t~e c oncar ~ of ~ne zoe (lif e) 

'\.Y.!liC .!.1 r,,r-. r 1 '~ i .,... 
----..:. ..... , -.1J. riavur e ti .. e case, 

i-:: ·-·~ v ,;;. r• 11t..~·n •,, a l Z "' ,:.. t y God , 
_i....; c.: - v-.L. _ v """"'- _ _ v_\J_ c.nd. it 

is ter:i~.;or·ally lim.i ·ced 1:-1i.6. :t' i r.!.<iS its e,n6. i n 6 .. ec. tn does n :J t 

1" '."'I ·•· : : ·- l f o n -t,· o l 0 " --: c t·. 1 ·, 
- """.._ -- - \ -- - .:..J - "'"""" - I 

r:£anir.:.6 c:..S t i,. e con c0:9 t zoe wt.en usbd to d.esi;r..s. te £.:.::. t :..J.:r[:.l 

8-- . . 
..!.C-l C. ., i- • 



"' "-_,,,..1 .,-,,:. 'Ji . 

I~-~ i•~·~ ~~ .... _:;~ · .~-
. . : . , . ... • .. 

·=··~:.,: : ' :· 
; ,· ' ·; _, :; . 

-~-: ~.; .. . -... . ' 

·. \:>f ?: -'(~ ~. 

, .,• r 

__ -·!_;\"; 
:-.-:-.:,::.- : . 
,; .... 

. : ; .. . . 

.· . ·. ' 

.. · ·_:; 

. _, . 

I • • 

,:,• ., . 

- 89 -

in his conc:rete e:x:is ter.1.ce, -che inte;~ tionali ty o:t· human 

existei::.ce. Paul's co~cept or life, as lived 

b ,1 rr-~·n ,J ..,_ ___ ' is parauoxical ~ L 

subject of 

self is I.!.Ot self·-or·aatj_ve, l ike Goe.. Fai.:~l see.s i::.i.o:selt 

in vrl.:.ic i:.!. ne cc::.n gai:-.:. !::.is 2 elf" or lase it. 

ex_p:i.:-5s.sion in the f'e..ct ·G.r.:.c:.t he 6.oes not si.rn.})2.y u11ve", but 

Bult.w.c.i1il says, 11i.i:te is li-v-ed. in Bo2e sphere e.nd 

thLt sphere gives it its direction. . . 
a 

.c.an al-v..rays lives t i"o!· t oI· t,.o t c:, , •,Le·l,·- ;, -j -., o : r ✓ •'-' rQl t,' , - ,~ ·r i::, f 'QT6 
V ~ V .a.- ---Q ) '---- -- V- ..._, - -

a r(,ents lii' e is eitLeI' f·or o:r to i!.i1i2Seli', or living f'or God. 

.2,ut in 

these state..:.:.:.ents, '.'ii"!.i oii d.e!::cribe S,i-iE:Cii'icc..ll y t h e CLris ti.an 

ontologice.l I.G.E:aning •ci ... is :i;;:;:-es:.1:9:.90ses i'cr 11 1:i.i"e" c..s a Hfo:c m. 

oi" 
• .1 l C ex~ Qt, - ·,, C - I -- .J......, c;__ 0 • 

Lind and Cons cie:n ce • '.i.'t.e ter·n:.:. no ... ts !!lost clear· ly 

ezi;!esses the beir_t; o:t 1...:.ar.:. s.s a si:..ecif'ic self ti1<.:.t is t i!.e 

S ;,~- ". - c .... l, o"'"· -;-,· s o•,rr: , ;,i"'l-i ·,- u v_...., c.. Ci ..i.. - ~ • • -- 1:. -- ---.;:_, it is .riot 

9_-,.-,, _~, u··_. , u 1'· :210 
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tne .2in6. or tne intellect a.s a spE:cial f"ac ,_:_lty, but the 

e.s !:!la..r1 except. in t l:e 

the Divine Spirit. in the s~a.te cz ec&tasy . '.i':c.e :tull me~n-

ing of" nou.s is shm1n sea a r.;.o-r,nel' la.v,r 

in my Iile£1.:.be.r s, against la1,; ,·,. 'T rl 17 1'1 c_• ( r, Q' l 1 S ) II _.,.,,. ---- -- '---- . 
B°J.lT,r..2.n.i.1 says, "the .iJ.OUS: tnerer'ore., i..s 1:1&r.:. 1 s l'~~-1 se2.i' 

in distir..ction f1•0:n. r.is sor.:a. -che self vrl:i.ic i:~ 1.~a.:::; 0ec:H,:..e ---· 
11 

oojectivize6. in :r-e:.c:.tion to 1-~L.!.Gelf"." r.L'Li.s self (tr1e 

n:::1..:.S) is e.n u.nci.e::::s t ~nd.i.::::g self, t~:a t !.18::..1· s Gou. 1 s ·iI -:,_ 11 

According to liumo 12:2, n ous h~s ~s c~e of its 

fur1c•i:.i0r.:.s to p'l:ova (d.oki.m.azeir..). Bultlli.2.l.L1 t.akas tl:.:.is 

word a21d t:ranslates it to 11.c-.:.c..k e a jud.5Dent 11 and develops 

says, is self -c.i.12. t uakes i -cselr the 

object of its 
. . . .,12 

ov-/n J U(lg lr~g. I 

is consc:.cnce ( . . \ synelG.f;SlS I. 

11-, . ,, 
.lOlQ., 

12rtid., 

-.... 
.::' . 2l2 

II : ·. n Q .. °"°.1.··. S , . .. i ' ,.:; ·'. r. :.• IT 0 "" If ·r ;-. o·:,1- -; n 'J l1 
~- V vC. .-U---o ..L. .L:-- y --·o 

r1~ ➔ ~ cr.r.c cr ~ 'oelon~s __ i,,;, V - ~ .,.! L, - - ;:;, 
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}·aul I s tine oecaus e Eellenis tic Juc..e..is.m hc.d. e.lr eady e.}/Pl' O-

yl'iatcc. the vwrd in t:-iis se!1se. 'i1:::ie ~e:rr.i also 6.er::. otes a 

ti1c:.n sc2a d.oe::,. ~fr .. i].,e so~.i.c. se:i:ves to 6.is tin~ .. 1ish the 

objectivized self from trie reel self and to charac~erize 

thG s01.1.2.-self f::..S 

ot· uu.ts.::..d.e po,.,;e:.:· s, cc;ns c ie1.:.ce d.es ign-=. tes a man's 

of· .i:J.is cor1.d.:...1e t as his ov,.rn. is not a sta~e 

of i:ti11cJ. but one 1 S , ·,i nQ· .u.,.___ ' C0nscience Ee::.1.ce, 

conscience is 11a k::.1.011,lc6.f. e of' goc6. c:'.nci evil hllci.. of the 

~ • . . •t lj .. . ' , . l co:cr·es::9oj_-ia::..r.:g cona.i.::.c~.· .!..nsorar 2.s ~.a.e c onscience s 

},.:r:!..owled.ge 1:..1:ipli cs to t.i:12. t v,i:.ich is d.e r,·:2..ncied. 01· s::::.n, t.i:.:.e 

decisive ti1i.r:.g is tlle..t conscience l<::nows tl.'..c.t "Ghere is s~.cl1 

S6e;1 , says 

Fc:.liJ. lUJ..d.el'S taHd.8 a i:±-.il I s self as t n.E:; Sf GCif"ic self ·vi~:icl".!. 

as su ,.-iing 

..;4,_,...,. 
.l '..).J. 

-; ' 
ove.r to h::..L f'ro!J. outs.::..c.5 li.i.LiseJ_::'.". w--4 

13..,..._: · 
.:!:.Y~. ' 

1 1, 
"T7b: . 

...,_ .1.C. • ' 

lj_fe tu:r·ned 



_.. . ... ....... ) .. 
~ ~ ; , ~ .: 
~- ,:-· 
-.:~; '~ ~ . 
·,:->;f 
-·L·::;:.:· . 

. ' 
_ .. :..:,·._. 
--::. ; : ... 

(: :_~5 ~-:. : 
\: ... _t •• 

' -- __ ...... . - _,:.. .. 
·.·· ,:_..·,. - . 

_ ... ·~t:-: 
~. -~-:~-

. :-: ·::--. 

·:· ·.·-)\ ~ : 

. ..... . 
. :. ·:/~;: : 

,i ~ 
. \. _., ' 
. : -... 

•• • r ... 
. .. ~)i .: 

:" . :.' . 
·: .· 

. ...... . _ 

- 92 -

COi"lS titu.tes '.!:l:.e v e:-d :.. ct of· 

conscieLce is absolu~ely va~ia, inas~uc~ ~sin it obedience 

"' . 
].1..LC.!.!..li lnz, Ir.!. i:C 3: 2.4 :r. , Z.l".:.d 

fil2.u TS 

.i.n '3.1:.:] 1.'.:C.:.. e t.!.:.,Hl acu OJ.' d ine: 

it is 

dou~ts a s well LS oe:iev es (h02 . 10:6-10~. 

a.1is0s vfr.1.en G-oe. caLi_ses lj_g::t t o c.u1ii,;: ... ir.. tt.e :iGc.:ct (II Co:c • 

er:.ce ( r:- •• ·,· c_· : 
~--- I lies 

1 5 ... . . - ' . • Q 
.,!.,. !-! ..:... • 
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A,::i' 
7./ 

~ .. n t h e fe.ct ti1c.t aE eleEec'c 

".c.ina. i1
, but r.:.ot in 11i1ee.:rt 11 • 

eleu er1 t is a.i1.d 

Q '='• ~ - · ,.. . .. .: r r • 
..L J.\..l.1.-• u ~---e:_ is 

t-.r.!.e 

tLo do.::.ir.:.2.n t 

C: ,. -· ... -..., ...,G. \JC of beins 

2 0ved by f eeJ_inc s. I n ;:;.dc.i-c.:..on tc t l':is , t ;, e te:r.m " :::ct:..r t n 

ca 1:. ex::;,:ress ·cI::.e ide e. t. i:.t:-.t t;.:.e s a:;_f 1 s :.n ter;.t a n d v1i. ll F!.a.:J 

be a hide.en thi.uG, : 11:C-.:.ea:rt is t. .o.e i:iter::.o::: in c ontl'2.s·.:; to 

16 
tl:e ex-ce:rio:r· 11 , a1:d t h e r·ec.l self· irl c o1:t1•2.st to ;,,-lll.!. t a 

1r,an appears to be. 

'l"i~e ext.er i o:r a n d. t h e 5.n tE;l' ior c 2.11 al~ o be combined 

s~and ~er&llel for t :te ril.e ,,,be r·s of Ken in Rom. 10:9 f'. - , II Cor . 

6:ll • Sa r a :r as t he " l:ear tlT is ti'lG self, 1.'t!_i c j_ is stil'.red 

it. l~-Y ex~:c-ess its elf in re j oicinb , 

C::.QT' I' OW; n:.:.,• or V-ie6_""0 iL2. . .... - --- 0' -
(2) 

t.b.e 1i1<:;anir..~ of s o.::.~2.. s .c.o•,1ed, ·i 0 ...:.. .... 

:::- b c ~ l"'") r;,o V'i1·10 h2.s ...... ....,_ -o is :placed at 

t.is OV!n a.is J_:)CS al' 

S , ; o•,,·r. 
-- ' -- ' is neveT found i n the p~esent , 

e. s a f'ulfil lec. reE.~_i t y , bLt a l·,ic..:/s l ies c..:_ec:..d o f' l.lli.!l . 

o-::.her- v,,:.,rci.s , .c1is e::iste;r2.ce is alv1e..ys a.r .. i£.:. 'cer.. ti::.il.-i. ~.r1d a quest . 

, t' 

.J..OI~· i ' u _ Q ., l,)o 227 
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that et heart he seeks, ~is is 
16 · 

i:,1:_s3..cc.lly pE;;:t:ver-·se, evil:' · !-
'dt.c.t 

placed before God. '.i.111e cntolog icl;.l :9o~si'oili~y of beir.:.e::, .good. 

or evil is si.m.ultaneou.sly the ontolosical ::9ossi t ility of' 

having a rel&tionshi~ to God . 

r::e.de u:9on r:1c:..11 is God's deL.a • .;;.nd., 

and disobedience is, therefore, sin. i:f_ltr . .1:::.:::-1..n ciecl2.r e s t hat 

Paul's viev! of God's 

it is c..,- .,) i'' Q ·,, !"\Ci•.: . 7 Q ,,..1 l. - .J:' _...., L,_ .1..- t~·:L t conc:er.ns Lan' s 'rhe earth, 

9.s God 's c1·ee. tion, is e_ t .r:::.2.n' c disy,,os e l t o r :·t3..n_' s .:i.:~ecds. 

Also l-:r.!.owled.t;,e of God. :::.s Gree.tel' cor.xair..s )l' imE~r ily :.:-riow2..ec.:; e 

of rr.an. In t:::is sense P6.v.l doe s use i::.l::.e f a r-:i lis.:r S t oic 

idee.s of· "na tUI·al ti::.eolot,y 11 i:-.!. ho112.. 1:19 f"., t..hou.6 h no -c in 

order to ?rove the sheer existence of God and his wo~ld-

dominatiLg ~rovidence. hL~~er h e uaes t he~ iu order to 

:J.od. 1 s ·uei:--ig is u.nder sto o6. 

17 
an·cLr· o .90:!.02,y . 
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'i'i1er efor e t-rller::. Pc:.ul ';:,,e.ys in 1i:.o.o.. 11: 36, 11for- of· .i.1ir.1, 2-.nd 

tb.rough hi.ff:., and to .c.1.2 , aJ:e e.11 t~:1 in..:::s 11 , _"P~_11_1 _is ,1sin ,q P - - - ... ---o -

fo:rr~:ula of' Stoic Fantheisri~. 18 · 

'J.
1he creation hc:.s a peculi2.r a~-,bi:3uous c!l~racte:i..': 

on tne one l::.a.nc.i., it is tr_e ec:.rth l=)le..ced by God. at !u.an's 

disposal for his use and benefit; on the ether, it is the 

field of activity for evil, demonic ~ewers . I\1.e Old 'res te.-

roen t tr2.di ticn c.nd Gnostic tre..di tion h a ve :flm·'ied together-

here in J?au.l for bul t m;;..nn . Pa ul rs concept ion oi' ·;;. :;_-!.e c:r ea-

ti.on, as viell a s o:f' ti.Le C:ree..tor· , do)Gnts upon w:·.:.et it .r:ieans 

fo:r ma.r1's existence • .b.s God and the cree.tion a.re reG~rded 

as being wi t:C.:.in tr,.e b.o!:'izo;.1 of a theological vier,, of' history 

in rege.rd to tb.eir signii' ica.nce for man and. h:..s t. istory -

cor:cespondin.gly .r;1.c.n 's r.:e:.n.g is u.nd.ar-stood in its rel&tedn.ess 

tc t~e Creator ani t~e creation. 

]'lesh ( Sa:: 2:) and ., . 
ulll. 

11f lesn 11 0.s L:2,..n ' s .!.""Go ter ial but o.r ... 1:-,.,. 2.s it is 

u:1em:a, s e.rx can even be used to desig:c:.ate t~'le persc.:::.al 

hi1IBelf . indicete t ~at s~~x can deLcte 

,.,,.. 1-;..: ·i; in G ~-...... ----c n1:;.tui·e of t b.e e.:..rtnly-

b.ur.J.an beir:.g in i1is Hee .. :cness and t.r·c:.r:.sitc:r.2.n.ess , 1,·{t.ic~~ t!.lso 

p . 
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means ~is being in opposition to God and ~ is s,irit. 

Thus, fo.r :3u..ltBann, sa.r:;: c:;.11 .u1ee.r.. t h e wl:.cle s pl-.:.exe of t l1at 

, .·•,,7_·c_ •. _~, CJ.1-.:. i· s e :"' __ - +_·.~.!. _,, y· ,-._-~ "n~- -i-. ·u._"'·•:=. l If • 19 • :,. or b-· . , t ,. V" · - s ~ -r·· \: ., r ~ , . V :....: , . - V I ....... ''-.!..!.v.. - ~ .L lliCl..1..l.!.!. C..J 0 

"ne:.turi:ilu, it n.eans t l1e 11 out;Jardn o:::· t ;:_a 11visi·c,1e 11 vrhi ch 

s :9he1' e of "i'lesh". Ir1. tt.:.is becor...es syr,.on:r-

!:lOL":.S Vii ti~ t. .i,.e L:.ear.:.::..ng · of· 

nin ti1e t·lesh'' correspor..ci.s ar:ti-c:i.eticc.lly to tl:.e fo:crn.ula 

"in t!1e SJiri t", in Vi:C:i ci1 S ::_:: ir· it Esa n s t Le wi rc:.culous , 

life-gi vins pov;er· of' God - its tG:c .. ' i to!·y is tr-.. e nhic.d.e:c1 

Bul tL12.rJ._r1 ass er- ts th~.t t :C.e "f l&si1 11 ucE..n.s tne 

d.es::.gn.&tion of ~i1e Sl)her·e of the hu.It!.&nly natural a nd 

t:ransito.ry 2.r:d he sa.ys, :tthe sinf~l hs.s :!.ts o:::-is in i,;:: 

tfleshr in t:-:is respect: ·.:::-.:.~t 'tn;;:.'t cor:.d.uct or 1:.. ttitt.:.d.e 

t~at di~ects itself acco~dinG to 'flesh ', ta~in3 'flesh ' 

fer· its 
20 

n O ·.s rr; -l S S i i': f'i.,;_ 1 - II - ~-, - --- - . 
;l'.Ll.o f lesl1 c.r.:.d. s:.n is c1. c.i.1&1·acter·istic e:x:pxession 

of' t .t.e r .. w!.:.iill. c:.. t ti tade, li~:e 11 to desir E; u, "to ooas t", etc. 

Very closely :i.:el:::.t ed. to 11 002.stins a ft:;;;r t:-::.e f'los i'1 rr 

"guttin~ 01:e's c c~~fici.e:.:.ce in tLs i'lcsh". 

-
·?o_l"' F, .. , ·c· , -~ ·· -r 

__, v • ..:... J...:.:.C .. ,!.,.._l , 

---- ------ ~- --·-----

: c • 
.L .... 
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car.:. beco.L.e po-.,·,e:cs to vrh:..cn ri.6.r.:. f'a. l::...s s1.s.-ve c.Ed. against. 

, .,_·,-_. ~c_ .... ,1 _'r·!. e _, ~ ")~ .. ,, ... -, ess· , - ..L.:::: .l: , • .-.,v.!..' - • ·fi::e i:, e :r· s.:.-1:.ii'ics.tion of t hese :poi'1ers 

expresses t~e fact th~t 

the subject oi' r_is 0°:Jr:. acti.01:.s . 

c o 7 Q' · · ll o·· e -, ,.., .; ""' tr ,.. r· c... .: ... "' -.. · · o · ·7 • l ' ..... 
..., - \.\.!._ ~ J.' C -'---'- , C.. .1. ..!...,.!. J:'. 1'"' o • u , 

I,, •"- ( + ,-, .-, i· 7 o __ ....., v __ <,;; _ v _....,;' g·J .Jd t.L.ir ... g . 11 

~beiefore net to 1·, ,c; ..,,_, c.t o~G wit~ one 's self, is t~e essen ce 

t h2-_·;::, 1::an hiuself' d.est::o ys l:.is t:rue .self . 

Vte:.e. t ther1 is ·the res~lt o-J: ti:.is sin.'~ 

f'or 

Kc.11 l".1.c::.S C O.,hU.i t t ed.; sL1.r.:. el'S e.?e worti:"~Y of de2.t:C. 1: 32). 

.,. ·-- l . - - ' . ' . . :::: o:r: bu __ t,.!.ll8.2.'l.C. J J::'c.. u_ s lC.ec:.S e. COUt, flesh and sin lGad 

punish.£,:sr1 t. SL::ce 2:..n. i3 .:.i2,.n ' s false lit e 

e.f ter t:ne i'" l esj_ 

t k Q •n 
\-'- --. 
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concsi vcd &s a 

tL6 

ine; .1. UC . .::...r.:. g f;O C~S c.I:.6. 

of tGr! c.er...otes 

tions of l~fe and of eartLly ~ossi1iliti~s . 

c. l l.8E.ge 

C- -.re, ,.,.., I· ·, .­
·--~---;. _ _ . ..i.... C 

ti·:·._:-_~ ~. , ,·•. ,. ·.t 
- - .;_a..,.J. '-<. ' 

i:c 

It 

Tc:·~ ..-i -0 ": '-- l i ,r 'u~ ,.-- ,_ ..,_ '---• --,J .J 

b1..:.t c..n h is-
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l:2C, 

( ·._\.·o ·· 1 -~ • 6 
.!. ~-. _,I.. ' 19: ~l:15; --· '"'1 J...!.. v c:r- • 

CO.L:Ce ~--,t; or, S T,E... t 2 d. .Ll.O:r e 

2-ctivity 

-r O'...J(:. __ ·,- d ..; .• .. c: - . Q" ( , - l.' • r· " . _ .:.. v._ v .c_ .!. ,1 u • 7 "l .. . :.:,_J, a.t:G. , 

s-.;1e.y tb.e .: .1u- -=-v~ ~--. ·. ..!...!._ ..._ .1.. U i..~c. . .L ' who s ~; ·,, _·r· o: ; n_: 't c: u·· ·bv - : .==:r·' r ;:., c: f· ,., l l -=- n --- ___ ..._ Cj V \,,,.., _ _, __ , __ ........,_ ,.,_ _Cl,. _ _ \::,,:.4,, • 

of l!lan.' s si tu2:cio11, de.net es 2.n e.::1sj_2_vG.:.!l.cr::. t to povre:r·s f'or 

'.f.c.!.is all co.:Ls2 out, of 

age 1, ( I Uor. 

') L.:.::; :p . ~,,.; 

.I 

' ,i 

I 

i ,. 
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re:;,1•e;2 cEt t :-.i.e l ·eali ty in -co ·nl"1i ch I•.:fu.'1 is :Jl '.:.'. ced. &s cne 

f u ll of' coni"Jicts and. s-c:ri.:gg1.e, a_ :ree.l::..ty \L1.ich tl: reatcr:.s 

e.11cl tei:::.yt s • 

the insight is exgressed ~~at n~rr doss 

in t.is Oi:il~ ~&:i..ld.S but lle is c ons t&.::.°cly 

decision · of· ' . .L.lS 
:i 

·.fte le.i:.v . :Sir:ce tb.e true 'dill oI' .!::~c.:..n - t;:-.:.s i.nv-12.1: d 
I 

' t 

I::.2-1.1 st:rives tm,ra:rd lite &i·1-::. !:..e i.12..S L .. iS:.J ed t::.:.is S-cd's 

de ,-:011d, t.ne la.w of' tl:!.e Ole. 1i.1es tar:..a.,:1 t, encounters man c on-

cretely in ~~:.:.e not;_s: tl:.e i)U.:rpose or' u~:...:.ch i s no o ·c:r_~r· t han 

to lec.:.cl to 

1u0r·c:..l l&...'N ir.uler·c.c:.t i ,, 1.:.:.:.:.r: 1s :.r..r.ellect 

le.;al c.ern.ands, 

Ct:..1t5.c i s 

ab out "tJ,:, Y. ;- -: r• • ·, ·; ·. ·r· 
- U.- V- _, --·- es c: e.r.. t ic..lly 

c..S -c o L:.v, l!.e.d teeri gj_v sn b y God 
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L: 

in or~er to be fulfilled. 

to lE;ad. to "I· ig.Lce0usr2.es s 11 

dee. tl:., 2.s :r2.d.ict...12.y ab0li::,l:..sd. :rc1· :O:i. Le 1illi.n of f;;.~ t.i.1 . 

ac~::i.ieve s2 .. l va. tion by '".JJ(.;I•~{.S l· ., C. _.., is not even 

in.tei.:6.ed to do so. 

of" gI'ace e.1;.d taitn e.:-e ni..;:tu8.lly exclus ive, bee;ac:.s~ r.:1e..c. 1 s 

effo1·t tc ac~:ie;ve .tis s s.lva tion by kee:;_:;ins t:.1c L<::..W only 

leads hiu ir1. to sin o 

Tl1e Ls.v1 . brings to light tl:a t Lie.I::. s in:t"l:.l • 

to Chr:'...st, it is not ccnceived of" in eivl::.er t ~:.e Gl'eek se::1.se 

or the .s.od.ern sen~e, by E~.ltr.:;an.n, as 2.n educa-cor vii:ich is 

to t:rc:::.in .m.0.n up to a 11i3her level oi' 2-·:.c.s.ts:.l li.te. 

11 edu.c ~. t2.11g 11 6.or..e by the La-.,,r l :;;ads, on the con ~1-su· y, ir1 to 

sino 3l:-c tr:. e Law uoes -c:C_is .::.:.ot by 2..sc..d.::.r1b 1!.1.c,n into sub-

l~oLC. . 7:14-24 so ti:.i::..t is Lot a ccrii"essicn of P0. ul's e..s iie 

d.esc:rib0s i nr..e r c.' ~Vis•; nr, , , r.r1 er· ·i· ,-C T .o •' - - -'-" • _._ __ v _ v-1'-' .i..c,v,, iJu.t ti:e ~ictu:re 

of 



'\:. 
I : • ; , ~ • 

-~-:~/ :_· f O •. 

: , ~ . 
. ·. - . ·. 

. - ~ _..,_. . . . . , .... .. 

: :~,. ; 
. . :~ l ·. . 

.. , .. ' , .~ 

.... ·.:;, ; :· .. ··, 

_., 

• . j' . • 

.-;. .. ··-· 

- 102;... 

::;:: am! ·,fr,.o 

sne.2.l deliver· llie i'roi.Jl tha b od.y ct ·c~:. ::..s 

is not ut~ered by Paul. 

utters i-i.:'.1.0 l)U "C.S into 

tl:.e mouth of' tr.:.e J e•u, ar1.ci. t.i._e:r e uy exyos 5s t:::.e sit "L:.=.. tion of 

-che Jev\~ wl;. ich is not visic.ls to 

tor :Oul t me.r.m , ·c.o leo.c. 1:!B.n 

to a.ea-ch and t~ eJ.: e by to l0t God. a]_J:p 8 f ... l' as God, for t ~1e 

LS.VI ti1l1.S gives sir:. its 1:.o,.1er sin ce sic is ti".:.e sting of· 

deatn. .::-,..,..,_a- 'o",,- ·l,·-_:, __ ~. s ·-,- -- c~sc: 
~.;; })- V ._ V -ci1 a Le.:..r leaa.s rne..n tc God. us 

t:r:e the 01· ee... tor -.;,{ ;.:.O bes tmrs lif' e ar..d :f'ro!:1 ·,gj:10.r:1 alo:i.:e lif' e 

can ae gi ve,n -c,o .u:.e..n ~ 

in the 11:rr•e..ce 11 of· +:, ~ s alv::... tion- occurr·enca, o- - v .. _...., and. i ~ is tl1is 

God tcma::.:d \ ·;i10.:.:::. f' u i t h is directed. 24 

this is :f' or B.;.l t rrzn.!.1 , not a me..gical or .r2.y-s te1' iuus 

t:ran sf0r·.:.:.z.tiorr o-J: Ll2.n, ir: !'e~:::..:cd to Ll.lS sut s~ar_ce: e.nd. t.h c 

·cil·c h is neYi 6Xist&i .:.C6 

to:ricc.l-contir..., .... ity--~..rith tJ.:e o l d . 

one 's self takes the ~lbce of t h e old 

l. ·~ 
.L.. ~1is-

of 

·oe c o1[.:.eS o:i.:.e ' s o·;m -cr-:.;_e l:.isto:i.:·y -- i'cr t .i::e tr- 8.r.:..si t_.on fxrnu 

p . 
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!f.:.er.:.tal development fl'OID. sin to faitt.; :-i:a""Gl101' , fait:C. is 

d.ecision in regaxd to the g:c·ace \Ib.icj_:i. enco-_:.nte!'c: a man in 

the pl'oclai!:led word . 

•I1.i1e s in.n e!' is onlj' T-i1e ir, .. n.e r ly cl j_-,. id ed s.nd. self-

m.isunder'SLaEdi -ne_ hwmin self·, a.n.d salvation is sim.pJ_y ·c2e 

:c ee.lization of· t hat des c2.ned. goal of "life" and selfnood 

·which ar·e God. 1 s will :t'cr ::1an , and nan 1 s m·:n 1:5cil i1:tention, 

but vrhich vvas :pe:rve:tted und.er sin. 25 

C. Li0.n Ur.!.d.6!' Fe.:.th 

( 1) •r1:e right eou.sness of· God.o 

?2.' e-fa.i-th .m.2.11 (man v;i t l1.out faitr..) is 113.11 f'allen 

u£1der t:he po-..·-:er- of de::>,th, v1l1ile ~e.n under fa.ith is m.e.L 

wi10 has l' ecei ved. lif'e • Tn.is life is gained by rieh teous -

ness or ju.sti:f'ica0ion. it.,o:r :Bult.Bann, t.lle salvation, tlle 

for mu.la tor li:te, is c.e:pende.c.t upon E.!~d. c ond i "'G 2.oned by a 

r:, ,.. n t C, 7" i : ) } : "- e ,, 'v' C, n e C: s _.;..C:...__ ,.__, - - -.,:: -- V V ~ - ._ • i C: _..., : . ·. 1ha:r1 ts new gr-asp and. 

comp:i'.'e~:.ens ion of his ezistel:!.ce bef'ore Gcd.. Ee seys, 

II Q -l,· _7" ,_· C 'i· _7 -y ,::;: r, ea i<-i 1-. r• u .., .., :: ~------o , t.he condition f"o:c 
26 

1~eceiving sc:.lv9.ticn or 1lii"e ,.u ljut s irice tl1is connection 

~ess i tself c~n become ~~e esse~c e of salv~t ion. 

25r . . 
_ Ol.Q .' p. 209 

is c. llf·u:c oL!.S ic 

,.. ,, 
.<:O •. , • -

.LOlQ., p . 

27 
t 61' .!il n • 

27 --· • , r r 
I 0:..~ . ,p. 2l2 
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does not ru.ea.11 the ethical q_uali ty of· a person r-~or any 

quality at all, but a :rela.--cionsnip. ;.i:'b.en, a.cco1'd~ng to 

Bultmann, the f'o.rensic te:r.m n1, igi: teous r.i.ess" be ca.file a...'1. 

eschatolcgical term since the Je-..·Tish piety ca.c.e to be 

determined by eschatology -- God's rich teous verdict over 

the pious ex:_pectation came f:ro.m Go<i's escl·.:.atolo6ical 

juc.gm.en:c. In this sense ti1e i'or·m.al me2.n.i.ng of· dilrn .. iosy.!.1e, 

a i•o.r ensic-escha tologice.l term is in cor:1:9lete agr eer11ent 

idith the.t found both in -che Pauline e.r..ci 1:,b..s J6w5.s1: con-

caption, but the dirfe~eLce is, ~irst of all, tnet Faul 

asserts of this forensic-eschatological righteousness 

t:C-.i.at it is already ir:rnuted to a rr.:an in the preser..t (on 

tl:i.e p:r:-esupJ)Osition -en.at he i1as "faith"). •rhe present 

reality of' 

not :rob 

l1m1evor foJ:• Bu.ltn:e.r:...ri, does 

mea..n..ir..g o It is 

paradox: God alxeady pronounces rtis escaatological verdict 

u:pon t he .r:la.11 of· faiT.n in the :9r·esent; the esciia-r;olog ica.l 

.righteousn ~ss which God adjudicates to tLe Llan of fa ith 

is no·c 11 sinl.essncss 1
' i :r_ t:-:e sense oi' et:r..iccll ;.;e:.:f'e c ti0n. , 

but i s 0 s i nl cssr..ess II i -.- t l-::. e sen se t h ·;; ·c God. 6.oes n ot n co ucc 11 

. . . . . 23 
rr..a.11 1 s s:..r.i. a ga:.. r.1..s·c l :.lii . ·.L'l_e pl'cSe1.t I'eC;. lity o: ... r· i gl:teous -

r..ess i· es-cs ;_-:_pon • • - • 7 ~ • • • • ·,-l,s n •:;r~ - -1 ,-., - .::....., ~-.~ve ,:, ,-:.~ ,-.-r ·,· ;. ,-::.. v- r> c 1 ' ·• l."', 1'• <: - - - · ---o .,_:c;.,_._ .J.. C '-"'--\J \..4 u,J v _. ..... ..., ~- - -b 

of s alvstion in Chr ist. 

2$ 
Ji>ic..' p. 
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legal e.nd. an es ct.a tolusice.l terh . ~f'l1en the ~ :'!!!:.:.ed.:.a te 
.. ··· · . ·: 

con"i.~.re.st bet1:,.reen the Je·wis~ c.r_d t:r-.:.e Pa.:.:.liI'..e visvr is that, 

vrl:'.La t f'or· the J e,vs is a .me. tte:c cf' nope, is for· ?aul a 

:present !'&ality o ecal.i.sa tt.e esc:"!.atologica l life is :.n e.. 

: ·~:. : . 
.. --~~-' 

ce:rt2.in !!::.e..nner al:cead.y c. l):t esent :,:,eality. 
... ~ . 

rl'he centre.st b et1.vea.n ti1e t wo c or_sists no t nel'ely 

in the assertion of' the D~ esen t 

. ..... ·: ; but also in a muc~1 rr-or·e ciacisive thesis - t b.e one Vi"aich 
~-- :~. 

-~· . 

·- . _:-;_.._._. 
concer-ns ti1a condition to v1hic1.:. God's acq_uitt i n g 6.ecision 

. : ·... .. 

is tiedo ·.rhe Je~;,-s tal:e it for gr&...ntud. tha t t nis condition 

. k.: .is J.-eepiri..g tr.:.e Le.vi . In d i rect contrast to t n is viev✓ 

Paul ts thesis xuns - t.o consider its 11egati ve as:pect first: 

vrit.:C.out vvo:c ~<:s o~ the La.wo But t i.:is ::lG8c-.tive aspect of 

,• ... ..... Paul 1s t: ... esis does not sta.r!.d. e.l::me; a positive statebent 

takes its ~lace: by or from faitho This antithesis of 

Faults to t.ha J e;.,,rish vi ev• s i .c .. n if· i c. c: , -- ' - o -•---v""" that "fa.::.. th u is ti1e 

absolute co.r:tr<::.ry of 11 bo&.sting tt. "3oas ting in the I;:,.w 11 

J • 
is the fu.nd.an:en t a l at"Gitu6.e cf the Jew, the essence of' 

nis sin, and t he radical siving up iR _..., t.::-.:.e 

attitude of faitho 

ll~n eff'o:;;t, r..or c.oes c,ny r.:.ili:.'.le.n accoG)lis l'.:..:.llcL.t e s":.:b.bli!:311 

a C l·, i r;, to it· · _<,:..___ - ' it is a sheol' 

2x 1 -- -
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'rt.is 1IB.y also be expl'eSSed. by cal2..ing ; .... 
_1., 

The '?Righteousness of Goe. Vihich is by faith of Jesus Chr-ist 11 

(Rom. 3:22) has an equivelent in v. 24: "Being ;,•1::: ;- .; -f'i ~ u' u \,. ._ •.J-- _c; 

freely ·oy his g1•ac e," in vV!1.:.ct. the g ift-chz.re.cte:r of 

righteousness is emphasized. Th e r efc:r·e, "t) ::ace", like 

11fa.ithn can be placed in direct a.G.tithesis to "works of 

Righteousness, has its origin in God's 

g~ace - in His ect of gr~ce accomp2..ished in Christ. 11God 1 s 

righteousnessn neans the xighteousnoss f'roru. God ';(uicll is 

conferred upon r~n as a gift by God's free grace alone. 

J._ri.o"thel' tel'm car.. be substituted f·or the te:rm. 

"righteousness n namely 11:r econcili[;;.tion 11 • 
1l1t.e use of· the 

term. "r econciliatior: u r;;.cikes cle&l' th:;. t a cor.G.ple te x eve1: sal 

of the r·ele.tion betv,reen God e...rid .r:1an 11as ta:cen placeo Bt1t 

the word of' "r- econ.cilia tion" is r_ot a cone ilia tory and 

reconciling word but t~e proclemLtion of an already accom-

--1;s}.., e" l:'---- "-"- ..... ""' e Cr. n C .; 1 i a..._ ~ on .I. v-"- -'--- I.,..!., ) and 11te x eccmciled", is t:ie in.vita-

tion to f'e.ith.30 God's :rr·ecor..ciliation" is iiis :restor-ation 

of peace by n,::, long er letting His "1:i1:ath" . , 
:9:::-eval..L. B-:.1.l t r:1p nn 

con.si<iel'S tl1~t 11 :for-given.ess of sir..,, is e.n a r,foiguous term. 

seldom us ed oy ~aul since it xefer s onl y to the release 

f'1• om. f'o1•r,:;,6r· sins 'H:C.ile tl!e i rr.po1' tant t n ing in re cone iliation 

. l r • • 31 
JS re e~se rrom s1nn1r..g. -

p. 287 
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( 2) Gr:·ace 

For Bultmann, God. 1 s 11grace!' is no"t a quality, 

not ~ifileless kindness. Gn t:C.e c untra:cy, r~ow, as t}:i_en, 

"God's vrr·ath" 1:).QUl' S out nag2..inst all ung oci.lir..e;s;s and 

L,,,-,,4.oh --eousnesc:: of· 1·,,- n 11 ~.;.- -o-- L, - - L!.C - (Ho1;1. 1:18). "Gl'ace" kias two 

;nsi·P1.',.:...c, ·f'o.- .;- ~ e undei"c:+p -r. d" n'"·· .J..__ C - t..,.._, - - V.L.!. - ._. V'-"---- ---0 • 1. God's gx&ce is not 

Eis u..r1l:1"!.ov1n o:r misunde:r·s tood graciousness, out it is Eis 

now occurring ect of grace. 2. •r:1.is act of" g race does 

not take the 3)lace of God's pI·evious jud.g.ment, b1.1.t is His 

gracious dealing precisely as to the Judge. ri1he grace of 

God, f"or Bultrc.ann., is not a .r.::.ode of dealing which God has 

decided henceforth to ado~t, but is a single deed, God's 

esche.tolog ical deed. v:hich t a.l<::es e fi'ect fer everyone who 

acknowledges it • =-- • . -
lil I al ~.O. • BecQ~se this deed ox occurrence 

is the decisive eschatolcgicc.l event i n i;:h::.. cn the time 

of se.lvaticn, "the acce_ptab~e ti2.e 11 (II Cor. 6: l), :n.as 

of as a uel'sonr::' ied 

r,ovrar wl'_ich \·ior:-c.s against t :ie .9ower· of sin. Then t he 

.meaning of" 11grace" is a.ct:..e.lly ider:~i1'ied 'Nith that of 
':1.0 

S ~ .:I, .; .... .-/ "­
}I .!. ..:.. v • 

of 

I11 the Sa!.:.i.e v:ay c..nd ,li th 

( ., . 
a .·.•,:.·--e ' ov e. ;;,1- ~- -1.. 'i / • 

:l:::.. i.s s ta t e 1..:.e nt s e. oou. t a r:a -c ... e c o~:.f :..r r.:.s 
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a cocs ideret ion or 
tr,f; .._1., 'r• P-ca t' q ;:.n -1.,· r,f' U ,,-"l" a C6p • 

·- - - - -·- ..,__ - - b - . ' 
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but Paul speaks of agape as reve~led in a deed, a~aue at 

work, in action. When °th e; love of Cilr-.:.st constraineth 

U c:::,TI (TT Col" 5 ·14J' +- ~ c 
i,..., -- - • • ' V.t.-'-" love, like grace, is rep~esented 

as a personified powero 

Tt.e d.i vine deed. coEsis ts in t11e fact t:.:l2. t God. 

gave Chr'ist up to die or~ the c:ross; Christ is preach ec. 

as ntb.e cr-ucified" (I Cur. 1:23; 2:2; Gal. 3:1). 'fr.:.ere-

£ore, the gospel ca::.1 ce c1::.lled. tille 11word of the cr·os s" 

( re· l••'"'} _ or. -· ..LO , a tts tllillclins-block" {Gal. 5:11) to natural 

Dan. But the d.eath and tile re.s1..:.1·.rectior.t of C~1.ris't a:re 

bound to6 6t~1er· in the ur2.ity of the o!le salvation-occur:rence. 

1i1he se..lva tion-occu.r :cerice, tt.sn, includes the death a12d the . . 

xesurrectidn of Jesus. is -- J?aul is ir:-ce:rested only 

in the fact that Jesus becari~e .w.an and lived. on ear tn. 

Bultmann thinks thi:i.t ho',·! Jesus v~·as bo:rn or lived i.i.1teI·ested 

Paul only to tb.e exter.:.t tt.at he kne·,1 t ha t J·esus v-1&.s a 

c.efinita, concr·ete r.:an, a Je•;;, and he says, 11Beyond t:O.at, 

J-es"c:' ;·:.c.n ;,e.,.,, OT ... lit"'~. \,.C.U --"-f...----- ,.._ - ___ t:;, r .. is r:-::.inistry, £.:.i~ personality, his 

characte~ play no role a~ all; neither does Jssus' messag e.o. 
-.:q 

Fc.ul is not t:.1.inl~ing of t!le histo1·ice.l Jasus. 11 ~..... ..Ln.y-

Bultri:.es_n, v1'°0~1.ld be a k~ta sc::.rl-ca (fles r.!.ly } vie1
-:; of Cb..ris t. 

Eov-: ti::.e.!.l ce..L t~G so.lve.ti o:r1-occuz·2·ei.:ce be re cognized 

and e2:ps1·ie.c.ce6. -;;y !D.e.n e.s 
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a.ns;·1er, natura.lly, is God. causes to 

occu.:r to tb.s :pr-e-existsnt son c f" God. It seel:'.i.S to t.ake 

place in a nLuyti::.ic~l sp:::..e:r-e o;_~tsj_d. e t:--ie :real.r:i o f 1:..1..l..!J.e.n 

f"oI· hL!'.i. , sir1ply canr;.ot 

oe a visible f·2.ct in t:r: o 1:-e::..lm. oi" ln.1..::.1:::..:i.: r:.istol"Y. The 

15:5-8 is only 1-ac:.l's i .:::.1.agination of Gn0sticizing o ·ojec-

ticns to ·oelief. Paul was only followiLg t he traditions 

w:C-J.ich oz· igine.t od. in the ec~r licsst C1..,_Lach and wc:i:e v1i 6. e sp1' e6.d 

in Eallenistic Chr istiani~y a n d had be coc e by tha t time 

crys ta.llized f 01·mul~ ti;:.ms. Chr ist's propitiatory ~e~th 

and vica:t ious sacr' ir'°'ice is r.!.Ot E er ely a sac.:r if' ice ·.1r.1.ic.h 

cancels tne guilt of sin, uut is ~lso the means of release 

f"rom the povie::!:' s of" t '.n i s age: Ls.w, Sin, .::.i:ld. Death . Eow 

can Christ 's death ~ave such an eft Gct~ 

ar.:.zv1er is: npe_i.;:_l dsscr-ioes C.r.:.1:·is t's dee.th i n analoc;y ,.,ith 

the dea t h of a divini~y .-c~rc: -i-. c.-r, ,, -,, '"' l i :,- i OI· Sn 
.1.-l.., - ""'"'~ .J - "--a- - • .b.nd' 

he g oea 6Ve:.J. fur th el' to cle..ss if"y , H(L':.r i s t' s death i n t he 

h is 

ur_if i ed 'Hit~ :c:. i:::; i.!.1c ~:c11a ti011 ai-:C. r· e.JUll' ectio:::l o:c exc.l·c2.­
~!; 

. L. i .- -~ , , ✓.,; 
L;_UJ..!. • 

of 

Q __ os t ::..c .ri::.y tt., 

34 .... , . . 
..L G!.Q ., :P • 2 9 _:5 

c ::mte..i.r:s 

in tha f°Cl'£ of 
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togeti1er v-ri t:C-.!. the Redecrc..er cons ti-cute a ur..i ty: tttt.ey and 

he bel.-· .. 1·-.!.·
0
~1 +o o_ .. ;:,._ S'"'',.':a \1 :--,'"' ,.::~, ',J.'·'·J6 

n , 1· - • • ~ - ~ ..., v -~~~ l~e ~eQees ar ~i~s elf is 

a Cos-,..,~~ .&_,·_i2.L1 .,.,e :"l_n_Q- _no-l,· re;::_1 _1y !=-p ina·~vic..~u~1 .,"'-~c::.o- .:.. •- ~-e - ~ .... - - ~ - - .:.. - . c::. J...1 'vs.:..., .:.~' l,.!..!.v.!.' -

:fore his sor;ia is a cos..::.ic e.r .. t:.. ty. 

I'6S:pon6.s to the e:,e~er·ic h'.1.!.J.anity e..s~u..c:1e6. by C:.1ris ·G ir: Karl 

to his V-i!'.'.!.Ole S81:.:.a , not to hi2 a lcne c u.t to e..ll Hl:o °Ge.long 

t O the. t S O.lI:.6.. • So i:f he suffered death, the s~~e is true 

to them. If· he l~a.s raised. from the dead, the ~e.1:r.:.e is t:rue 

this light. 1-foT:i it is c2.ec..r· t,i,1:::.t; for hil:!1. Oh-i-•ist's a.ea.th 

ar:d r--e.sUTrecti o2.1 are coss.ic occ"J..1·rence, r·a·ther tht-. .:.1 incidents 

that took place O.!lCe upon~ time in the l)&St. 

use the cate;gc:rj_,es of 

the salvetion-oc0u~~e~ce co ul~ be interpreted as £:2. ·o·oer.l.in'~ __ ..._. -
. l l -'- - "' . . 1137 - . ... f' l t ac-sus_ __ y t.,Q E'.!.!.Q I or e.llC. 2...!l .;:::an. ..!:..CCOl'O.l.Il3 1,;0 ~-:.1.- [!'.!.3. I111, 

there al' e 1:?HO acts of fai th or belief. I'r...e i'i:st 

b elief'; 1 1illL::.gi:css to co.: .. s:'...<iei· E:..s tl' U.E; the f ~cts l'6Jorted. 

of' i.,,. C,::, 1" ~,, : ·t,·-: C ..,., 
_.,1..:. ..___ ·- - ·- ...I.. J ..t. .. ' 

resur~ectioL fro£ t ~e dead c.1:d to se& t l°:.e.m c..S 2. d emon.-
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stration of the grace ot Godo ·rl1e ot. t er· is a faith 1.·:-hich 

is self-surren~er to th~ gr~ce of God and \~lich signifiss 

the radica~ surrends~ of ~is 

human 11boc.sting 11 • 

The proclarn.e.tion of' t h e salva ~ion-ocourr ence 

p:r·evious self-u.nci.arstanci:i.ng. ·.1i:1e salv<.:. -cion-occi..u: ra1:.ce is 

nowiiere p.resent ezce:9t in the 1::.::rcclar::::.:. tion of· t i.:.~ fl'O!:::.ised 

word. o rro.us: the salva tio:c.-occ"J.rr ence i s c.1.n es c r.1.a t.010:::; ical 

occurrence. It does not teco~a a fee~ of the past but 

constantly tal<:es ple.ce 2.nev1 in t h e :or-esan ~. I t is f l'escn. t 

not as t~e after-effect cf a significan~ fac~ ot world -

:history, but r.,r o c .:e ro2. ti on the ·Nore. . Gonseq_uently, 

in the proclamation Cl:1:ist h imself' encounters ti1e hear·e:r, 

and the n1\'.o'if" iL v-.ri':.i er.!. t :c.:.e px eac::.ed \ 'IOl'd s ou..r ... a.s i'or ti".!. is 

e:f':f'ectiven.ess oi' ti:1e sa.lva tion -occ'.l.2're1.1ce is :tr.L tlle word., 

v/:.1:!.ch accosts ti:".!.e he::::.r-er c.nd cor~pels i1i.!ll to decide for or 

against it. 

i'c:r .b!,;_2.tm'::'.n!l, Clu ist's };:Ce-existence and. ifrc:::.:rna-

ti on c:.:r e d.ei'i12i i:: ely o:r"· .r:1y -c~hol ogic2-l ni.;:. t ur e, &.nd not a n 0a::.-·t.:-... Jy 

occu.1:rence, tu-c Goe. Has act in5 in the.ru and. t Lis c.. c tio!l of 

(GaJ... 4:4) o .J....s t o the assertion ·ct.at, Cr-.,_r•:..st's incar-n8.tion 

38Ibici. , 1). 302 

' . 
j i 

. I 
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is also his ovin 6-eed. of .:J \:,edience 2.1;.d lo--.re, it ;·,,us t be 

ad.r:1i tted that the 11obe6.ience 11 s.r.:.ci u1ove 11 of -cLe pre-

existent Son aze not visible data. Eouever, they aie 

indi"l"ectly expeI·iencec, i.n. the t.s.ct ·chc.:.t Ci1rist is p::rcsGnt 

in the wi nis try of" t:Cie JJ:r.· oclaimer, and. if' s c, it 11:::.s cos1!.;.ic 

di.rn.ension and in ree..lity, histo1·ic dimension. _:...11.d t'.c:.is is 

that fact v:t~ich f"ind.s ' 1mythological e::;.;:.:pression in r.:h::=.t is 

said of the pre-existence o:t: Christ.u
39 

'Che r.:.ear·er 

af'tiI·rc.s when he believes t~e -o:re-exis-cence o:t Ch.l'ist is tl!.a t 

V!hct t has encou.r.:.-ce:c ed hil!l is -clle woxd oi" God. In the sa rr•e 

ruanne:r, Bult.r:1'.:ffin tl".:.inks of" t,:r~e l'esuxr·ection: Eelief in tr.1.e 

:resu1·rection and the faith tb.E-t Chris'C hir.1self" S:i:)eaks in 

the l . ' " pr oc~a.i.meQ wora are ident5.cal. 

in tile 11;-wrd", the sal va tion-occ'J.l'r ence is pY es en t. 

Paul has histo.rized the Jey-!ish apocalyptic spec1.:.lation o-.r 

an inte:::Ic~ediute messia nic :c·eit:;n precedinl tl1e nevr c..eon by 

.. .,_ , 

'·. -./~/· . . 
conceiving tLe time of the LlGssiah 1.s reign as the tirue 

between Christ 1 s resurrection and parousia as the hov,r 

,··n i:.,;'ri ic'r, -i-_~,c,. "O""Oci-=- rn--+ior. is c:1O• 1 nQ·· ; r. -• I"o-r-+- J-; 40 
.., VI_,!_- - .J.. _c;.,_4_c:._ v_ -- - l,.,J v ..... _ --.:.::::> - V-•· The pro-

Hneralds 11 , T::en, p:c·oclo.ir.1er, apostle 

belongs to the eschatolagical occurrence. 

1l1he ecclesia is t!le con3 :rei::ation of ttose ·✓!l:.~ are 

ce,;..lled tl:.rougi"~ tLlc pr-es.cned. 1mrd., t :r~ e:refor,e, its existence 

J9Ibici.. , p. JG 5 40-,-- . , -~-o· '"'1 ~ Dl G. ., l) • ,; 



':~;~~,r, 
#:· ? : . .: ~. .: ,!..:-
: to -.. . . : 

.·• a:_;; ~ : ::·:, . 

.- . ;·;~.=--!~ :-_· <·. 
·::::-?\-.;_:: 

· . .. 
~ :· i . . :. . 

. . . . , .... . . , ., . , 
• • l '. . . . ;,_: . 

. . . . . ~ 
. '~ ;.--,::-.. 

, . ., ,r . 
... , .i : .. , .· 

' • • t 

. . . . 

- 113 -

in tw:·ri. is the founde. tion· of preacl'".1.ir..g 1·01' Bult.£"nanr... 

ecclesia is ambiguous: visible as a \·JOr ld.ly f'act, ir:.visible 

a -=:,.. -'-hi··.-,-, of· +}->e \ ';o·r•lo· +- ,u- cu- ~·-"' .1- 0. l,__ ...__Q V-- , - -- 9 I... --'-' • .bu~ }.) l ' i illi:.r ilJ' t :: e Chur ci.1 

is 1:1ean t as the Hboc.y of C::r is t n. Ti::is ri:.ete._:p.horical e:.,:-

p:ression is also ta~en by Bu.ltw.:::..nn e..s Gr.:.ostic ar.:.d r:e says , 

"Paul's Gnostic ter1.c, i nology se1' ves to exp::c ess t11e CC.!::(p1•e-

hensive l:i.isto1•ic C0.!1(:.1lex, insti"tuted. by t:-... e se.lvc:;.t ion-
I ~ 

occur·x·ence, into 1-v;.1ich the irrdivj_du&l is placed. . 114.:: ·i1tie 

individ.uc..l is taken L-:to tl:.e woody of Christ" cy t h e sacra -

men t · of· baptism • "In Ch,, is t t1 is pr ima1• ily an ecclcs i a s ti cal 

f'o.r.mula. It means the state of· hc.vin.g been intro6.uced i n "Lo 

the "body of Christ" by baptism. But vrha t is the :r ele.. tion 

between irico1·:9ora tion i n to the Ci1ur ch by t h e sacr-am.ent of' 

baptism and the dynamic process in wnic.n the salve. tion-

occur.rence c o~tinues itself ]::-roclai.rJ.ed 'Nord'? 

Baptism. plays a su·oor·d.5.ne.te r·ole to . the wor ci. Baptism 
I 

c e:r.ti:f ies par ti cipa ti on in t l:.e sal va tion-occ i.ll':tence, the 

cieatll and. :resu:rrection ot Jesus a.Ea. it also brir..ss a man 

tu1der· the cio.mination of' the Lo1'do Similarly, in ?aul' s 

conce:9tion of' the Lc:rd' s Sup1)e1' mys ter·y ideas Ui."1.i t e 'hi th riis 

ovu1 viev, of' t h e; salve:..t:ion-occurrence • 

of t h is sacra~ent, 

ap:plicE:. "tion of the sal va -ci on-occur rence to those who he l' e 
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and 110w are celebr·c..ting it. ri1nc. "'da-i -;-; o n° l ef' --'•i:::.c-'-___ v <.:... - ~ - __ ..__ - J. - L, ) besides 

cale-

brants. rrr. r.: n tf1 e ---'-'-.Z.' efficacy of the sacxaraent d.oes not rest 

upon tb.e elerc.en ts, bu~ £ests upon the act es an act of p.ro-

clamc:.tion. 

(3) Faith 

n:eai th 11 is the co~tition for t~a receipt of 

"righteousness 11 • Suer" "f'ai ti1 is t.i:le acca_pta1.1ce of· t:1e 

Chr·istian messe.ge . r143 ·J.}1e st.:r-uct1w.' e of faiti1 -prasent1;:;d by 

Bul tm.ann is: {a) Paul understancis :faith p1·irG.r:..1'ily as ooed-

ieEce. The e.cceptance of the rG.essage :.n faith takes ·e,he for·I!l 

of an act of obedience because the message de~ands of man 

the surrende:r of his previous u.nderste.ndir:g of him.self' • 

!.rtis atti tuG. e oi' f'aiti1 is t :ue r e.dical opgosite cf the e.tti-

tude of boasting. n'; r/1 ----, f'aith is n Ot ail A~ne~ i e r1·ce .....~-y - - - ' not 

a state of the soul, rather it is t he condition for receiving 

salvationo ( b) Fai tD. is Hcon:f es s icri 11 • 

faith is not piety nor trust-in-God in general, ~ut it has 

a "dog1!J.2.tic 11 ch2.re.cter: "the -v-rnrd of" faith. 17 01' "the hearing 

of· :t'ai tn". Faith conseq_uently cor:·cains a k!::.m,,;in€, • 

to say "we };:nov-i11 or 11 you ·, r,.ov1n Ee.kes En a:ppeal to a "do6ua n 

a stateEent in the kerygrn.a . 1..'lt.:...tLateJ.y ".:t'ait h 11 e..!2.d "know-

l6dge" a:ra ident icc.l e..s a new unc.erstanding of one 1 s self'. 44 

44---, . , 
l.OlG... , 
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On the other' hand faith is also nili'1C.OgI.J.e:~ic!1 : is no 

teaching about e:x:tern~l me.:Gtexs. Eol.' the vro-rd. is ker ygma, 

personal ad.d:r ess, der.:anc.; ar.:.d. pl' OLliS e; it is t:::e ve1' y i::.ct 

of divine graceo Hence its acce~tence 

obedience, acknowledguent, and confession. 

:f"aith -- is 

Faith :.s r1.ot a self'-cont2_ir..e d c cr..dition of n.2.n's 

soul, but points tov1a1·d. t h e ft:.. tux-e. 'l1i:.is nt_ope 11 :Ls t :U. e free-

dom. f·or the f"utUI·e and the openness to'Nard it because the 

roe.n ot· faith has tur-ned over his anxj_ety abcu t £.Lir::..self 1:::..1,_d 

his future in obedi~1ce to Gad • (d; St...cn "i10:9a" has a 

:peculiar correlative in ":·ear 11 • _;:;._s long as the oeli eve::c 

lives "in the flesh", he is cons-ca.ntly tempted. in his 

existence. Fo1' b u.ltman:2, "i,;;:istence in i'e..it:C.:., is a. move-

ment ·cet1-veen ' no lor::.g er·' a r..c. t n o·c yet'" . 1 Ho long el'': 

tne decision of fai ti".i. i:1e_s done a1...-:a.y v:i t~ the p2.s t, but as 

tl'ue d.ecision, it must be u2.d.e anev1 again and a g aj_n. 

'Not yet'; givir..g up t hs. t ••.,:- i cr. is . , ,,,1,+ S"'('l"enu·· ::.·r-ir::.1"" \ •--- -- - ::J- - V' \..4o...:.. - - -.J.. ---0 C... 

possession w~ich had €,i Ver:. e. s u.·r::';osed secu.:ri ty, precliJ.des 

(e) Faith 

is &lso c onf'ider::.ce. 'li is ::'..s cc ,·r- :9.lete su.r- r e n6.e1' of one ' s 

o-Nn ca.re 6.!16. s-crens th to Go d. . 45 

t'.ni s t: .. e e..cce p tanc0 

of the ~<.:eryg.ff!a as t c..o. t of e. g.enu i !!e o ·ced.ience -co ::.. -c, Y:h 5.ch 

45 To~ d ·n - .J.. ., .,t-0 
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includ .. as a nev, un.d.e:c s tan6.in6 o:f" or_e 1 s s e;l:t. 

This f'ai th is tr!.e nev-rly 0!)6ned \ve..y of ss.l va -r,ion. 

I-:e.:re bl,ltmann consid.e1·s tne d.oct:c5 .. ne o:f" p:red .. estino.tion and 

election. Ee caLnct accept t~ese litez~:ly. If one ta~as 

theIG. literally, a con-c:ce.d..:.ction :::.1-ises oe t·,0;ee.r: Goci's _pre-

d.estins.tion and Lll:in's freeo .. o.m ar.1.d t;.:ere is .G.O d.ecision. :f'o1' 

obedience by aer... 

extent that :9rever.:.iect grace f'i rs t 1.:..1;1. de tl1e b.ili,1c.n o.ecisior.. 

,. ,.e Go,.; '~ ei ··c.:..io ·"' 
l., .!.! '" -- -- t::; I... - .!..a. ' Bul t111e.11n 

b::cings in nnei.·-r Cl' e2.tion 1
' s.nci s e .. ys, 11 1:l:.e existir..~ of a 

C!Jr_ist_i,; r! i r; t,"ric. ·f"c.-7-'-L,!' 1 t· ;; , . .:..l, QT)'· ;••--cs "',L'7 j_~Q'TTe i•s _ ~- -•!. .:.J.\;, - C... - • .:.C. .:_ c;_ ~. l, v -"-- • ~ e.n escha-

tolc6 ice..l occu.rr·ence: 

is ni tb fai ·c.r.. is tnt.. t cf· in 

t~e believer ge.ins life end therety ~is m;n s elf. 

freedo.s. j_s the gitt ot· t1.-::.e Sl)ir-it e.nd. it is the opJosite of 

the f'les.h. ~he 1mrer of the dJirit gives the believer 

freedo~, and onens " . -'-'-}' 

t haL being open for 

1~.7Ii -· . 
.) .!.. O ... , ~• 335 
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§~ee~om is not ccly delivery from Out also 

!'Sleo.se fr·on1 tile Lav-r . 

t r, e ,oc. 1 ; "'-V""•·· s b, .;- c ·n:r• i ci +- is - ---v c... , l.lv __ ...., ';,J _ 1''.r e ed. om 

from. t he Ls.vr, however, has a di:=. lectic o:r· i:12.re..c.oxical 

chare.cte:r·: i'I·es6.o.m. f'r-o.r::: its d.e!!l~r..d a.:1d our ooli ,:;a tion to 

it -- denend~na unon the . ...., - ser..se in whi ch -c l1e derna.nd is under-

stood . • 0ut of Christian f'.rceci.olD. flm1:s 11e..ut i101'izatior.. 11 , vfr!.ich 

is ex:91' essed. ir.. 11.:::,.11 things e.r-e lav-:::tul u_r1to me" (I Co:r·. 6 :12 -­

whi cn could be t:rar:sla ted.: Hfor Ee c..1 1 tl'~i1:.gs a:r c au·c.to:r izeci. 11 ) ½-
8 

This e.uthor·ize.ti:m is t.b.e Cb.r-istj_a!l's independence frcm all 

-v-1or lcily cla -: rns • is free from all m~n , and 

yet tne.re is a pxope:r· sub:ection of hims e2.f ess " slG.ve to all;r 

I 
l 
\ 

" 

·l 

and. -l,·he im·r•e,,i:-,..ive u·o :::- c:c::...l.·•,rp -,-,-t-.s 
-- --!.J.~.1 - lo.,. V - J ...., ._. - \: --- ..., of' one c:.r_o the1' 11 still 

11Be servants of" one c.nothe1'", ho,::aver, stands not 

alcne but b.2.s t b.e; cl-1a1-a cte1·· is ~ic 1i::.od.ii"i er- trt,h1' 0U:)1 love 11 ~ 

Freed.om f'ro!!.!. the Lav'i ar.:.d. s in is also f':r-eedor2. from ci.eatn. The ·, 

believer-, having died. v·iith Cr..:r·ist, als o s~a:ces in h is r·esW:rec-

tion. },o:r Bult!ilann, Pc:.ul ex:91·e.sses this in t .r1e ls.r:gu.a.se of 

· • +- ·· e•1• , 1•on S rr," c ~os-·c· '• r• iJ.9 ·k,-' F,; Q:-, • , s p. 'oy .J.,=;a·'. t-. .[·l J..0

"':. 'tl1E; mys u6l'Y ..!.' -'--6- - C.. • .!.\.i. -....~ ' l, l. 1....:::> ,~ . • ,_,_ -v.. - - - .u 

the V{o:r·d, r2.an lets ti'1 e :rest.::.1.·:r·€act i on oi" C::.Iist becor:~e ·cr.!. e 

·oo•·r-,.. ..... .. , . .;-- r- r. c e,~r- -r-"" h . .:,e-r ~ 1° r•· ·· n ° s 1·- 1.., l i-"' e _ , - -:::;_ l, .!.J.-.:=.tJ _., c;_.:. -v-V._ - '-'V--:....--•- ___ --~ • _4..s reSUl'.rect:..:)n- life 

beycr:.d ooriily d.ea t h , 2..2. i' e is a fu tu:r e t::ing yet to c0n1.e. 

p • :P o 345 



i.ii '. 
. ; \ . 
.; ... 

·. "( • 

.. •. :·-. ':: 
·"" .... ·. : 

•·• --~· -·:·f .• · . . . 
'. ': 

• '.. : I 

.:- ; ·- ' 

. • .. ·.~· .. : : 
... 

' ; 

- 118 -

Ch -r. _; s·G· bro 11.o _,,.,_L,. l_i I-· e --~01"-_ .:..t.,I.'1~ r. - ,, .. ( . n ' ·,· . ... ~ ---c, ..._ - J.t:; ·1 . J.i::l..1.-!'..-EC.; in hifl it is already I 
1r-esent even t hough i .... 

- L, will not ac~~alize itself tor the believer , 

1..mtil tb.e future. So, li:t"e is e. yl' 5Ser:t t,!liEi £..nc. t:1e s :;iirit 

is both the norm.. and t:b.e source and :povrnr of t h e Cr..1·istian ts 

nev·T vYalk. 'lhe li1' e in t:i1e s pi1· it I:1:;.kes ::..lso rL.ar_ p o;va1·fu lly 

t:r iumph&r1t over s uffe:ring . '.i:r_:r·ough su:t':Cering t.!16 believer 

!if el lows hip 
. 50 

of 1:.is su1·fe1·ll:.gs 11 • 1',o:r 

Bult.w.ann, "the fellowsl"_i].J of suffering" does not m.ean simply 

the historical r ele.tions~ip o:t follov·!er e.nd. .me.s ter. It 

.means t.he bond. with Chi· is t ·wl:~ch takes p lacG 

conceived in the cosmological ter~inology of Gnos ticism, 

but :factually acco.mplisi:.ed. by the dee is ion of tai th. 51 In 

God, freedom, rightsousness, end life h~ve their cause and 

the glo::-r y of" God is ·che ;.;.l ti.c.:a te .mec,r1.ir_g a nd. the U.l tima te 

goal. 

8. The fuec,logy of' tne Gos:9el of Joii.11 and the 

Johannine Bpistles • 

,. \ a.. 
1
.1.

1hs his tor- ical :90s i tion of· Joh n 

'i1l1e histoxical locus of: t:C1e Gospel and }!;~.)istles 

o:f John rc.ust oe consid.e:r ed in com:9.s..r ison 11Yi ti.1 the syr.:.01Jtics. 

John, for E~ltLa~m , is separ~tad both from the proc7arr.~tion 

of' Jes us e.c.d :f°?om that of' the ea::t'liest ciur ct o If' John 

50Ibi6.., p. 350 5lroici., p. 351 
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v1as acg_uain ted with one or r::.ore or"' t h e syno:ptis ts is doubt-

f'ul o The ~ iracle stories in this GosJel indica te by their 

ver· y style a lliOr e ad-.;a1-:ced. s 'cage of cieveloj_:).ffi.en. t t:0.an tr.:.& t 

of the synoptic tradition and t :i:1e ir ..:,::.e2.nings are symbolic 
, 

or allegorical • ..!.. " '.i:'t.e rest;.lt is a s-cylistically and his-

torically completely d.if":ter·ent :picture :from. t~-ic..t de:9icted 

by the synoptics. In tne synoptics tnei'e a.re sl1ort dia-

logues betw·een Jesus and r~is 6.isci:ples and his opponents 

which are fo:r·rnulated as 2. cow1ter-q_uestion or as f:.,;u.:rative 

sayings, but in Jo~n there are exten~ed discourses or dia­

logues occasioned o:, the .mire.oles or by a.fficigucus s ta tern.en ts 

01· concepts like 11 be2.r.i.g born ag;;l.in: 1 e_nd "livin.g water" . In 

Jobn Jes0.s a-ot;ea1's neither as the l'e.bti ..... ~r-nu"l ·r, r;., ......__o -..L..:.c about aues -

ticns of t r.L e LavI nor as tr.:.e l)l'Ccl;;..i.ming the br Ga.k-

ing in or the R~ign of God. H~ t her he Sfeaks only of his 

m•,m per·son as the h6V6e.leI· vk1.om God h6.s sent. r11he auti10.rity 

of Jesus as tl~e Son of' God is oeir1g demonstrated . 'Ille 

parables, so char~cteristic of the synoptic Jesus, are com-

disco;.u·ses cf" the good s~ep:r!el:d c:..nd t~,.e t:?.' ue vine ·wl:i ch by 

symbo lic figu.:res r·e :;1' esent J ~s·0...s as -che hsvEialer . 

1 C. I'' C: 
\,.I.a..!,_-' 

vn~ile in -cha sy~~ptics "C~e vicissitudes, -che ,rob-

:;.nd "(.:1e fe..ith of t ne ea:rliest C:1.ur·cl1 are :r·e i'lE;ct ed , 

,... .:, 
vJ. Vol . ...:....L ' p. 3 
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these are h2.rdly disccverec. in Jo:m t~e validity of the 

Ls..w, ar..c. the co.cling o:r t.he c.elay of t h e heie:;n of God. a1'e 

never discussed. So far a.s ti1.e si tue. ti on of t!le 0hu.:: ch is 

reflected in the Gcspel of John, its pro~lem is the conflict 

with Judaism, and its theme is fait h in Jesus as the Son 

of· God. 

The relation of John to Pau..l is not such t:O.:;.t · it 

is possible to trace a line of develo_pm.Eff.1.t f'rom that of' 

Faul to the ear: ly chu.1-cr.!. through I )au.l on to JoI~n. rf iley 

develop in different directions. John is reruo~e from the 

earliest Church end Faul~sm is a different wo:rlt fros that 

2 
of John. It is true, however, that in regard to the 

current :religioas at.uJ.OS!.Jhe.r·e Paul and John i1.ave cer·tc.. i n 

things il1 co1i:llior... Eoth coille ;:i-ch in tr.:.e s nhere cf' a 

E.ellenis.m t:C.2.t is sat1..a·atec. 1,-.rit£1 tr1e G.r"_ostic streaf'.l. , so t hat 

a certain agreeDent between t h e~ in du~listic terminolozy 

is not sur-pI·isi.r:s. Beth ti.Se tne tbr·n llvl'orldll in a ciue..lis ·i,ic 

dopreci2.to1..-y sense, a nc. unc.e1·st2..n.c. tl'::.e n-,,ro:::ld" s.s b.:.~sice.. lly 

:.1.
1he e.n. tithes es typ ice..l cf John -- 11 t.r u t 1:1-

f'o.lse1:.cc6.ii, "lit:,t..t-dc..r·kl1c:ssn -- occll.r' :i.n Fc..ul. '.L'lle a ntith esis 

11 ea:rthly-heavenly11 is f'vl...Lrld. in botc.. 11;._bove ,~l.l, in both 

Tor1 r1 °rid i=-P. ui G'r.·r,is-r-ol o :.- v ~C"' ~.i."o·r- r.r.::.Q"1 ~· -i''+-c. y. tJ -- ~-- -!,_1,, - ---- V - U11 _..._, -~- __ v....,_ 

t,L:.E; 

Son of" God in tL:e disg"L.:.i::;e of a. 1r.r::.n. ,) 

'"' ~-- . ~ / 
.LClQ. , p . (.) 

~ 
.:, r ,..-1 c.· -""'- . 

r --""' VJ. tl:e 
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Ho·Heve:r, the J oha.r.:.nine ten,iinology o.J: t.::ie i.ed.eer.J.er I s 

11 cor:iing 11 and "going" c.nd. "ccsinb exaltec." &-re l2..c ~~ing in l?aul . 

Pa.11 l t S ci,s:"'act,:, ·,, i St; ,.. e_r, i·"r · "o·..--. c 7 c · '.: cc.·~ 7 .;L,. e1·•~ i •·, 01 " .-.. ~r " c. _·,, _~ ·n;::::,.d ....._ _ -- - --- -'-' __ v __ ...., J,.J - t:;. - - .1- - J. - -"""' .,::-:..,; '-'--' y..., 

i'xom tt.e Old Test,:=-r:,ent is r.1.ot i'CtL"1.6. in John: sor,.12. and ·Jsyc{1.e 

in the Pauline sE:nse do not occux in Johno Still i;.1.ore 

inuor·tan t is t.c.e fc.ct the.. t Pe..,).l' s ·Ge1·.u:i.:1ology rela t.:.ng 

s:;ecif•ic:a2.ly to 0he ;:i.stvry of· s2.lvc, tio.r.. is i;.ct encc:..:.nterecl 

in Jenn. .Also ti1e E:eller:.is tic ec cles ialoii.i0o.l te:'.r.,i r:olo,gy 

is lacking and ~c is any 2eference to the ~yr~o~s - cult 

a.r.:.d s acr-a~en ts. II J 0!.!.!'.L iS 

l'.:.Ot of' t:n.e Pauline scl_ool ar..ci is uot influenced by P~ ul; 

!".!.6 io _...,' l:is own Ol' i~ir..c.li ty arni s t::;.ncJ.s 

in an a.tr::i.os·,):i:H::H' e o:t' t:r_eologice..l 1j}: i1-kir ... g c.if•!'er-en-c f'l'Om ti:i:!.t 

of· Pe.1..:.l • • 

.riio:i.: e cle:::.:.rly e.s OEe ;,e:cce~ves the c..ee:p r ·elt.1. ted.EGSS ir.. sub-

i n s ---i.;-;:-. of· ,-,77 -•• _.J_V_ - ....._ __ 

t i.le.Ll., is 

OCCUI'I'6i1Ce ~lready takiLg pl~ce iL the present . 

curJ,:...cu.cs to LU.:.C.&l'S "GuvO. 

4 r -; · _u_Q •, 
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··/(: .. t cT;r.:. c o..c.:.·.:.e_j_x:.::: t:r_e l)c.:re.d.ozic2.l ;;.Lj_o n o.t i:.eG jte.c.z: ~en.t ar:Q 

C.- Y • l=l C"' !/5 o - - ...,, • 

t:I.:.:cnown and e.lso tr.:.e p 2..i::.Ce , C·'.H, -c.:.:ey us:;.- 6 \VZ:.. t-ce.1.: i r.:. t l~e 

l:'irs t cent ll.l"Y 2.ftcr ·c::.:. e f'i:rs c li te.~e.r y f'ix :=.xi o r.:. of' the 

s ynopt i c tr~d:..tion o 

••1,.:..;. ;_ . 
. , .. · .. ·.·., 

( the sou.::.· ce of J ~su.s I s e.yi !".:..gs e..c.:.d. d..:.s c o:..1.1:::::es j exp1~0s s es 

··--.i-· 
--~. . 

the bas i c c.u.[·.listi c Vi6°:.0 in a:c.1:i.t:.:s ti cc..l terLi.S : l i ght 2.r.!.d 

d.e.r .i.G1ess, t :rJ_t;~ ::.r:..d f c:0.ls e1::i.c o d. , e.bove &.nd beloH , freedom crrl. 

b o:ndo.ge . 

'l1e:·.sinolcgic2.lly , -c1.1is c crr..:plex of· vis·.:rn is c.lso 

' . 
expressed by t~e fact t ~~t JbS LS a s t ~e hev ealer is c~lled 

ero:c es2 :..c-n c:lso took en a s_:e cic:-. 1 sea!1:.ng i n G.ncst j_c is.z . 

is . _t;. 

I..J .L 

5--, · , 1 0 j_DJ..C. •' p .• 7 1 _.._ 
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in a paradoxical fas~ion visi~le o~ly to t~e eyes cf t~e 

'o c.. 1 i ,.... -,r.: n g ( c.J- o.o' 11 l · i / · v...:..-Cv..!.._ ., --l -•---+, 2: 11) 0 then, t~e rig ure 

because "Che li te1' a:r y devices \il:icl: i.:e us es a:.' e c..~::iisuuus 

concei~ts and stater,1 cnts 1.·:1.:.ich elicit .r,~is ~ : d.ers t c.1:di!.1.gs . 

'i'lley are ··che expr- ess:..m~ of· :;.i.s l.El.a.er l y i.c.~ c.:..1.1.::.list:.c -viev1: 

tb.e Ra veal er anc. t~·-e 11vror·ld 11 c .::.nno·c w1c.eI· s t2.nd. e a ch ot.~ ... el' ; 

stand my speec:Cl':' 11 (John 8: 43). 

b) Johai1nine D:..c&.lis.m. 

Son -- not to jud;e it; b~t to save it (3:16; I John 4:9,l~}. 

cTu.ci.gl:!:ten t \'.fo~ld 1e r-rt.a t it de~Gl'Ves, l'o:r " the 1Jc.ole '.i'OI'l6. 

lieth in \':icl-::ec.n1:;ss" (I Jur..n 5:19); it ste.:1<is in nei2;d of' 

E'o:r J ol:i:., e..S f"Ol1 

In its r ~dical opJos it!on to 

fI·O.fil J:.:oocal-rotic - ., ~ es c:_o. tology . .Lil 
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point is the con tr-a.s t bet~iie en. t:C ... e .nc:.t1-i.l'e oi: t l1e ·.;mrld ~nd 

of' · God. Vf!JJ::.. t is T,r.:.en the essei1ce oi' the l<.:os:":os? 'i'ne esser:ce 

0 •1•:, +_..,.,_,e i-~. Q;'._l'.,r-,5 i•s u•c •_A_•,-_-_,::.s c: , f •o-_A•. l!f-.1'1 ;::. 1 • • • • • .,_ ~· · - c ~ ~· • · - c , v - i gn~ nas came invo 

the i,ior lo., e...nd. !!'.!.en loved d2:.:r imess :ra t .t.0.r· -cn:::..2.: li;{r..t" 

'rhis r:iea ns t he. t .:.:-len are bl~.nd, b.::..~nd vi-ithou.t 

k_rim·1:;_ng it. Also this D..teuns "G~&t tl:e ,do1.'lci's .r:2.tw: a is 

... nd.· +,.. u •- h ( 7 • 1 7 ) • ec: uc: c,. _ V - - L, ..,_ - • - ' CJ i...i ~ is tr~T,h {14:6), but 

~.-ro:r· lc. r e:t'i....s ed. h:...!:r1. . 

fore 1 is the co rr.pov..n6. of' !'re·edom. c:..r..d falsei:.cod and. it is a 

·c. owe:r· to w:O.i en tl:e wor: ld hE.s fal len into bonde..ge. Kos r.10s, 

then, is in essence exist0r ... ce in bo~c..age , ..,.,,e,ich is oi' sin 

and d.eath. 

Jf o:r Bv.lt..218.D.:, J or.n's c .__ ncept of 7 i r.Jr;+ --o--..,' as in 

:religious lan.guG.ge, b.e.s the rLec.n.:.ng tb.at light is u.nue1'-

standing in its orig inal sens e: 1fi1e c.aylight in whi. ch roa n 

is aole noT. on.l.y to orient h~~G.self' as to obj .;cts but also 

to under s -c.an.d h:'...mse lf in r..i s ;.;or ld an.a. :t.'ind t:is ,uay in it. 

'i 1 7 umi nea. , an 2.llur£:.ir:2. ti :Jn in a:ad 'c:'l v1r1ich a .ti.8.!l und.er s tancis 

achieves a self-uncier-stanc:_-:;'18 Vin ~ c h 01:,ens u:c his 

v.ray T. O hir.::, ,suides ~ll !'.:.is cor:duct, ar:d. ~ i ves h i re. c lc.:ri ty 

and 
8 

E..ssu.rar..ce. Dar k.t!E:S s, 

8--, · , 7 e ..LClQ., P• , . 

tLen , 

:: 
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seize the possibility of a 

It means that instead of" understand.iEg himself 2.s a 

creature he ar~ogates to hinself a self-sovereignty 

that belongs to ~he Creator alorre. 'Jo tb.e :;_ ues t.i on 'v/r.!.enca 

darkness coEes, .Bv.lt.rrianr: aris,:1ers , uoEly i:lscause "wt.ere is 

revelation o:t.' God, is tb.e:re e!' .. .r::.it~~ tm,12..r·d. God. Or.i.ly because 

thexe i s light, is t~1.ere darkneSSo .Darkness is noti" .. ing ot:i.--..er 

than shutting one: s self u:9 ag8.ir .. st t:r.i.e light. It is t he 

turning avm.y fr OD.:. tile origin o::' o.r..e 's exis ten.c e, a vie..y f'.ror:1 

that ·which alone off e1' s t ~e uossibili "tv of illur::i~ing :Jr£ ' :..; - ~ ~ 

exista1ce. 119 So, being in 6.arkness , -che 1·10:c·ld. is si.:.:1ultc..n 0 ,..,usly 

in falsehocd. Fo.r it is an illusior.., n e t son:e irfilore..l co£1d..uct, 

but the illusion of e. f'e.lse self-understm1ding vri:!.ich is 

:revolt against God., a.gains t the II t:ru t h !t. Tne basic meaning 

of "truth" in John is God.'s reality, since God is the 

Creator, it is the only true :realityo For Bultmann , truth 

is not the teaching about God tra!".!.Sm.i·c ted by J es1.:s, but 

God 1 s V6l'Y reality :revealing its5lf whi ch is OCCUJ:':rir..s 

in Jesus. So, "to be 

be of' God 11 a n d. "to be 

of" tb.e truthu 

the wor· ld" ; C..'1 ........ 

is 

'tto 

synonymous v,i ·ch "to 
. 10 

be of the devil ." 

11i:·.;.is rc.eans to hiE -cr.:.a t a 11.a :2 is dater ri,~ r1 e:; 6.. by !:is or- i g in 

and in each ~resen t mo~ant doe s 

Q_~ . 
✓ ..!.. 0 l d . ' p O 18 

l vnI . . " 
- '"l Q 1'' u _ • J ,:;, • 19 



·.·.,:.- ": ··~ :; 

~~:/f·: ). ·-- ·.· 

" =)_~·;_. ·: 
•'"t::.,·.~· - . 

: ... ;.· 
=-·;: ~/ 

) ~::- ~' 
\. - '. 

.. : .:...'_ 

.. 
: °' . . . 

. 1 ·~ · --~: ·~ 
J. ~ . • 

:\ ;-~ 
I._:•·. 

.. 

·.- . 
I • 

- l26 -

he he.sonly cne altexnative: to exist eitb.er r"ro.m God or: 

fr·om the v1or· ld. 
-t>,e. 

For him God. is :r e.a li ty a:D.d." vv"or ld is un-

:ceality, and he says, "Tne c osr:lological dualism of 

G · · · · b · T • • 1· "' - . . 71 nos"Gicism nas eco.me in u onn a uue. isrn. or uacJ..sion. u-

J'ohannine Deterrdnism. In partic~iar the uivision 

of r,:anlcind into tvro gr-ou:ps -- t.i:.ose v-.rho e..1' e "of God" or 

"of' the devil", "of t:C.!.e t:ruth11 02' "of' t h e ·wo:rld.", 0 from 

above" or "fxom belowu is the 11:i.tlguage of Gnos ~ic 

Q-u~lic:m c. __ ,._, > and. these two cl&sses ar·e f1•om. t h e outset deter-

reined as to their· esseD.ce a.r:.d their fate by their s :9ecific 

na tur· e. .As in Pc.ul, John's pr edes tina tory formulations 

mean that t h e decision of faith is not a choice between 

possibilities within t r-.iis ;·._:-orld. Ee never has his security 

in himself, but always in God alone o 
1.l1.t.e conduct of every 

m O n .... (1 6 1" ef'oT<e 
.u.,.c.u..:. ' I..,__ - - - ' Co--r-re,::._,~o_n_,Q~S +o h.:C' Oi'l'c:in +o ,·1n cr he i.::: 

- ~ ,., .:.J. ..!...... - b -- ' ,., , . -= V J. _,._, ' 

h is essen ce. Sin is not e..n occasior.:.al evil occu:rrence; 

ra tt.er in sin it cor::..es to light tl::.a t rS:..n in nis essen ce is 

a sinner·, th;;. t ile is d.etGr 1~"ned. 
, , . . _ _ . , . 12 
cy ur..:rea..!..l.ty, i-.JO"Gnlng • 

11~",c. ,1'.1.·-. ~-rr- -rs;;;:i+ v of· ci·n +r,:::,. det~1,r:,i Y'l .i:.i-ion of· L!io.n --- U __ "'- :;..4 __ '-'J _ ~ .. , v___ ...,-~- .1..1.- v_ --

by u..rueality, f'or· Bult1.0.ann, by Jor,_n, is not att1•i b:xt, ed. to 

-- a 

f&ct b~,,- vir·t~6 of' tne lig:1.t's coming {Jo:nn 1:5, lOj. 

HUL!le..f.!. exist E:r: co "''""'1.ows of i,:;s deper...d.e~ ce u1~on tnat f'ro.cr.1. 1,vi1icr1 

l l 
--r•r .; c.. ·c 21 

.;...J_ • ' ... • -
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it can live. I + "-UU-
0
'' 6-~,-s ~-a· .,_ ._,_c:""~ V .L.: - - ::::..J..i. L, !._..!. .:.:· - t.,.:'.:) ) :eor~ it has a 

to live. And t h is vlill is directly concerned Hi th 

food. &.nd d.r-ink, the iB=.-2. iEa tive .mvthic2.l notiOl'"?S of' - "" . - -

rri.iraculous f'ocd (6:31} and life-givir..g ",1ate.r (4:15} 

indicate in t h emselves t ~::.;-c· tr,·'. s lor.;, i·r. ,.__. is u1t-.-i •·1.<=:t-~1v --- --- .L~v---c - -v--v--" 

for lif e itselfo When Jesus c1:;.lls h i mself tb.e bread and 

the water· of life, t.e asst..:r:ies f or Bultr..:..e.nn, suc:':l a p:r·e -

liminary W1derstanding as is expressed i~ myt~olo6 yo 

Jes'J.s is the fabled tree of" life told. about ir:. .m.ytb.o 

(I - am" pc::.ssages are t h e a~:31ger -co t h is q_uest f or lif'e. 

1i1he "I" in them is e. :p.!'ed.icz. te nora.ina ti ve, net t h e subject: 

·1·.he "true br ead. from heavenn ( 6 :32 ) is r'!.e; the "t.rue vine" 

( 15: 1) is he . •i'l:Lis is, :tor- i:.ultm.~:n, a d.elus ion tr.!.a -c 

arises i":c-o rn. ti:e ';:ill to exist. vr;~i ch ·oy itself perverts 

. ... , . . , . t . , . . . . , ., d 13 -cruv!l l.r.L·co a .... le, :f6l've:c· ·s ·c.c.e c r·ea c.1.on 2.ni:;o -cne -v.101·.J.. • 

c .s.11 nys tE;~\'l is n o gen uin e 

!!lyster-·y at al2..; f'or t hey .t.:.a:ce the othe:·- ~:10r ldly -- J'esus' 

rn.ystel'.:!.OUS o ·.-•i s i n iri God. -- i r.!. tO a t..b..iS -"r;orlc.ly thing 

thet is sutject to their a p9rovel or d is~pfrova l. 

e..r·e in er·1·0!' r:ot :c~cex.so t hey a1: e .u:.isir..i'ol' r::..Ed 8 . ."oout Jest!.S' 

origin ~~t be cause to 

c.nd. 

1 ~ 
_ _,ibid ., p ·. 27 
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anchors i~self to itself. 

vror le~ it ne:s..:2s to to be 

ex owned. v-Ii th v:.si·c,le S'..J.ccess. ,.;.:.--_·~.-.: J s jud_;.!.:...errc': :Cr_ 

the wor-lcl's opinion, it tak8s :pl£.ca ~n tl'.:.&t :; / ,.ion is 

visible, ei~her ~s ~ cosmic c~tastroJ~e or in c~tast~ophes 

for its elf a s ec~.:r it y of· its 0 1:-c 1 ar.!.d • t • 
Wl. "C.:.l ln it as 

c. 
111:C.:.e sending of the Sor.:.. ~~ i·c11in t £:is 1,·,or ld of' dea t i-... li:t'e 

c.:i_')pea1' ed. (I Jo.t.:.r1 1:2); i:::1to t!~.:.e vrcrld of d~:r lc.nsss c a.::,)..e the 

light (1:5; 3:19) oy the co1Lli.nz ot· -che S •)n oi' Gou. into 

the v-rc :r 16.. • 

':' ri. i::.lr.o. t he 11-~w:r d. it Hh .::.. en 

v1c..s .,-ri tl'.:. God bece .. rn.e flesI'-. s.r:d. c o..:.:...:e in·co his ovm. p:ro:p:.;:cty --

in to t!:.e \;or-16.. 

of ~f esus 

1 -s __ . .. 
_, I ,· l '"! 

_ :..;_\,,,· ... ' 

t o bb con ceived. &s c.n 
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His coming is the hevelati o~ of ~he divine xeality in the 

1NOT: ld. ',tor lci., a 

!'igi;_r e V!i t.tJ.i.!l 1.-':or ld.-b..is -cor y . Just c:.s Ks ca.ms dmm f1' 0 .m 

e..ge..111. Eis co.ming c..T.!.d as e. unit, 

ti1e u~ity of· His faCti.vi-:.y e.s H.evezcle:r. 

'l1he s eno.ing of tr"'"e Son is t_;_:.e de 0d of Goo. 1 .s lov 8 : 

+- :r""!_P_-i· i·t i·s G"oc.· ts _-,o~r;;::. 1----- "'~·•-·'"'.. _.; __ -,-·::, ._~-f-:~..:, -~ ~n "·l-·~ " e·-d~ ·~r- ~, ~ l,J ___ lJ V - ; i ::,_.___ -- v-- J.._.:. U ... !. C ~ .:....:. ...:...L.:.t;;' _,:: 

expressed ·both by the ccr.:.tent of the sent~r:1. ce ar.cd by its 

formulation {3:16}. r:et.e f~c:t t:C.!..c.t ti.1e love of' God is the 

basis f'or i:,h.c sendi2.1g of the Son is e::.:i:;ressed by the v1ay 

the purpose of his sending or coming is given • 

Jesus, accol'C_ingly can be called "th e ;:iaviour of 

T.he v1orld 11 (4:42, I Joh~ 4:14). :r,,or B;.,,_lt.L:lc.nn 1:.::-iis ter.ra is 

acco:cded the Hellenistic title of t~e salvc'. tion-in-iri-2:er, 

is m.01.·e t'·illy expressed_ by 

Jewish a._r1d. earlies.t Cr,.(' i c.: +- i ~' n + 1' ,:., Q~ ~ +- i 01· 1 • ·,i-~ r.: c: S 4 s:.}, • v,•h 61' c.. :=. S ____ ....,v ____ v _ _._ - V- • ••-"-'._. _ f,,........,,_, ,, __ -\J-..1 

16 
the Kyrios-title is co.:.1.plet ely rn.issi.ng. Other- titles 

o:f' Jesus ir1 Jot.u.'1 of· Israel, Son 

. . . , , coming is ~~e esc~a-

tolo6 ic.'.;.l event. 

r>...,a;•·,~i "--'Q' -t, ()"r' Q l.:. ·h 'oy :ror...1.n i,,.., i,is unr~e.,.,sr ::,,, ,1inu o f · 
-- -- V --- ~-- ..., .... -J..:. --- •---.. ..I. -..,....,.•-- -•-c -

36 
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"j u.d.g.ment 17 • 1'£:e judgrr:6:r:t ta~-ces pl&ce :.r.. t:i.:e re s po=i.s e ot faGn 

11 '.C·ne theme of: •,..r:C-~cle secti~n s (oi' John) 

' 110-,.,. .id ( -:i • 1 -21 • • -- ✓•- --'-, For 

.filyti.::.i cal figu.:::.' es sucL e.s, :f'c:r exc.l!l;le, ti.1e .A1n:ic.G.ris-c in 

T -,-0,,_,,., ? •18'• 
- u .!.J.J..!. - • - ) 

iri-ce:rp::r:eted as -~11.e cop-ine: of' the .A11"cicr.11'ist • 

'i'he 0:f'f en s e of· t :C.6 Inca:rnati :Jn t.~1 e ·i1or d • ---------------
Em·-1 does God's So!l co r.'.le in to the wo:r ld '? 

' - • I ) tj_:L.,. c.S a hlll:lc.11 being 0 'i1Lis is the 

theme of' "Gne 1s i1ole Gos :yel oi' J o:t.n • 

k.rlO'>'•iS nait l.!.er- t:::.e leg e..r..d. uf· 'tJ:"ie V.i.r~in J3:..:r-c:n. noI- tn.8.t of 

Jesus' birti1 . - . . , . 
in Jjet.n ..!..e .n.e.!.!'i , not si!llply 

as a beal' or oI" :r1 u.h'''JJ. nc.till' e, but e..s a d.bfini ·~e beir..g in 

history : Jes~s of Naz a ~eth. P..is h.1..UC.3.ni t:; is genuine h1Li~ani ty; 

11 1:11.e word oecar2.e flssi:1 11
• ·.fr.:.e divin ity o:t Jcsl.ls in Jo11n is 

(;,..,m·(' l e i ·. el ~• 1 ° c ;ri r r , ....,, • . l,..1 - \; -J __ <;;... -----6 in visibility , nh.ile the disciples 1 

r·elation to b..irr. c..s 11fr·ier..c.s 11 (15:14} -- is con ceived of 

Ee 

·.-.'c:.S 1:ot i 1:.. tl:.e f a ll se.:::2.se the hevealer until h e r:ad been 

lii'ted up a..rJ.d glo~1f'ied. . :_fi1e divine - man J es i.:.s in Jo=-.:.r.. is 

i r?. t b. e; Heller-'-is-c,ic sens e -- a tc...r;. v.r~~o l1c.s 

miJ:ac-:.1lou..s lcn.ovrled s e a~ his corr!-E-.nd 2.r1d does .s'!.:.1' =.. c les o L 1 

---------
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In .John Jesus is ta~en f·rcm t::tad.i-:ion. lil-:e a divi::.1e 

and a symbclic ~icture. 'i'he "oruniscier,.ce 11 of' Jesus is 

therefore not understood to be l:is s u:per-i:.Uilla.r.. a·oi2.i t:,r, but 

his k.n.ovrledge whi c h is tr·ansr,, i t"tsd to ·ch e teli -sveI·. _,: . ..gc:: :LL , 

Jesus p erforms I,1i1•:::.cles, but as nsigns" the .mi.re..c2.es of' Jesus 

are amtiguous. They point tc the fe.. ct that the Revelation 

is no \'iO:r·ldly occurrer:ce, but an othGr-vrn:r ldly or_e. 

are pictures end symools. 1i111e faith of the rG£J.ny, vlr:i c l'!. rests 

upon the rniracles, is L O tr~st1J0r t hy faith. JohI: 1 s v1i1ole 

p.:resentation si::ows that if' tLe ffiira cles are not ur..d.e:rstocd 

as signs, ~he ofi'er..se of t he assertion, 

11 the i.vo:rd bece..rae flesh", cor:1es most clec..l' lY to libb. t 1,11 the 

di:i:-ect contradiction o f' Jes us' claim. For BL:.ltruc.nL, t h en, 

1iJfaith in Jesl!.s, is :Cc:.it,b. i:n tLe exe..lteci. Jesus, but not as 

if' he vver e a l.:.eavenly being Wf'.. O ha d stripped. o:f'f the gar.m.ent 

of ea1· thly-hlli!1an exis terl ce as the Gnc s tic hede ero.er V-lc..S con­

ceived to do. Ra tb.er, tr:e e:z.al -ceo. Jes us is at t~"le :::a.ru.e ti.me 

the eartb.ly man Je,sus; -clle 11glo:cified one" is s,:,ill a l ways 

he Vir.:.o nbecame flesh". In otb.e.r vroTds, Jesus 1 li:te 011 earth 

does not ·cecos e 2.n iter.1 of the r:.istoricc:.l _u&st, but c ons t a:::1tly 

re1"1a.i11s present :realit y . 1';1.e :C!istcrica l fi;u.re of' ~r csu.s, 

i.e. his hum&.n being 

t..:C.e :revelation of his 'glory ' e.!!d tnereoy of' God 1 s. It is 

the 
. . l 9 

esc.r.' ,....c· olo:.·i·c'-"l OCCU'l"T•'" "i r"~ lf-'-_a, - o .__ -- V J.-'-"'V • 

18--, . - ·c . 4.:: l.O J.Q. > .,_- _,, 19-.. • a 

4
(. 

.L 02.Q . ' p. ') 
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The Revele. tior.i. or" ,:;.c-.:.e Gl0:rv. _________________ ..,.__ 

God 

j. csus Vi?::.o is a uc.n in ";.!£100. t lle:c e 

is 1-othing uE1.lSue.l e::;:ce:9t l:is told. asser t.ion tll::.-r. in !"_i.fil 

God encoucc. el's men. 

nQtuTe of the coLce~t of ~evel~tion, a paradox ~hich, for 

i3ultl!.lann, John v-:as t.l:.e f·:..r·st to see v'li th e..ny d.~si:;~_n ctnt::ss. 

John er,1pha..-ci cally expr:esse_s this p..::.:rad.o:.;:; in o!le <i:.rec•ci.cn 

Jesus h::;.s eoual d.:..gnity and rist.ts v1it.h God.; ir.:. the otr~~n 

direction, J. esus s,eaks ar.:.6. c.cts only in ooed.ience -co t h e 

wi ll of tli e Fa. t.l;. sr 8.1!. d 
_ .,_. . , . . . . . 20 uoes nov.f.!.l!'.:.g on n.is ov,,n au,:;.:10ri -r,y. 

Jesus 1 c..aath e.:.'1.d. 1esur·:l' eC\,ion, ae; c0:c6.ing to 

Hellenistic C~i..i..rcn. J..I.: J·o~fl, -c:_e c.aati1 is subor c·i.n.;;:. ted to 

the inc&r L~ ~ion and the incarnation is ,:;he decisive salva-

tion event, e.l t:C.o ~.Gh it is a })c:.:r t oi' t?:_e total sa.l v.:;. tion-

oc cur·r· er..:.c a for· ?.:..u2.. But tll.e incarnati0.r1 and c..ea.ti.1 

const itute a uni"i~y in cTol;.:1, 1:.s -cr.1.c COlllin~ (inca:rnat:i.or..) c:1:::1.d 

the going (death) of the Son ot God . L'1 J ohr~, Jes u~ ' d. ec.1:;n. 

t.2-s no pre -e~-.:.ir.:.ent im:p01'~c.~ce ror salvation, ·out is -che 
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his exaltation and ~~~~e s::. r...s in 

Jo~n's view of Christ's dea.th , 21 bu~ forg~ven~ss of sin, 

release fro~ sin is promised -l,· -~·-·. 1•ouo"-·1, .T ..:r.:,· s 1 ~-,-~-.·~ ,-~ -r ..:..l,·•·· ···· ou · · ",-, .. ..., - - - ~ -..;. \,,,;. ) V -.t..!.. i:::,~J. 

t i1e 11t:ruth 11 .med.i.ated oy .r.:..~s vmrd.. 111n' C. "(' C. -'-•o.,. '-'- "'.L .L ) 

Christ's death is not a sac~ificia l atoneffien,:; for sin • 

If Jesus 1 death on the c?oss is already ~is e~alta-

tion and glorii'icc:.,:;ion, rii s l'esurrection cc..nnot iie e..n 

event of' s~ecia.l s ignif"ic&.nce. No .re.sUI1·ectL:Jn is .11seded 

to destroy ti1e vI·ill.!u:9h of death. :.t;'or the cross itself is 

already triurn:9h ove1: the YiO:r ld. e . .nd its 1•u_e!'. 3u.lt.r1~e.nn says, 

11 'l1.l:iere is r:.o t a •,mr--d in Jot.:.1:. of t h e i d.ea t:2.1:1.t not until the 

r1esur1'ection E:.nd. exalte.i:.ic.·n attex his des.t~1 Jcs u.s v,c. 'b 1uc.d.e 

lo:ca. of' c..ll cosr::1ic anci. de.r::onic povrers.n22 J"esu.s is T,!.'iS 

l' est.a· rec ti or:. and ,:; i:.e 

lit e tl:"£.t el:!.cou.nte.r-s 

7 if·­
--- C > the truth , ana ~~e 

believer into life now . 

'lhe hevels.tion E. s t,l".te ·tfo11 d . 

ths ~rue wor ks of Jesus 

J"asus' • ·• r-. 
v-.'U.!..' G. t 

C,_, .. , 11 .. Y· !=-n,; t1·~ i ·•'"'·: · s :J .. c i ·f· i c v __ , C ....._ .J ----._, .:. C _ - _ or 

concre te i:.~~t he ~~ s seen 

h0avenly world t~e ..... . vne!~e o:f" .r .. is ,,ox0.s . 

21 
Ibi d. ., p . - ,. 

'.)O 
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ti::.e b:rec..d. 

Ra the:c, the 1r.ytb.ologi ce.l tel' fili~o:i.o.::s is ::.n tenc.ed. to ex:9r GS s 

ti:2.e absolute and. ciecisive sig.c.i:f"ice.nce of his wo1·d -- tite 

.ri2ythologice.l notion of y.:xe - e:.-::is~er:..ce is ,·,·,c..d.e to se:rve 

: ,11,-. "'- •• , e ·Pr•, ·• ~ .:.. ·1e e-:r,-:-i • .., . ·• e l ; s"· 
.!..},J.'J~ .!. ~ .L V' l.,,.:._ V :.:....lJ.:::::_ ...!... - l., 

conf·e1•:r-ed upon Jesus f'or ' . 
£.!.1.~ p~e- existent ~eriod. the myt ho -

•r:r..e title t1Logos :, , f'or· .6ultrue.nn , is !lot de:ri vcd 

f:r·orr: tl1e Old 'l1es te.1ucn t , f'o:r in it i:tlle v10:r d of Goe. 17 is 

f'c ur.:.d., but v1e n~ver- f'i n c. t:C1e un.:-•1oc\il'ied ezp:1: es sion, 11 t l1e 

·'ifor·d ' . t.for is it 6.er· i ved from G:c eel<: yhiloso:;_:i1:1icc::. l t1· a.c.i tion 

in ~enorE-.l or· :f".rcm .:it.oic:..s B in J)::-.r tic L:l&..::= and t:rc..r.a.S!.".:li t ted 

t o the evr:..ngelis't by Eh i lo oi' .tl8:z.c-.nd.ria, t or· t he :9hL: .. o -

son~ic~l iaea of log os as the r&~i cn~l orderliness of ~he 

divine CO Sit.OS is q_u .. :.r,e to Jol1n . f' iP Ul' e 0 

lot;; ical ruytl:olog y wl:.2.ch c:. l s o exer cisE;d e.n ~.nflue nce t,,~)on 

t2 
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Judaistic lite2:· atur· e there is 2. :f'igi..cI·e !l',Jisd.orr. 11 , •wi:ich :...s 

a :p::.r a llel to j"ohn' s u-~Ior·d 11 • In Gr,.osticisrn. , v,rr:icb. also 

influenced Pb.ilo, t t_e i'.::..st:.1·e "Logos 11 !'1.e.S not on.ly cosmo-

logical but also soteriologic~l runcti8ns. 1i1h a:reror e , it 

is uithin t.:1i s Sl)he:re t hfa t the m::· i g in or "Ghe Johe.nnine 

.. _ . 2 L~ ·r ., . . .. 
1...,ogo s 1.ies. _n c.r.n.os tic mytn , -- which le.ng uage c.J olin u.ses 

the Revelaticn c onsists of not~ing more than the bare feet 

of· it. J:t'or evsn t h o ugh Gnosticism s1)eal<.:s at length in 

cosmogenic c::.r:d soteriologice.J. spccul~.tion s e,bo u"t the c onten-c 

or t h e Revelation, the decisive thing ror it is t he bar e 

fact of kev e l ~tion . 1'£1.us i.n Jol:m also, nJ·esus as t~e hcve e..ler 

o:f" Go d. :reveals nothil~6 but ti.!.a t he is ti:c i (~Vectl e:r. 1125 

Revelation ti1c.t J" esus 01·in6 s is 'Li1e 11 T - am.rr, " It is rn stc.te-

.:predice.te nomin:;;. ti ve 8..:.'10. not t.he subject. Ee 6.oes n ot 6 i ve 

content to the Revelati on i t is mystic. Eut ~-o ::1n 'V!isi1es 

~ . . . . , ,.. . . - . l . . . 27 to U..."1.der·star.u t..r.,.1.s in t .n e sense oI .c.is .r:·.eve e..r,1.on -1.uee . • 

God bee.rs t :::is r·evelation ti::.r0u.g:O. J"esus ' ovm works . But 

these v1orks E..:ce ia.entical v1ith his word. . '11:0.e tes ti11ony , 

the1·efo.r·c, is id.entic:::.l •;;i tn ti:!o. t ,·1Lich is to be suostantiated. . 

Ee1:..ce , c on t :-ac.:..c tol'y s ta te.::::.en ts c2.r:. s te..nd ii: the Gospel: ti:..a t 

- ~ . b . . . ,. , n { ~ -- , · J eSli.S QOcS n ot. ec;.l' W2.. 'tr,.6 SS 'CC Llr1S 6.LI ) : ,;~ J end he 

does {8 :ll:-: 18) . Ee bee.l's Y·!:;. tr..ess to r.:.i.rr:.Self vritil r_is 11 It 

is IH. :-Out only by fc:.i t h is tiiis testiuony u.r.:.6.ers·cooci as 

? }, 
~-,.Ibid. , 

27-, . -" 
..!.. Oli..!. . , p . 67 

251· id c_ • ' :p . 66 
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testimouy (3:33). 

the R.evealei' is :wtl"!.:.r~ but a defi.!.1ite 

historical .me.n , Jesus cf Kezareth. 

had to meet nen in a definite torK. T~e Church's tesk of 

procla ~uation was not t1.1e t:::ar_sn itting of' the b.ist:Ol'ico.l 

tradition about Jesus. .6ut to .o.ake the t:radi tional pictu1'e 

of Jesus e..nd his pr-oclari:.ation unde1'stood , Jo£1 .. n 1:,-a."lted it in 

the light of his , . , . . ·-
.tl6Ve.J..8.t.l0Il-lQea. Faith alone can i;ialce 

itself available as Revelation. 

d. Faith 

Faith as tl".:.e hearing of tl:e Wo:r d. 

In his terminology Jol:u1 te.l~es t~n.e general Christian 

usage e.s h is star -ci.n.g-:r:,cir..t. Ir.. it nto believe II means tr.e 

acceptance of ti:e Ck°.;.ris~ian messageo Since J-:;sus and his 

word ar-e identic2~1, bis 1Nord..s can also be n~rn.ed as -che object 

ot faith. Just s.s he hi11sel:f is said to be ur·eceivsd 11 or 

so are l:.is 11·wo:rd..s" or 1:.is tr+-es r i r'. onu" v _,_ --J • __ coun.ter-

part to tl".!.e id.entity of' Jesus' 'llord. E.nd his pe:rson is -che 

fact thc.t faith p:roceecis f'l'o.m. h earing ox faith is hearing: 

r.2:r.:.is 

Jesus ti:i.e "t:r-.:.tr .... " and t h s 11 .:..::.feir. ~/hat toe.s .B-.1.ltffi.2.nn 1::.c::s.n 

by faith in t~e ~istcric~l Jesus~ "It v:a:s n ot "'~1st one e 
t, 

u:pon a ti r:-: e t0~at ti: e i.-.eveal er vra s inc.:.:.r·nC:t te -- he rer,1&ins 
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so :forever", therefcI·e, nt;t.s :r-o le ot· 1:,h e beiieving conte.m-

po2·ar ies cf J esli_s is not that they give a cer-tify-2.ng guarantee 

t~eir eye-witness 

testinony, but that they :9ass on to therG. the 'of"i"ease' of 

' 
' -·- d l ? S tne v.or- becoia.e f esh' • n~ 

Faith is genuine only insoi'c.r c:.s it is e. knov.riri_g 

f •ai th. 'i1iiis is exi:,.ressed by Jesus' p.ro;.1ise of· :--:nowled.ge of 

the t.rutn to believers if they loyally "c::. bide" in 1"!.is vwrd 

Tnat Jesus is tne Cb . .rist, is believed (11:27; 28:Jl) 

but als·o kno-vvn ( 6 : 69). Faith and knowledge ce.nr ... ot be d.is-

tinguisr.:.ed. as t v-:o stages. Kl1m-vledge car..r:.ot cut loose from 

T...,"' ~ +n' • f'c-' -i--'7 
- c..;.J_ v - ) - - . .L vil also cor.:. ta ins knovrleds e -- taith its el!' l(nm:.rs. 

stxt.:ctUTc..l c:.s :i.;ect of' ·oelieving • 

Es cha tolOiJ i Cc;.l }!;xis t enc e . 

The de..."i::.and f' o:r fai tL is the deru.wid ti12. t the vrol' ld 

SU.l'.rend.er the unc.e:rstandir.!.(3 it h£.s had of' itself' o Faith is, 

like Paul's c0Lce1t, the world , the act 

of d.esecul2.rizo.tion, tr.!.e surxencie:r of c:..ll see!r..ing secul'ity 

e.nd evexy fl'etense , the willi~gne~s to live oy t Le str' engtll 

of the in vis i·c2.e &nd u.ncc.m t:i: olla ble • 

com~leT.ely difierent standa~ds. 

com.ing of ti:.:.e "of:te.r:se i1 
-- t~e offense T.L:c..t ~if'e rr.:.asts .rae..n 

onl y in -cn.e v1ord. e.d.d.r-esseci t.o hir.G. by a £!2.ere Ltl&.11 , lesus of 

2e 
I1id., po 7J 
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:.r:r:e na t ur 2.l · iG.2.i1 YI:.t:r.L o-:..1.t f"c.. it::~ is c:f'f ended. by 

the incs.rnatior.. of e . .2:a:re r.::i.an, Jes :.:...s of Eaza:r e t l! , a c co r d.i.ng 

. to B~lt ,.~ann, tut a hlc.11 of 

ti:e:c-ef'o:re, faith is victory ovs.r- -c!ie Vior ld. I n ove:r co:ci r..g 

the of'fe~se, faith is t h e decision e g~i nst t h e world for 

'l1D.us, £'.it;.l t!D.c.nr.1 :r ez.. ct.<::s in i'a.i t; j:1 to des E; c;il2.r· iz2. ti on 

1;1l1ich is "transition ir1.tc esc:r.!.c.tolo~i c c;.~ l 
,...a 

e ._...; ~ i- e ;1 ce ti ~ ';I 
--L..l V -- • 

In the midst of· the v10:t: le. ·ch e believer is lifted out of' 

s ecule.r ezis tE;nce· -- ti:cugn ! i S is c,.,..; 11 11 ; n +·, Li:,. \ \{0"" l Q~ 11 
- - \J - - _..,_ u_ - - - ' 

1.I1he chc.re.c~e1' is tics oi· the es cl-le. tolo5ic2..l existence 

are " :9ea. ce 11 and 11 joy 11 
• 

-
n_o+ ao ... -....6 · ··/O"f' 1 rl ,_, ;~re,..; 

v ..... 1.,.1._ 1 - ..... u. e.,--- • .::> • It is r:ot so!.:.6t!:'!.ir....;; tha t 01::.n be 

reali~ed in t:ce ezte:r:12.l cor.:.di-ci.:)ns of ii~·G or· so1c.e state 

of.' _:rd .r.:.d. un the co~trar y , si~ce i t can be seized as a 

reality by faith alone, it ce.r: EO mor-e bec;.;IT.e a state o:r 

corld iti on t i:.c.n. 11 freed.om:;. 

is t:r i,j_e of' 11 joy i1
, it is 11o't a r·eulized state, but alYic:.ys 

lies ah6a6. of th e bel.ibve:i.' as s oH:eth ir:s to oe r·ec.:!..ized. 

1-'..not.t.e1' :Ne..y to de:;scr·ibe- escnatolog ical e:xis~ E;L.ce is t :c.&t 

·U.!.e ·oelieve:cs axe. ir.i. t b. 6 B.evec:.lex :)I· he in t r_E::~l in su.c :r~ a 

:aut only in 

f'e.i tr1 is in e..D.y 
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:relat.:onsl:".a.i.y to Jesus o.r to Gou. 1130 Geo. is l:.!.6Vbl' availt:..'ole 

excei)t vrhen re.an ove.rcor::.as tiiat of:E"e:r:se • 

Inas.r.iucb. as a 1-ele. tionsil.ip to God ; <.: _.., m.ed.ie. t ed to 

the believer by the Reveeler, t Le rela t i~nship is t~at of 

:pr2.ye.r. FTayer s2:-"'o··as tL:c: t ·cJ:.:.e believer· is s:.ill "in tne 

wc.rld!', but it is en ex~r ess~on cf h is exc~atologic~l exis-

tence v1l"l.ich is rio 1:2.ore •1of tiie ,r.7orld 11
• .d6Ci:3..US e )I·e.yax 

1·10-:.v·s ou·c of" l~:.s eschatologic1:::l exis-ce ~-:!.ce, t i.e believer can 

be su:c a 

to ,·.1abs it a ~rayer is c ~lled 
-; 

11 c0Ef"ide.nce 11 • j.l.. 

11he fi n.e.l cr· i te:r i ori of esci!.2. tologic&l ex is -ce:i.c e is 

-i-._n_,e .,,.._oc: c:: ec: c: ion. n ·_1-=- ➔-_: _, e . ..:.: -~,.., i ;-
v .J:' a.... a...; - .._,., - - _. V t-1 ~..,. ..,!___ - U • 

eschatol0 2:,ico.. l r ' .; . ,:-• ..:.. 
c,..:..!.. L, ' b t:t i3 

causes miracles, n or t~e ~ower and nors o f Christian c ocduct. 
-the 

lt is 1,;c1:1er vri 1,h i n .. (;~~u.2'cb. ·:rt~cn o:cin::;s f ;..::rt:t. ~~r:.ovi:.Edze er.:.d 

'112.·utll II has t t.e .cec.r.:.in .g tb.2. t the S:pi1' it,' s acti vi t~.- cons i s ts 

s~icl ur it , 

-: 7 
.,;- -.- ,. i ·d 

__ l, _ ·•·' 
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fact ti-.:.e. t J"es~s : ·t·101:d is c0r..c tc.:.:.r.:.t ly 'te 2.r:..g t.~:!:.d.erst.oo•i e..n ew 

in e..n ever .:c·c9e2.ted Ncn·1 • 

tr ... e escb.a tolo gicc:.l occu:rrer..ce Vi.:."!. lc.::: tco:-c :i_:,12.ce in cTe~"..ls' coL:i.:.1s 

WOJ:'Q must sou.nd f"or: "c!1 ev er· t~1E; sc~.u: .. e yet in evsr n ev forD. . 

'.i.'he Wor:d is its c 0r(l,.·'is ~ioE to 'c :C1e world • 
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t::C.e old ~-chool such e.s HarnG.c1:' s 'Goe. a:r..d. t:.::e .Sc~11' ~-s t:cll 

interest.e6 in t~e eYolution of -,,,ol i r- ~ o·,, 11 2 
- ---- 6 ..1.. --· 

it in ter!!ls of his o,-rr.. relic·5.ous life, bec2.use h~ relies 

e.:re obviot1.s. tphe ;.,er-e'..., ... <:>y,"-; cl e 11 Cn ri c,ti ,.,.,,; t "fT P.,,.,0 ;\/ ~r-'-'n" --- - _, __ l., i;;:·.;- l.,_ - ~ -- _,_. _r;'~- --- ..,,.,, .. .. __ . --u L, •. 

"Bult-

The 

P~~este are ho:rrifie~ . 'T::.e Bible 

-?.n out-e,nc.-o:.:t. }:.ere tic. 

c. ,. c ,.d~-..,e-,...," .. ...,,:;•r: T."-,.,~tz ?.,.,,..; 
- • ..:;,; •' ,J i ,_ •J- · - - · ·--•- .. - - - ••• ; --- - , 

:revsletion in Ch~ist 

sl~ot~lc. r:..~co ,:·~ize t~e ·.-:~ole ~;~•:r Te ste.~:en t ~- s no t?:.1:r: .::.~ 1Ju t e, 
2 Ibid 
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SJmiJolic ue..;{ of e}'.:~rescir~ tl;.e e :i':iste2::..ti2.l exp e1 ... ie11ce. Phil-

oso~her, Karl Jaspers cri t izes B~lt~ann 's · · ' e :-,:.p na.eis Or! ~o a.ern 

me.n I s scientific vie,,rpoir..t. People in N.ew T..estament ti~es, 

he se.·;l s, were not much different fro:n :people tode..~· or e.ny 

other time -- ~rc~e to cro s e I a.te rialism on t~e one h and, 

and ,1illin6 ness to believ~ t:C.:.e a.bsurd o~ the oth er. 11 3 

In this c l~e.pter we s t.al 1 consic.0 r Sul t ~ 2.11.n' s 

ticle 

r .. .., 
ct. "" -

9. The :Hscessity of the Derr.~rtl:.oloc;izs. t1.on o f the New 

For Bultme.nn, in his New Test2.rr:.ent s t ,.1.c.ia r, , t ~::.ere 

The one is tt.e !!1:•tt.:: ::' :. 3 i~ ?.l eleme nt 

in the me see.s e o f tr..e Ne1•r Tes t c>.n:e:c.. t: tt.e rr.:,.,.t~ice.l vie--;·r of 

the 1.-.rorld 8.~d t?le rr:ythice.l e vent cf :{ede=~t5 .. o i.': ; t ~ e other 

is Yi 8 ':! 8. S t r t~-9 , 

The 1.-m!"'lc. :is a t _;_--_r e e -storieo. s+.:.>1-'.ctu r·e t:::<.=: ee . .rtj i.r.. the cc!'!.ter, 

t h e earth is more 

Yl P ...._ l, Y'"' 1 
--- v .... - --· - . It t : t r..e see:.:.~ ,....f' _, _ ~-;., C ---" 

sce :-e of the 

-=- r• -I· ; , ,~ t•r or" 
•• J - . • J 

------------
3 II(;-,,.._.,...; qti-c>n1,• J • ., <:in c' ")\r~·t'rll '1"1-rne qe.,..., 0/.• 19!::.0C ·r,r, c:; ::. c:-7 

-' - - - - • " -' _ c:;-.. _ _ L,t.: c;.:.. _ __ -·"' - - ,---- J;..; _!)•t-1,- J ' ~-J _,..J,:,). 
4 1h.r-ie,·r :':'11.oc_+!:lr.er + '"' ""id i·.fy-'- 'r1ol o r::- 'Tr 11 l(pr"IT ':"'ll'"' P.~,'l i\i,,rt,,..., 

• , ._, • • ~-~- . -· •..J <;;..!_ J.- L • - . 6 .J , -- - ,L -~- .c· ~ . .. · .Loi,,, 

5 T!'.leolo~~,r oi' N. T., Vol. I , n. 174. 
6 -rr1,~e,-1 Teste~ent -r:1d l-1Jt::olo 5Jr 11 : Y.:erV€_T::8. ?.nd Kyth , 

195LJ.,p. 1. 
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Ge{: ::'.nd his e..ngel s on the O l'23 h~.nd , e.r:d of Se.tan 2.nd his 

:-3.ei:.ons on the ot½er. Ee.::-1. is not in co:::.t Y-·ol of his o·.-m life : 

Ev5 .. J. s:::i.ri ts mf1.J te.:-:e :9csses~·.:..on of hi -:-:- • '--7 + 01"'~" t1.· v·o l ,r s~.+_,."_·."'.· --- ' 4- V - .1.-'-• --J ~ J.~ 

may i!.1s·oire hin: ~.ri t h evil thou.r.::-hts ,· - ~ 
or God 

1·1ith good thoushts and suide- his p1...1.rpose s. He rr..c.y 5 i ve 

him the s1...'..;,erna.tur2.l po·we.r of Eis S!Jirit. 11 T'.cu s, Gnostic 

mytholoc;J serves to che .. i-·ac tE :"ize me..~ .t' s situ~. tion in the 

,,ror1_a 11 7 i,,,.r_; t'_:'"l __ ,_· ·_,~_. t.h ... _~_s co ST''Olo,-.•y .... ,,e e'"e -.., ..... 0.,:, ""'""C..Amr, -'-, on bP \Y - - . !. . C 1 , l.,l_ v . ; __ l., .I. • --.- ~""-, _.J 1, .!. • - -

It proclair: s, 

in the J.e.nr0...'!.a,.c::8 of ::vtholo.~v, t h-?.t tt.e last tirr.e :'.;.?.s noi.·r ._, ........ ... -u 

corce • 11 In t':1e f -:J.lne ss of tirr:e" God s-~nt fortr.. his Son , e. 

He died 

t:he death of a sL:mer on t :1.e cross ~l!d 22.c.e e.ton~:-::r.ent for 

the sir..s of !nen. 

the cos~ic ce..te.strop::e, 8 
etc. 

of the Gnosti c r:.ytl: 119 c'..r..d of a 11 :mythice.l :o.:.--.ture 11 9c. lL!..l 

t }-,; C' .,.1,. __ '-' is 

V -'::'Y·i.Ol.1S 

m,rthclo r,•v c ::' c.Tewis:.1 A_noce.J.-y_n tic ?.nd i~ t't.8 r e i::!.e~,,_-i:ion myt:!.s 
···.J -- "'"';" 

of Gr..ost.icis!T' . :therefore, 1::.e s2.ys, "To t:i~.s G:~te21t tha 

V -'; o,., _...,,, .. of •.-rorld ie ! 
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me.r:. to e.c-

cept the :1ytl:ice.l vies;·r of the \-!Orlc. 2.s .... r·1e., rrlJ. l, L • , e .. s lrn. 

Of course not--· because 

of the world is sis:::_::;ly t£".:.e cosr::olc_;~- of 9. 2_::~e-scienti:fic 

A blind acceptance of 

1,rould be. ir~~e.tional, an.a. to 

the New Testa1!:ent rJ.:rtt.olo:::J 

preEE for its accept~nce as 

e.rticle of fe.i th wo1..tld be to reduce Oh::--isti~.:--i f~ith to +"ho v .. _ ....... 

2.evel of e .. hur::.2.::.1 e.cl1ieve::.::e n t e.r..d v:ould res:..:lt in · 11 c. curio-:...~ s 

f orrr of schizo_1,Jl1.renie. e.Y:d insi ncer·ity11 12 ""'-o•_, .... t._~e inte-1,e,..t 
V - - - -1 - - •-., 0 

of modern m9.n n:e .. ~,:es it im}Jossible fo~" 1:-.:.irr. to sP- :i. .. im .. 1.sly hold 

lonf;er believe in tI'-e threc-storiei:. uni vers(; ~--!~ich t l:.e creec.sJ.~l:2a 

Tb.e onl:; ~ one~ t ,;e.y of rec j_ tinz tl:e creeds 

is 

enshrj_ rre--. 1113 

No lon5er ca.:1 e.r!y h ee..ven or ::--_ell b e 1.md.erstood in 

the trc•.o.i tior.'.". l se21oe of t~:e 1rrorc., r..or the retu.r ... :. of tr..e 

p. e6. -- Oti.t of tt.e 
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spirits, i.-·r?:.et~-:er good or ev2.l. 

Tes ta.::.er_ t he.ve cee.sed to bG n.ir2.culc1..i_s for Bul ~:,;!;.e,l"' ... Il, 11 It 

is impossible to use electr~.c light e,r?.d t":le ·i,iirG2-E:se e.:J.d. 

to e.va.il oureel ves of moder1: :r,:,edical ll.::1.d. s-...1.:;:-zice.l c.iscov-

eries, and et t~e s~~e ti~e to believe i~ the Rev Test-

ticu.la:rly serious 1-;l:Gn you e:-:l1ect otl:.ers to c.o 

e.1:>le to the !!lod.e!'n i"!O!.,..,ld. 

Christ ~ever took rla~e 

~ent foretoJ.d .. 

but 

the ~cJ.e 
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infection is sub-ethic~l. 

S, .. "-"C." 1 7 ..... , .. .!. • 

c.octrine of t~'le 

The rest:rrection cf J"Gsus is s.lso c..ifficv.l t. 

not rcc-s.rd deB.th as a proble~ at a.l::: .• 

A God-::n2.n id.ec, is c:u.e to G~:.o s tic inf'l t '.enc e -?,nd 

Cl:rist's death a~d resurrection were not isolated f~cts 

1.-ihich concerned hi!n e.lo!le, but 2. coe:.r:,ic event in '.T:".:.ic:1. ~.lJ. 

Een are involved. 

1·!5. th its ~e~'s tre~slation i n to a celestial 

realm of 

in 1:eavenly robes e~f e s;iritual tody ere ell not only 

irr.2.tio~:.al but 1.1.tt~rly rr:.e e.:r:.i n. :~es s • 

To solve ti:lis 

in the Ne1:r Tes te.:.2.ent e.nc.. t he scientifice.l e.tti t·J.c.e of modern 

rr..an tc.-mrc. tl:e !!.Jtl;.ice.l elerr.sr..t 

reinterpreting t~e ~ytholcgy in the l-Is1.r Tes t c.-:-:e r..1; is for 
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t:1.e r·efore he C8 ·-,·r.o t ·,-.er1_1n::::, +'.·,e arro11ri t of' ,-,, ,r+ro7 O'"'"r ~ .,, ; t .,,_ ___ - - .,.._ - ...,,_ _ • .._ ..,.___ - ,._,J V-- - ~ " --- - • 

For ~1.i:m = it is i:mpossi~le to dis~ies St P~t,7 •~ te~cn in~ ) • . - '-· -- - c. _..___ 0 

e.bout the Holy Co:mr:·:union or- be.:;,tis:-:1 . He ea.ys, 11 If \-Ie e.c-

. . . 
A.."'la. he contin1.1.es, 11 If we once sts.rt su.bt:"'e.ctin-3 from t he 

!{er~r::!:,e., 1·.r~ ~E:- :re ~.re . ~-.rs- to dre.w t.b..e li~e? Tl:e r::.ythica.l view 

of the 1-ro:rlc, must be a.cce!)ted or rejected in i"t.s er.tirety. 11 18 

Bul t:::-:-12.n:'l cl e. i !!. s thE t 

e~en t ~roclemetion is to be prese rved, the o~l~ ~ey iE to 

denytholos ize it. In so 6.oi:!."'-;; t ::.e c:ueetion is ~-:r.:.ether t l-:e 

New Testenent ~e ss~~e consiets e~clu sively of cytholo~y, 

e.nd. whetl:.e: ... :i. t e.c tuc..lly de-:::c:.nds t :·:e eli2 i~:e.tion of c1yth if 

it is to be understooG es it is ~ea~t to be. For hi::: , this 

qu.estion !.!l' • ..1.st be a.::.1s-:.-:rer·ed in ti.-rn :9c.rts: the n~tu~e of myt~ 

in c.nd itself. 

o. 

!lot to ~ • L • e.::."'.. o :-:, ~ ec 1..,2. V E: picture of t:-.:.e 2. S it i S, 

but to ex~res s man's un6.erstendi nc of hi~sglf in 

be 

lo c- ;0!:>11 ~. 1-., ,+ r,r -'- r 'Y'onolo,...ic''7 7v O'Y' ·oc++"';"' •~-'--i l, ... _.._. _ __ ,. _ · ,/, ~ _,, _ _ lJ .. -- ,· - - c. ___ ""'-' --=- --...;~ ~ .. ~ =.__--:-_-:., , e:::-:ist-

18 It:id., p. 
19 Ibic~., 2)• 
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in ter1:::s of t:t:is world., e.r:.c. of t~2. sods ::.r:. ter~-:-.s derived 

:frorr. hv .. !',::a:n l:.f e. 1.I'hey,o-f'o·;,e r-~ ~rth i S ,.re .,..; '"r+ 
-- - -- - J -".,,; ..L- - J • • ~-~• V 

beyond it. 

that ~e is not lord of his 

sense of de~)er..c.errce, w::C:.ile 'i-!i t::-.:.in tl:e visible 1:orlc., on 

the forces of tl~e 'L:.nl":::..~.o·.:n. 

belief thet in this state of c.e~er..c.6nce he c~~ be delivered 

fron1 t.!:.e forces 1.-ri t!':in t ~:·8 visible i:!02...,J.cL 

of mytt,tt er.., is to s~eek of 

controls the 1.•ro~·lc. e.r:c. 

claims to heve en ob j ec t ive vali~ity. 

ensbri. i-.:. e s • , for :fr.:J t t~a:n.1:1, cle._ir.:s · 

tr:e. t t:':::.i. s is true • 

c • se.ys, 

F o r e:::2.mple, 

. t , . c cosc ~c even, n12 

Son (Phil. e.re 

2C Ib; A ..:.. .__ . , p. 1 1 • 
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inconsistent. ·TJ:l_e doctrine of t~e Cre~tion is inco~~~tible 

wi tb. the co:nce:9tion of the 11 r-J.lers of this i-,orld11
, 

of this world 11
, a.hd. t!"2.E- 11 elen:e:0.t~ of t i."J.:..s worl.d 11

• 

;\ -: 

t..he~::9."0d . ~ 

So:..:etimes hume.n l:tfe is d.eterr.1ined by cosrr:.ic forces 

end someti~es it is chal~ensed to E~.::. is so:::.e-

times re3er6ed ~s e coscic t eing, and at ether tices es 

s.r! inde!)endent 11 I 11 who n:2.kes :his m·m c.ecisio1:. 

t ~e mytholo[y of t ~e New Testament 

to be rei1:ter~:•reted? T:."li s is 11.0 t tl'!e first e. t tell'.~:, t to do 

so! 

tt.e K1=!rygma. 

;.1.g,,-,lf' 1121 - V ...., __ • 

Tn t r 0 lrst .:..,e.,..,-'-y yr-P1"'S ~ ~o ve-rre•~-1- c 1 •::iv f'rorn -- . • ........ _::'... V11\ J..;. L, ~-- - c. ... :! ..... ~.:. L, c. ,.\ 'C,oJ - ~ ... 

criticisrr has been at~02~ted i~ order ta bring he ck a naive 

te~es th~~ u1 and tries to put t ~e~ i~to ccnstrvctive use 

to it. Therefor-:;, "tr~e cri tel"ion e.eo:9tco. r.":.u.st 

"be frc:r: rr:oc.e!"n tc.ousht, bv.t from the Ui"':derstar..c.-

toe fe~ b~sic p~inciples of 

21 
22 

_., .... 
.L OlC'. • 
I'bic.. 

1 2. 
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11 Unf o 2:·t 1.l:. e. to::.. y 

l:e.e - .L ce2.sec. :..,O be 

m.:.:>.t~on of t.l:.e GI") ,; -i Yl (1-, v , ~ c:: ,. II 2 3 -~ 0, _.,., 1:_.-:•,_1_,_. 'u- -
- - - - - · -.:.- - - . ,; ,J. - -

r.::.e.m1, even 

sl:ou.lc. n.o t i)e re ject.ed. a.::!. tc- -

Ne~ Test~~cnt i s net to 

be fm;md i:n the teacbins ::. .... elision a :.16_ et!"!.ics , but 

i~ it actual rel~zion end p!et~; Not in do =catic ob jectivity 

bc::.sed upon mythical irr:£-.2;ery, but in t:ce reli :)-ous life -

cf n:.ystic2.l UJ.1.ior::. i:;-ho1:1 Go d. 

o •rr-ir o7 -i c 
~.; J.-- - - --

forrr .. 

ho'.·:ever, fsil , accordi:n; to E:.11 tr:e.n:."., to see t::~.si.t detachr:1er-.:.t 

f rom th5_s i:-:-orlc'. is · es~entir..J.ly csc:!::,~.tcloz:..cc.l a1;..d :r_o t m?s-

tice.l . of schc ".)l is ,,-.; r·~- + II -- .__,- - v , 

or.ce ::ere cee.s8Ct 

Like the libe~al s , they ~re s~le~t s~out e {ecisive act 

!i'cr \:r_.e.t 2.s d.escr·ibe•:: i r:. rr:.ytl;olo :,;::tc e.l terr;,s is nothlnz 

n,ore rr. y+.:"ol o~·•r ••• ...,__ - (;.•.j • Tl-:.e tT'l)_ t::1 of' 

2-;;; _,. 
Ibid. P. 1 -~ 

' 
_, . 

24 
Ibic. . 

' 
P.15. 
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solut2.on. i~e v~ Test-

of hurr:2.n 2:-:isten c:e . 
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Thu.s , h ~ c o :'.!.s i ders -'- . t., (j 6 
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lost l:.is e.1..1.t b..entic EeJ_f: v ~.e sc'..;.l of :t:8.n. • 

the 1-:orlc. of corrup tion e,:n.a. de::.th. Therefore, ·when Paul 

o ay.s "f'7 o s-:..., u 
~ --- J..1. ' it means not t~e bodily or phye~cal si~a of 

hume.n nature, but the sphere of visib J_s, co:::.~crete, tc.ngible, 

anc measurable reality, 1-rhich, e.s S".1.Cl:., is c?.lso the sphe-re 

of corruption and ~eeth. 

, ... ,n_.1_A-... :'l_ 2. !'1_, ~---n.. C!'.·.00 ~es -l.,· ,... 1,_· ~·e """" ... , ~ -,-.o. l ,r i· n "':nd for 
- - - -- - - - '..J " - ·- J .J.. - .... .:... ,j •• c,. -

this 

the.t he :1._""llacEs his conI~ide.:.'lce in t t .e fl e s~ (:P:--.Lil. 3:3f), 

and the cc~ scious~ess of security finds its e~r~eseion 

of achiGver::ent. T~~s ~an's life is 

and he becor,:.es tr:e sl2.ve of a.nxiety. T~is is c ~!led in 

other words, 11 se lf-31 oryin::5 11 e.nd II self-:?.s se rt ion 11
• But 

th.is is t~1e ':ie.y in 1·:hich he loss-s his t~.e life c>.nd becoir:es 

a life b~sed on unsee~ , intangibl~ re~lities • fuis is 

life ce.n. be r,:otten only b y fe.i t :.: in the f..-":?.ce of God. 

'E.1.e 5~":?..ce of God rree.1:~ ~r..e fcrc i ~,er~e ss of si:::: , 2,r-.:.d br·in5s 

of t :he pP,s t. 

self 
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e,nd e.be-nc..o!1.ing e.11 securi ty 11
, 25 1·:hich ie surr·enc..erins all 

our self-confidence, a~d resolving to trust in God alone 

-- re.dica.l self-comrr.i tment to God. Suen a life is t ~e 

deliverance frorr: e.11 Horld.l~.~, t e.n 3 ible objects, e.nd lee.ds 

to com:plete dete.c;::w:ent fror:. the ·.-.ror:!..d e~r..d thus to freedo.;-: . 

This dete.chment frorr. the ·world, ho,·rever, is sorc.ethin2 diff-

erent from asceticis2 . 

T!lis is eschatolos ical existence - b e~ n,;:- "' 
11 nei.·' ---c;; .:;-. - • 

c ree. tu.re 11
• i-n.-at -'-hen a.'oes he rr- e~·, by .J. ·~e 11

·_, ... _e· .. , C..,..0...,.:->.7.''Y'_ e 11 ?. ill:. • l,__ t. c,!_ l,.!..:. .i. - - _._ 

Bul tr:12.m1 e.n.s-t.-rer-s, 11 the new life in f aith is net e.n assured 

liberti-

nism •.. life in f a ith is r:') t a pos s e s sion e..t P..2..1 the 

decision of f a ith is never fin el; it needs c onstant r e -

ever·v fresh 
" 

si tue.tion . a l '.:-:i.ys to 

"not 

Th e nei.-1 life 1-:.e. s e. :possibility by s ··J5.ri t :!.r... fe.i th. 

n~ev tic pre c0 ss _of na tu.re, but the f ulf iJ.!'.'s n t of e:c. imper-

25 
Ibid.., p. 

26 Ibi9:.., p. 
19. 
21 • 

Ee 
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11 Ke.rl Jc. spers he.s f O'...Hlc! no c.iff icnl +..y in tre.ns~:io sL:c Kie:;:---

kegaard 1 s interpr6tation of Christi~n Beins into the ~~~ere 

of philosophy • 

alysis of tr.:.e ontologice.l structure of ":Jein0 1·Tould seer£! 

of the New Teste.E-.ent v~e~-, of h 1_i_;:ic1.n life. 

chlef chare.ct"3ristic of mc>.n' s beir.:; in histcry ·.i-i: :;..n:c:e_ty. 

!~an exists in e. permar..ent tari.sion between the :'.:;a st e.nd. · the 

future ••• , ar:.d t!1us e.lone e.ch:i.eves his e..l:t:_--:: entic Beins. 

Is r..ot tl-.:.9.t exe.ctly t :1e Ne'r.' Teste.1!."!ent ~1:-:dP.rs:.c:>.·--::di::--. .7. of 

hur::an life?1127 

AccorcJ.n z to Bul tme.r~~, t1::.e coi:cept of S0::'.~ st2.nds 

fer a 1vay of be ::.n 3 c1.n.d he.s three fund2.:,.-- o~.te.l ~ro!)o s i tior-e: 28 

(a) I.vie.n I s exi s tsnce is e.l "'1:a.ys so1r:a t i c, (b) Me.n i:::i.. his bG ins 

1-!as. e. relation to 1-:icself, e.r..d ( c) 1-':r-m ~'18.E t'.-!Cl f 1...1.nd e.::::en t e,J. 

:?ossibili ties -- he ca.!1 be e.t one i.·:i tr_ h imself or he can 

be T~is in.terpret.?.tio:".1, 1-:hich 

Bul t.ma.::i..n puts fcr1·re.rd. i:~.!"!1ed.ie.tely, ir.Yi tes co:.:Ipe.rison ui th 

Heic.02:3er' s t~e.chins the.t san is e.l·.re.ys 11 :3ein6 -i:.:-t}:.e-•.-rorld, 11 

-- 1 -i -:_,·h --•i._---

Ibid., ·P:?• 24,25. 
~19_r·y of H: .±·, Vol I, ~-:i~, . 192 -
Jo~~n .:.:-2 .. c~u.G.~:r-2.e, .D-:n ~~x is tGr.-!:, ~l.i qt . 

t ruth 

202. 
'E"l.ec 7 o :-:::,~, 4 7 _ .. -. 



, ·;~_ ·. ' • 

... ..... : 
·~· .. .,. . \. '", 

. .. : ; ____ .- •. r. ' 

..... -. .. " ·] 

.. 

•·• . - , " 
•• ,:- - 1 ' • 

. :·-· ( .:-: 

, .,- , ; I 

., -. 
'j. :_ <. -

.. -· .. ~ . 
. , 
,. 

'I. . ..::,. <: • 

: l ':r . 

,· .--

' 

- 157 -

T11is c ~nce::>t alEo e:::~0:resses: for Bultme.:r~--:, t :J.e double possi-

'oi 7 i ..1.._, ;-,,.., TT' ''>l• 'c.- e ·--1 sJ·e" co 30 --- Uu -·-- _c:;.....,_ ...., J__ V ..:...!.. - • Ti1e.t do· . .1.:~le p,:.ssibili ty· is 

to live from Goe., er to l:..ve fro:::n ::ur.:.2.11 reso'.J.:::."'cs s for 

r.r:an to be hi::~$3lf e.s t:-ie cr..ilc. of God, or to J.ose hL::s e lf 

in 1,-;rorld. • 

b. The ~v0nt of ~Gde~ption. 

(1) Christianity without C~rist1 

It 
,, 
I 

the eve:it < 
1 

it , ....... 
- -'- l Je S'...1.S 

derstc.:.1.c.. ::.~:::: of Eeinc ',rit:'!::o".lt C":-: rist? 

1 ,' 

e-,; r ~- -.. __ ..., '-J 

31 
.,., -- . 
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1-; ..-A 
--.l.. - • 

u.alis:.2. 

'Sor_ cf G-od' , 

=;c,.,-'--lon' J. - C , L,_ ' 'Secrifice', e~d t~e like, ere, in so fa~ es 

they are limited to t::-_e ::'2.ct of C~·_rist.,j_G.n stc,:::•y, 1.~1:te:10.b le. 

cf 

co~ce~t cf 

It1i c~ . . , 
Ibid. 

J .• ,. -
.·- · <:;; 

,~-:-t--,~-:-1 -- -- · .,,.._ ~ . -
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• .L. , . 
- V 

c:9en to G. 

tio::.1.. "It is eq1.:!.i7-?,lsr;.t to co!:'..:-::. ::.:.tin2: ourselves to o:.~::."' 

fe.,milie.r ,..,, r--~o, ,n ..:i ~ ;, r:., 11 i:)v;, .i. . ..... ___ \_,,; ____ '--> __ 

:{hicc.ll;r, '.-r:ciJ.e 

inter.::'~.1.:9ts t:C.e sr:·.ooth floi:.·r of l;.isto=r:·r• 

not 

me,n c. cl:. i 2 vc ~at of r eflectio::.1.? 

Ti'_; 0 ..,,.._ T-• r., .; c.· e '"·" ,._. ~ . .,,, __ .__ ::_. :,'-.,-, 

C .. e :!.. :. -;rt., ::.-·?. -!:.e C.. 
Fo ~ 3·_:l t :·.:e.:·n-~, e.zree 

.... 
lv i C' _..., cne 
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Christian believers o::.1ly t -:> those ,:-ho l"'.:.e.ve cper..ed. t i,.:~ ir· 

hee,1"'t s to 
-,, 

t h e r:::c.er!::pt:. Ve e.c tior.. of Goe..~ .. :.-:2,r.:. is e. fa.l2..er.. 

, . d 08J..l1S e.l"l :c.ot 

or what :b..e 1.-Iould like tc 'be, tr:.0'..:5:" t.c c.2.n be a.\·f:?.re of 

is es-

se1-:.tial to h:.u:'.e.:1 life, G.r~c. 1rithol'.t it ::r,.~.r.. 1:ould. :r:ot be 

mf.n.. 

cree tion or~ ~cssession of rrer.. et h is o:~. fis~osal. Th e 

point, foi"' t::-:ey also imo1,.r t r.,_e. t ::.a.r..' s e.t'.t~_si-:t::1.c r..2.t:.1 . .2."'s hG.s 

to be eppre~er..ded by~ ~eliberate decision . 

fror:~ 

bitter ex~eriencc t hat t~e life ~a ~ct~elly l~ves ; C' _..., n o t 

ec~iev!nf t ~et life b y his O\m ef~orts, Ee is totally f e ll-

sin .. 1135 It ; C' --... 
. .,,. 
l.!. 

"1"--_, . Ibic .• ,- :p. 2E; . 
~.-
:J-::> I bi.:'. .• p. 30. ' 



. . ~ . . . 
• • . •• • I ... . .. 
' .· 
t •• · . 1 

. _:_r . .; .t -

·-:-.. 

. .... : .... . 

•· ..,.:;':'· ·.,., 
'~ · .. 

•• • J · j • ! ·.•- .. 
- · · !' • . . 

. . ' ·- :... .. , 
. :: -· 

.. _._ 

· . . ;"' .. 

l 

- l61 -

radical self-assertion t~en bli~ds ~iu to t ~o f ~ct of sin , 

a.:.:..d this is t I: e clearest proof th9.t he is a !'e.llen bei1:.2,· . 

Hence it is is a sin::1.er. He 

will only dismiss it e.s mytholoEY· But sin is not merely 

mJthology uherl the love of God r:.eetz man e.s e. po,-rer 1·rhic:1 

embreces a nd s~st~ins hiL -even in hi s felle~, self-essertive 

sta.te . At the Yery point w::-iere r::e.n c e.n c.o :?:1.othin,: , God 

steps in e.nd e.cts on ~e.1:. ' s behalf . 

Now, t hen , for3ive ness of sins, is neit~er a 

Ra t he r , 

f' ror.: 

T.::ie event of Jesus Cl-~rist is E1e rsirele.ticn of 

the love of God! 

( C <:> 1 f' _ !:> C' C,:, •-.-'- 'i Q.,.., \ 
..., .._ ___ ,- . a..., •• - - l. L,_ ·- ' 

~vent of J ~sus C~riet. 

Ee 

I 
i 
I 
I 
i 

I 
i 
I 
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II ... the event of Christ ~s of~ ,~ally differ-

ent or::_G r fro~~/che cul t-m3'ths cf Greek or EeJ.~ enistic re-

Jesus C~rist is cert~inly rresen t 8~ ~E the Son 

of G•:,c., e. ::,re-existent c_j_vin.e :Sei!lS , e.r..d t't.ere fore to t~_-?.t 

Jesus of Eaze~e t~. Eis life is ~ore t~ar.. 

ever: t. We l':.e.ve co:!' .::., :..na tion 

1136 

Doe2 t h is mytholozical +' .... r ~-..J __ . ..,~. to 

miE:s~_":Jle. 

he 2.11.d e.bove 

I'\ • ..-•f""'I !=° '"':_ _, ____ _ , :. s :::1ore 

+.,,..... .... -; "'1""1 -·- .. -- -.._ . •., Cl + 1..,-. Y11"\• "" .-1 ... 
_,. - ..J • - • - V •• ~._ ,- • 

-----------
7../.J _,, .. 
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r.r,ytholoz:ice..l le.n::7._;_2.ge, his or~ 3::.n t:"9,ns:::enc.s botb hi stc::.--·y 

a,nd ne, tur8. 11 37 

Jesus . Ji.:pe.rt f: .... om :: t, we lose t h e si ;:.5n:1.fi~ -'.=.r:<'e of Jesus' 

hi storica,l fic;ure ar:.d of t :ie events of his life 8.s fi ,:t1.r0s 

of t~e eve~t of selvetion . 

of Ch:-::-5..st. 

e.cter e.s ~istcrJ? 11 Bul tri:2.n se.ys, 11 T t cc -.... t,, i . ..., 1 v ,_.-__ F.. ~ 
- ~ - U C .i - J. ..,-.., -

t h icel c~er~cter ~e f e r es its cbjcctiv~. Eet~ins is c on-

is A hctcl;.-

ceased fer 

~ -; ,r _•,·_----_·_· __ · · _~ ('.'J, __ ..,_ce i S ~--..-,o, , ,...~- t i ;,to s~- .... ..,.·ne ..,,.. .,,..,.._7; r--f' • - - - - ·-' • ""-.-_;-- ---'J - -C.i - ~ . - - _, _ ___ J 

of' O,,~-.c,o1-.re> C! --- ...,, ...... _. -.... 

-z.7 
.,./. Ibid . ~---- ~i:::: 

' :;;- • ...,...,, . 
38 

Ib2.d.. 35. ~--
' -J. 
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e:nsle.ved to tr.:.e pov:ers of tl-.:.e i.:orlc., ~n ot~er i·.ror~.s, t1~_e 

e~oss is not just e n 

locical e vent in end 

evar..t of t r..8 

+; ,··c:. 
V--- - J for so fc.r .2.s 

t~en, t~e cross can no lens er be myth~cel but t~e Cress 

and. passion e.1 ... e ever-::•ref.er:.t :r·e-9.l ities, r>.r:.d its !'eden~.:p-

tive e.s:-'..)ec-1:., t l~e Cross of Chr~_st, is a. ~:err::a::..1e:ct ~1istorice.l 

fe.c t. 39 

of t l1e event of of t ~e tr~ditionel i n -

he s2.ys; II; Y1 

'?:: ""l'T 
-•,.; 

BultmBn~ does not give u~ ~Jt ~olazy b~t 

7 ~ ct __ .. ..., ;.J 

t~o exi c:-+.e.,..., .:..; ,...7 'l ct"i r- i .,..,tr- -y,1· y,~.,_~ ti QY, .., .1,. _.._ ~--...., _ __ L,_c ... _ _ i.,;, ...., _ _ -.J --·- c- _ _ .J __ - uc .. _ __, 

is 0
.,.,, ,. 
l.--J 

t ~::e Cross 

Bv.t 

--------·-------·- ---
39 Tr .4 ;: - ·- --......... . , 
2:.o 

-;r;,:: 7'7 
_,1 ....,; , _li 

-::7 
.,..I' I • 
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::. t is f e.r rr:ore t l2.a r: tr_e e. co~·;s'3 --it 

is t:ce esc~atclccicel eve~t. 

C'J.lous 

fica.cy of t~e C~oss ca~~ot be 

su.r-1•ection • 

·J."_ot b~ +-rt1.e .L.:-:::-. -.·,.•,.,'_·1 1• 4oe. ~_o,.':-:~.r?·,,,, t ' .... e . .,.., O '"'.,_ .,_ t · · ' - w - &. : . ~~ ~ e MQl 1 @~ L ~S~~ ~~ns : 

ls 

sha.J.l 2.~. l be n:e.c.e e.li ve 11 
-

r~ot r,n 7 ,r -' ,-_,._~_ - .J · - - ~ 

tior .. 

fer :St-:.J.tr..:::.1:.·· , ~es:.:r·rcc tion , 

to :r~. c :=.l • 

tio:'1 P..S 
11 Ir.. t ~ ,• 3 

.; ....... or·der 

,. ".-,; ,, -~ l.,• 0_. • __ ...,_ ....... . , ;,,.,-' • 

I' 
I • 

, · 
. ' I• 
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• I 
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of fa.i th. Indeed.; fai tt. i!l tl':.e r•es'"J.l"'l"'e c: tion is rs?.ll~-
11 

t. •_,..,, _e s,s.-._~e t·_-.:.::i...· _-.~-: -: ,'=', •• s _-p .__,, __ ··_ t.·,-_ ::i...· ._.,.. t·_,-c'-- - ,., 'Tr,· . ..., ,•• - .::> ~-. ,· c ~ c-· OT~ t'.r- e (' ro - s 41 · 
- - · ' · ' ' '::_, _ ci ' - ::-,r.:-. v - 1 a - ~.:. .!. _ ~ ,'.' - .:. .J , ::;, • • • 

It '\·!e.s always proclaimed 

. I 'I'hsrefore, the tl".:.e ':TO ~"O. 0 f 

hir,torJ • 

----------·-------
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ll. Bultmann's Recons~ruction. 

A. Form-cx-iticislli. 

'fi"::.e of" Rudolf Bu~tU:.a.11...11' s tl!.eolog~r of: 

Tes teJILEm. t is the 

recognition of· t~ne ele~£:.en ts of mythology in the l\'"ev: 

'l'es ta.m.ent. and tn e interspreta tion of" tne n:..y~:C-.ology ty 

the existential .!llethod vrh icl1 he adopts i'roLri Eeideg6 e1' 's 
. :,.\ 

existent1s-cic philosophy. 

His extensive De.m.yt::.ologiza tion has to go , 1 cac .. c 

to the liberal conceft of Jesus and the Gospels. -...... 
J.J.. 

l1e even ad.ri·;itted. the fu_riceriiental conce:9t of' Jesus he 

v,ould not demytholog ize t~1e New ·i1es te.1::.er:. t, ·out his 

a:p:9I·oacl1 is that of' Keryglli.c.tic theolo2,y based upon, 

f'i1·st of all, Y/red.e and \"iellhausen's criticism - For10..-

criticism. . 

·~·iL: .. liaru )f!r·ede (1907 J and Julius Wellhausen (1918) 

are the forerw1nexs of t~e present ForB2esc~ic~te • 

~.-irec.e was one of' t.1:'".:. e ri.rs t t •:) 1~_.116.Gr·r:1.ine t b.a l:.is·to1· :.c2.l 

depentlability of the gos9els includinG even i~ ~k•s 

gos~el. Hellhausen ad.6.sd. t.o t.:1is id.ea t.l.:.& t hark's 

e:;os:pel is lc.I·gsly sc:..6.e ';l.}) of little w::.rre.tive3 o r-

sec-c,ions, fir-st., a ex.is t. en. c E: ; 

. - 167 -
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these v1er e revised to the l")::!.' es en t t ox-m. . 'i':C1e cont en ts 

o:f IEe.r~: and the othe1· gos:9el.s reureser:t not only ti'le 

life of Jesus Ch:rist, but, to sor.:e extent, also the 

belief·s of" the early Chu:rcl1 at the ti.:::1e v/a.en they v-rexe 

vrr it ten. T:n.e cb.ief ex:ponen ts of t~is vievr tod.u y c.r·e 

:Oibelius of Eeid.elbe.r·g, Rudolf" Sult.r:iann of 1-t.:.e..1~bu.:::g, 

C. H. Dodd of" 1-iansf"ield. Colleg e, G::.I°"ora., R. 

of Hev1 College, v:xfo2-ci, b. s. Eas-c,on of the Gane:ral 

'l111eological Seminary, l\' ev-: Yoj:k Ci-r.y, and D. H. Rid.a.le 
1 

of Chicego ~niversity.-

Christ in h is took an.,.:;itled , Das Eess ic..s geheirur_is in 

d.en Evar.i.gelien, vihic11 Bultmann hc:.s called "-c,he J£.OSt 

important wo:rl<:: in the f"ield of" gos1,el J:esea:rch in the 

gene:cation nmv past. 112 .AccoJ:ding to l:;l'of"essor Stor.!.ehouse, 

the a_p p1•oach O f ' ··,;J-r- CQ1 
C -- ··-....., ....,, ' -- ·v1ho e .. ttaclceci the Liberal vie:1i 

that Ler~<.: is essent:i.e.lly a ~ileologicB.l construction 

:rather than ~istory, and is o~ly rel&tively superior 

eveE -co Joj_n -- i-ece:.ved strong con:fir ~tion ::t'ron: 

;J ellhausen and Bt.:.ltDc.nn. Bultma.En also cr·,sdits We llhausen 

with -che establishLent or ;- r. e ·c,,. ; n. c i ·,· 1 e ..,__ ... - - -..::-'- Ha li tera:ry 

work or a fJ:agmen~ of tratition a :91: i ma:r y source f'or-

t h e his toricc:. l situaticr::. ot:.t of" •;.;r.:.icb. it e.r-ose, and. is 

n I n.troduct:l.on to 



.-. , • ... 

:, .. .. ,. 
, .· .·. 
1 · ·.- i' ::-: : : 

;;· (: :" . .' 
. ·: ~. ' .; : 

., . ·-:-
l ,..., 

. •. 

f .. 

-,. . . -
,•·• .• 

J · :_ ._~:" . . . -

..... - ;. 

'·' ..: . ' 

- . . . . 

:: 

- 169 -

only a secondary SOW: ce f:1'0fa the ;_istor-ic2.l d.et.ails 

concerning wr.:.ic:t:1 

This-new approe.ch of" Wred.e t:.EO. Wellhc..u~cn 

attem:oted t.o reject, f"i:rst of" all, Baur- ana Stri::.uss' 

and. thei.:i: ti:.:.em.'y oe..sed. upon ·che r_a.turc.lis!,~ of" hetd,elia..°'1 

pb.ilosop.!:!.y; r.:.ext T.o I·eject -,_ Jej_sse, -c,i1e :f'Ol:e.rur.!.ner of ti1e 

a1)pJ:c-acli tc the stuuy ot.· ti~e lif"e oI." cTesiJ.S, ooth by 

consciousness e.r.:.d. by ~!.i~ e.1·gwi1e.2t :for t~:.E; ~l' iori ty cf 

tie.:.,--=--- -.1.- lJ to .reject the ke.1' ce.n H.YlJO"tnesis ·;11: ich v1as 

d.evelo:ped especiaJ_ly ty E.oltzme.r..n as ti.1.e tvm-documentar·y 

theory of synoptic criticis~ - ~ar~ a~d ~;and.to reject 

is Neo-Kantienism ,.,uli r.~ .,_ . ---o 

out Eet1;.9.i.1ys ics an.<i .r!lys ticis.m fr·oro.:.. r e2..ig icn an.a. develop-

l. r,;::, 
--o a :r eligiol:s eval uc. ti on 

of history or ~istoricism . 

:.:. p1..aely r..a ti.1.ral phenomena 

In t~is fashion the history 

of' religious pe1'sc,r:.c.lities t-.Ed. :i·~eroes of· f'8.ith ce.1:!.e to 

be gi V6!l t1:.6 ve.luG of· revela t ic:: . T Y\ f_: C. n .. "(' al 
-.1..:. o '-'--t- ' tileo-

centric U.i::..ris-c::.ani -c,y '>'1~s r.i. .::::. tv.::r2.1.ized. e..lld. Lacie i.11to a 

i1!15 .Qe:xt ou-cs -cano.in.g 

3 ___ . . 
I 0~ U =--..:::_:_ . ) 118 



-.. :: . 

--:,,. - -.:. . 

... ·.· ., 

-~· . . • --=·. ' 
: ~ • J 

' , . - .-,c.· . 

-: . :. -. s~~ ~ 
~ ... t 

~ . . •,''-n ! 
• • . ! . ._I' 

- . ... 
' . 

_., ,. 

. . . 
:·· . .. 

- 170 -

estineta of Ei~self. 

:t'eSLu·z·sctior.. is untr·u.st;,.~:::irthy, but i-cs rej ectior.. need.s 

not destroy t h e Easter faith , the faith t~at Jes us lives 

and that t~ere is eternal lite • 

c:ri ticisri.:.s, but ~i1is J:i7q.::.'r:i-cr:i tici~Iu., e.cco1·dint; to 

Syno2tic ,aiters ccll~ctors and editors, ant ~he y still 

1· e.u~6.in in tJ.:. e li be1'c:.l circle ,. ..L.• u ... er i"i~icisrn. . Bul t1!1an.n; 

t i e~e is no sour~e 

~iogr a~~y of Jes us e.t in t'.n.e bu.t r-.-• i· , ri •..:. ·(' i· l v ,...1- J.,,L.;.~- - ,.1 

the s ou1' cas f"o:r ou:c ~s:r.:. o~vled.ge af ec::.1· ly C:.:.L:.r ch history • 

an nsir.ce 

.:.. ,, C. ·,1i '1' 
V.!..:.-..... J. . • • ' 
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of tile his tox y of" r eli£ior~, t.!.1. e o f it 

:cequil' eS t he le.o o:r of i~isto:rica l i .:::i.ves t .:. :::-; ;;_ ti on •••• 

tha t of reconstruction o:r -c:C .. at of in-i:;erp::::·eta tion , th&t is, 

reconstr ~cticn of past h istory or inter~r etetion of t ile 

New TsstamsLt uritin~ so Neith e r exists, or ccurse, 

wi. tL.ov.t tr.,_e ot..t .er, end. ti.i. ey ste.nd constantly in e. 

recis;roce.l l' elb..tion t o ea ch o t :ier·. u 5 But h is p tt.:q) ose 

in recon structi 0n to use it i'or t 1:i.e int er p:r eta ti on 

tnc..t they have s ori1sthirlt; to say t-o t n.e p:cescnt;. ·:i:t.e 

reconstruc t ion of -r,h e Ke~ yg~~ , for him, b a co~e s the most 

ill.lport.ant oasis v.pcn w.1.: ic:C.:. to i n ter:91·et t h e J:Iev-r r11esta.m.ent 

'i'b.s Gos -:Jels llis tcr· ical 

Jesus and. they are t21e t j .. eolo6 y of· t he Hsllenis tic 

comr>1u..'li t.ies. In otne:c W:):rds, t.:ie g os:9els were e::;-;:pansion s 

ea:rliest pr· eacning t te.. t set for -en Ct.:rist as a cult-6.eity 

whose death a n d l'esurrec t ion &1·e the basis of salvation. 

Fo:r .Bult .G.ann tt.e g os:;:els a.:!:·e e:z:_;:ar.i.d.ed. le6 er.::.d.s 2.n d. t heir 

messa~~e t ~2.t 

in ~h e g osfe ls t~ t h e ~ istory of C~rist. 

e.:-.ce tne creative activity of' t r.. a 

0 .:. -, ·· · .-. ·v··· ,..., _7. • 2 , _: --=-~~ v 251. 
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not tl:.e J.1istorice.l Ref·orr:i.sd. vie;,v, out 1.s "r1istor-ical 

ske_pticis.m., 116 Dr·. Stoneb.ouse d.ecll:!.:ces . 

..... - . . . . .., .. ~ , . . . 1 
l:lod.eJ:·n CTJ..1:.lClS.IT!. gene1:c:...i...!..Y i.:!::~S 1:..!.16 t,E;j_'fQ 11 .t:..lStOl'J.C5. 

J. esus u syL.onym.ov.sly 'Ni th a .rr.:.e:r ely :C1.w.:;.e.n Jes 1..:.s. -:..il-:i le the 

new vie·:1, accor·di.cg to 1.·c, fressnts cTesus as one vrho 

ca...11.not be explained in ~cr..1!.B of hum:.::n 02.tegories. For 

Bu.lt.rn.a.n.n, all of' the .:::ie.ter-ic:..l in the gosJels, tilat 

reflects their distinctive view of Jesus, end tt~t n~y 

be explained as having crig~nated to ~eet the ~eeds of 

the ... o · · ~ e x·o l -~ -i ·ne;. a-v I.JC _._ _<;.;. __ ..., as tr.:.e prod.uct of 

tfle CO .mr::,.U..!"1 it y • T~: is process !: 1' es uppos es l:1is r..ega ti ve 

judgment on the ~essianic consciousness of Uhrist. Jesus 

d.id not plG.n i"o:r the es 1.,ablish.r:ien t of the Church. .Accord-

'i , ~ 

:r1lessiah," but Jesus "v:e.s I_)l' ocls.i!llsd e.s :::.:::essia1:.., "
0 

·11he 

pro-oh.et and. teacne:r v:t:.s !!ie..6.e :i:,:es :3iah; "the iri.d.efinite, 

9 
mytr.!.ical fie,:w::e," thus, becor.:i.es cc1.1crete. Peter's con-

:f'est.ion of· J·esus as Lessie:.h, accor·d:!.116 to jjul-c;.!:2ann, 

denents upon a subjective ex~erience of Pater in Galilee, 

bu.t s2.nce it is ·ni-chout evid.e2:.ce, Bult!G!::.·',.nn c~ncluo.es it 

io _ .... 10 
a leger:6..-

C -r- -l.;. "' ro-; c: r ' - ..l-v..:......,_...,._, acCOl'O.i r..gly' c.o ss. r:.ot el lm·-! e.t 2.11 

i'or a cor:.L.inuity l'llnning f"r-0:1 tr~c Gld '~estar:£nt t o tri.e 

I' 
0- , ~,.., - _. -

;::i ,., • ..,..Qc;D,O US c;, 
140, 144 

7-, .. ., ... .. ··n"' .D 1 .. l...!. L, .!.!±. -.:. .!. , 

0 

·0 ·.- i 1 1 1 2 4 1 -: 7 
- ~. --- ' -- I ' .:....., 

, 
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:n.is tori ce.l Christ and a ttes -ced by t2.1e e yev-,·i tnesse.io:t· 

J GSUS' li:f'e. The histo1:icc..l recor·c. r::.ay 112.va ·oe~::n strongly 

inf'lu.er.:.ced. by its ke.ryg, ,;a tic 2-)UI'f os e, but tb.e f ir:a l :9ur:90s e 

of the gospel nonet.r.:.sless is to de1",1onstr•a.te the trust:fu.lness 

of· v;hat has ·oaen said of· Christ. Of· coux se , t:r:e gos:9els 

vrnre wr itten out of fai ti1 e.nd. tl1is :faith is ti::.e coEviction 

that tl:e historical G:C.:r :.st is tl:e Son of ,., -
u-CQ , t he. t Jesus 

is a supe.rn&--cuJ.:e.l per-son; E:. heavenly hedeeae.:c cp, rne to eaxth 

for the salvation o:f rn.en. 

natu:ral J"esus. "It acL:1 ts of" no dcu·ot, 2.n.d. it is 1.:..ot 

doubted, tl:a t s u:pe.rne.. tur·c:..lis t~c Cl!.2' is tiani ty is ti:e only 

historical Christianity, 71 says Warfield., "i7:.'1.e ne..tuxalistic 

r·econstru.ctors, on tr.;.e other hand, enge.6 e t:1en:selves in 

an effort to sabstit~te for t ~ e Jesus of the tran~mission 

another Jasus of" tb.6i:r ovm, a Jesus -:;f:.1 c ':,ill seeri 'ne.tural' 

to t he.rr:. , e.n:i ":,.d.11 vm:::.s:.( in 'natuxally' wi t h ti:'.:.eir n&.tu.J.'e.listic 

7 - · .,12 ., · - · 1 d 1 "th~~y-e . 1 wor _a-vie;_:: . · J.Jr . .:.·,.ta c..:en a_so e c _ar·ea,.supbrne.t.Ul' a 

ele.r:1e.!lts in ti:e €,OSJe2.s ~"lo. Sc..~~s, "c:ri ti ca l px ocess is 

very ciif:fi cult. It is cer·tair.:.ly :i.:.o easy rr.:.a tt.el' to separate 

r..s.tUJ:al at:d supern&tu:tal in t:1e gospel picttae of J·esus 

" . . . . . . . l . . . d l3 1 or t.G.e r,vro 6.1' e inex-cr ica o_y i r.:. -cerwine • u 

12-, . - ,. , 
1.c:.c: . • , f . l c b 

13 --.-
t.l • 
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Bultmc::.nn, like :,-rr.-ec:.e, c.enies 
l.. .. ... ~ • • ·1., .r.!.5 Les Sl. a.i-::. ic con-

sc.:...ousness of" Jes us. Eov,ever, the l.:essianic elet:e ·: ·c i1: 

t h e consciousn ess of J 6s i.;_s is rooted too deep in t h e 

sources ever to be r~~oved by any cr:tical ~re cess. If 

Jesus never t !cc1..1.ght Eim.self to be tr_e Eoss ie..h 2..nd never· 

pr'es ented. Eimself &s s u c h d.u:r i ne:; h is lif' e, 1~0-w <lid Eis 

disciples cams to re~&rd Eim a s Lhe Lessiah efter His 

a.ea tl'::.'? •r:r:.e ele.rG.er.:. t oI."' l,:.:.essiani c cons ci ou..sness is the bas i s 

distin ctioL,be t weec Js~ish Christianity fil1d Eellenistic 

Uhristianity e.nci :Pe..i.;.l was the founder of a new reli;ion 

14 
of' sy.r:c:;:-etisr,1. But tb.ere is no reas on to i r.:.trod.uce t i:1 is 

discont i nui1:.:,: into C.t..ristiar.:.ity. :-::·aul Vli::..S not a n e w 

-? r-· 1r. r~ e"' o-f' •--:>1"-'- r · -·r• -rc:::. l7 u ior. 'o ,·t ~e -'-'~---. • - c:. __ v l., __ t;_ -'""--c- -, \..(. •.1. V!EiS oi' 

J ~~i..:1s er.· -r--i s-:- 15 
c- .. -- - ..,, . Alt~oa;h Faul h&s ~o occasion ta &nt5r 

tne Ch ristic.n r..:oveI.:GLt, ":le.r·:f'ield 36.YS, f:i::·o.:i1 i t s bet:;inr_ing; 

c!Liof age:its ir1 its 

persecl.ltion , c..nu ti1e r.:. from tLe insi6.E::, e_s t~:is !ilost active 

7 
, _ • t 16 

_ e2.c..e:r· or l · s pr 0:pa;;a.nda . " J._f't 1::;l' i:.is co.:..1v e1' s ion l:.e \ '·f ~-.s 

, ,..,7 
..;... { 
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of Jes~s in his ep istles but t~ey are ~lluded to ~s ~~tters 

of· co.r:;.r.o.on ~mov-;ledge, and. VJith r.he plc:..ir.:.e;st :.n.ti1.::..s. t.ion of 

the unq_l::..estior:.ed .:ceco:;nition of t.'.l6 M by all, c.nd :faul's 

k.11.ovrled{:::e a.bo:.:.t Jesus' life Ce.!l be seen sc:::..ttered t i.:.rough-

out his e~istles. 

Viar•fj_eld. declc.res 11?e..ul 1 :s t. es".:i.r:'..:.ony s.lcne ?l'ovides 

thus en exceptionul~y good ~asis fox the historical verity 

of Jesus' ~ersonality a~d cer~er. But ~aul's test.imony 

it is fullv suuuortedby the 
.,/ - .._ I 

• • 0 .a os t. of" tLe.ru 

from actL'..al con:p~ni on.s of" cu::.· Lord an.ci eye -'1:i t n.1:;s s e s of 

Eis majesty, e..r..d handed. c..o•:.rn to us v-ti-ch cr·ed.ible evid.G.r_ce 

· o:!.' their 
2.7 

e.ut~en•cici t.y. i: clet..rly represents 

1..vhat tne Sci'.'ipt.ures say in I Go~ . .-. lj:;, rr.£or I delivered 

Cn.1:ist died for.· our sins t..ccor·d.i:.'lg to tl:.e ccr.·ipt~.res, 11 c.nd 

d.el i v&r. ed. i.J.!l to 

£.!. is f':r v! . 
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ou_t fr o.c1 t!1e 

0 '.).l' LOl' d • 

Jes u.:s 

Ch1: i::: t 

tL.!.6 ccs.u!olo~y or a f.!'e-sc:i_eet:'...f'i c 

act :..:..s..l oi' 

18 
.1.:.e C.oe s .r::, t ar!d. 

1 0 
a.;e 11 ,- ✓ c:.nd 

Inc:::..rr..c..-
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:t'or t'.n.e l' ejeci:.:..cn of" the 2.t.:.1:,:._ori ty of· a g1·eo.t ~.::e.rt o:' t.i'"e 

pr· ir.::.c:..:r· ily d.o c w..::.en t ed 

ti.011. not f°l'OE ::;_ ri-: ir aculot_;_s c.:.-.:.:::..110 0 in l.'..is tor· ic~l c ·.Jnc.i t io!~s , 

conditio1:s 

J i6S\.lS t l<::er- .:,grr.~- oi' 1;1:.e 

' . 
C.L.1.1.:C (;,:.:. also . . 

.1.,_5 S 51 .. C.!i , 01' 

eschatologica l ex9e ci:ation . 

~ , ?7 ·o 
J.OV6Q o :r~-

.tc C 01' Q~llg t o }{ . t~e b~ok of ~noch , 

,. i-· c:: ., __ ...., c..ny 

2la- ., -,.::, v . .!. 1. .G.c::.I'.:!l , ·- 1 1 vo_. , 

; 17 



'( . , . . ·. , .. 

: ,: -~y i. 
•.. •: .. - 178 -

in~luenced? It is signi f icant ~o e~a~ine it ~t ~~is 

'lies taE1e!lt • 

. Fir·st :8:c.och 108:8 says, :11ove • r:o.r Eu2y o:i.: tt.:.e 

; •- ,,,; ;- •- -,- J""I', :-, 2-1 ·-_l, ,- __ v.U. _ Ulc_ • -J, 

"o·n i· i nu -- s +-o - 0 , · 11 '01 ' 1• JJ"'V,.. "' __ ,_., ___ _ c;, ~ i::I<:.,,.. ,,,,'' \,,,i. \,,I ov .. c; OVt; l ' tr:.ei.r b o 6.. i t; s -c o t c r t u:.' e . 11 

;J. ' It i~ 1.:.ot ti1e sa1r:e . as the 
i i · . ' 
~ • ':• .'.I 
.. .., N e1;1 1.res te..::e:.ent. ~~ez·ely s i!G.ili::.1· ve:r0i1.::.~e is used. I :8r.:.och 

;.. . : ~- ~ 

and 
! : . -• .~ ' 
:,··' · accor6. i.:..g to C::arles, i ts in.:tlusnce is seen i::1 1-:0.tt . 19 :20. 

, · . 
• I 

, .. 
• I • ·' 

i r.t'l 1• r• r1c'"' Q .. T":ro -n !.",'OC ' l v ··)"',.."' _____ ....,_,c; _ _ v _ .. .u. • -J:' c.- -~ J:'-'c:;o. 

t:r ar!.s -

l2.-c::..0n tt.y ce t :r oL'l "c, }.!. e L;-t.:.:. c s.r..-ci.;2'y .A.D . or· the 16-c~1 c en.tur·y 

i Lto t h e Apoc~ly~ses . l'cSU.l "'G t,he :. ·1) 0 C,; l '.; .,, c:i Pc, 
.. __ '-' - .; ~ ..... -hoof 

- - c· . - 23 lli.el' eJ.y SO~!".:.Q .c.rlS°Glc'.[ .!. . 

---
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Q,uit.e clearly A:pocrjr:phal and. Pseud.epit.:,:r- e. ..91:" .. e.l books 

includ.ing A:.9?Co.ly:ps es e.:c·e le~ende.1·y, but they e..r e not 

Scriptu:c·e;. D:c·. R. T:aii·tl nc..I'r·is, in :C .. is ·eiook, Iris·::: irai::. i on 

e.p_peal to 
?), 

:::.• ,+ h u~,-itv r,~...-
'-v..""'-- -- ". 

their canonicity for 

e..like 1·rnre a 1 i c ur<1posed afte:r/tr!e pe.:ciod. when p1·o;il1ecy v:as 

recogrrized. i::.o have 6.elJE'.l' ted t·rom Isxael. In 1.;.he t 1 •• 'a 300:.;:s 

of t:C.!.e i:.;.i:accabees the e.i""! -ciI· e t.:.is tor ic2'.l sit u.c. ti on 2.s avmred.ly 

that o:t' 

that of 

tne 

any 

seccr:.d ce.r:i.tu.ry i-.G. and c;_u.i~e di:E'::::e1·en-c tro.m. 

canonic~l book. 25 

i:i.1hes e books LL:.a.i::-;:e 1,.0 clc:..im. i::.o JH' O})b.ctic ai..;_ t~.:.orship 

.i."!01' can tJ::e y 'cE/<ie_f'end.ed. c..S such, e.s Dr . Harris says, 

111l1b.e descriptio.!.'1 'false p r·o:9:.1ets 1 1nould bet.ter chc..re.ctexize 

tD.eir 
. . ..26 au "CLOI·S. ,. 

..,_ .,., a· i .r1c.: ,- ; " ~ ,'l • Cu . .:. _ ~ ;:!-- cu., in 

1l1hey were .e:.ot received as p:ropheti c 

V,TitinsS v-rer6 

knovm. cu.t ...--re1· e r_ot ;:.. 1n o1:..2. those acce:;T,eci 2.s au·chor·itative 
, - -

in :-ales ti21e, nor •.-.;er·e they B.ccep tec. by Christ and Eis 

auostles • ... 'l'h e:re E...:ce a·oout 600 ouota·cions f2:cm. t h e Cld 

-I e::; ta.:r.:.e .:::t in sr:0,:1 clE:.arly tt.2.t t l::. e 

Old. '11e s ta.rc..en t b ooks ir; s1· e es te ell:.ea. di vin.e and. r ega1'd ed 

as 

itative -011.:i..' e.s ss 2.S 

2 7 --, • 7 r~ " J.ulQ., 1,. _ c., 

II i T - ... 

180 

is 

such e.ut!lOI' -

26 ..,.~ ~ -
J. Ol. d . • , 
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"Ghe k:po c:r- y :9~:al bocl:s V-ieJ:e l1eVel' e: uo·cec. ir: e:..n';/:,ay, no1· ciid 

t.ha e2.r·ly chu:r c:r.. recei.ve them. 

1:I.1:c.:.0 s e v-.rr it ir..gs a:r e evi.d.e:::.tly legeEd.<.::..ry 8.!ld or..sc ir ely 

o-:: 

by "Ci.!.6 iT• S ;J.CC63S0i.'S • 

Chr· is t. It Silo~:.'s that ·che continu.ity f'xor!l the Old 'l'esta-

i::.ent t c the l{8w is bor-h :r::..s·corica l (;..r:d s-cill supernc.. tu:re.l. 

On -ch e bas is of •.Yl-1e. t b.c.s been . ' s a:.u , \ / 6 C&l1 thex efo1·e l' '.lle 

out :6ult.i.:ll:'..Lri ' s c onc e _pt oi• t..i:.:.e J"eviish .. .::..:9ocalypt ic myti:.:.o log y 

Ace;o1·c.i.r_g to B~.lt.c.o...:_.c., G ... _ost2.c in:::-iu.e .n.c e hc:.s a 

,., , o -~ "- -; r- t: ou··h t.· ,._...,vt'r1 
\..T -- ..:, l., - >J L~ c..i -- ' ,:.,_.J -- ) 

,_ nd ;- r...·r- ;·,1i r, 0 I c :.•sr ~ r-. f ' l i ] C '(: ,.....,_ Q- {' ~- i ' ; ::, t.; n r, -'- ':-- "1 r. !-:- ~ 11 : • ,::, "1 '1 COY\ ;-""'l0 bn.,.. eu" C:..-- \.I""----- - o.J _., ___ ......_ _ __ vv .._, _____ J- .... ~- \J- .l. - - -•---Q '--..L~~ .J,..:,.V J... V 

i"il'S t 

o:f' b y f'u:r -c:-_ e :r of escha ~o l os i c&l 

d.ut:.l is1c. or· c osL1-olog::. c c.l i n a nore 

-- ' l '} •) . p . { '-
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is 

J...!.l 

-
·1-_o·• .. ·.<;, ·.-t or·· ~-~• '.·~-·- c.' _-, _·r• , H o_·r. ,,.·.·. e .. , ·r o~· .. · ~ ~ .. · r 1· - , os- • 

\ -~ ... V--- ' ..,~,. .!.L...J..;:;~ .!. v .:.., ..!. ::, c. f:: c' _s :.:.. lrrJ . v l C 

GhristiaL do~tr i Le. 

iil 

d.evel o·,)cd to ue t r ... e 
, .. .. . . 
.L·~ . .vl '1'63 t.c..2:.i.t:. :C ... t, , 

·n " t, 1·" . ·,· r~ y -···· , · ~-- ~ ·, . . ,,. , .. ..,. ,· · · i 1 - .. ~ ·.,,•c. _·,· ~ i· ~•~J.···_:._u_,_.1.·,_· c ~.Q-. ,.,;·,u c~.!.. ~ o.. .J . .' _1.,._, _ ;,: .. ' J.. .:. c . ...... ..:.. C..l !u. - .:. ..!.:::: ,. .._·_t, __ .:.,::,.:i, -... ~ -- v - .LCJ. ! 

----.--·- -··- - - -----

. . ' ~ 

t.2-.:.'..c .::1 e. L-;.o:::: e r :::i..XGv.. 
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-
-; -r •, .. •.,ff" .• S ~1•10 °l,·. 0l,·. 

0

( ~ -1·• •·Tr l1:lc. - • · a • n • • V " ,_ __ -~Ci \ •~~- -'v ~ ~ .:_,~t, __ ,_..) 

:f i:c st cent u..r· y; 

Gh:::: is tian:!.. t-y- . 

d.ec.tl.:. ar1.6. res!..u:r·ectic,n ~!= G-::.u~t ic ~mi t,l'"c ht;c.i.e i.:1.1c::i. ::...s r..ot 

2.r.t 

I ('1. , ·, . v....,, __ • 
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Lc..:.i.ely , 

Jl7 

1· e!;..;.')Vc.l r::yti: C.055 ::..:..ot 

C<) 6. co 1,£:: s to 
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"Q c... .... 

E3. Cl' i-

i:.is 

is ust.:..s.~ly 

') t:; 

is certa i ~ ly t h e ccst rep~e~e~tativ e u~ t ~ e ro r ~-cr ~tics .~~ 

? 2. t r_os of 
Vol .l,l'.,j , 
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In c,ur 

r· e c c.c. t 

, l -· , -. ·, 
t-':-.Y:- J• 

ce.i1 eve r1 Y: ccor1c .: . .1. a c:.:, .:..:..rlict se0n :;_L 

so 0 

~., 
• \!i l l ilc::.ve t o ·oe f"G\.:i;l:t uu.--c c:ill ov:;;r c;_6 e.i.c. . 11 ,.; 

philosopi: ci Ee ~degge r . 

I • • 

..,. l.c :i.~.:.:_, 1_..1 . l :12 J. ■ 
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eac r1. cor.tC:.'..' et. e :.1.1.t:. ·•~e..r.,_e; 5 oi• love ca..c.:. only (; 6 ~0.e~s ~ ooci 

ffY"' C: -; - ~ ( · T,.: . 7 -; Y· __ _ ...,. - c::; __ _ c::,,. --- - ; 

ot· c.l l , i:r r o t i o:i.-:a l 

i.i~ nr::.. t ur·e . 

··.•- . . 
t 

i ·· :"1. : 

.. · . i ·o.:co·-Jos i ~ i on s c o2s::..de2.•ed c..S t L.:.e :result ol ::: c i6.:1 t;j_i'i c 
., _ _, - - - -- -~------ - -- - -----

j •• ,· ' 

i ~ c o~ seq~ence it 

1 8 u:...u· ce 1 

sees t .L_is 

}.ii:::-.Ei t ' is 

" 

s c 2.enc:e , 

0 -; · :- ·i C: , . r . 1• i ,., .. l ·; \ i°l '" n Or. e ,... , . _ _ ___ U V - - v c.;;... _ ]:- -'-'-.. •- .:..1.C:., ' 

6 ..... 
.i_Q2_C,_ •, v o 19.'.) • 
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from t~ose or natur eo 

st...bjec-'c v.rl.:..ich it.Eelf" s~c.il.C,s in ::.i.stc.ry 2..r2.d is L·~vc2.ved. .:i..n 

i ,- . - ,., ' s c.:.:.:.e t l:i. n 0.--.• to s 5- ·v : ., . ttey 

nLtux~l science is a re~c~ion asa~~st the rati0L~lism 

science as ~ruth ~~a facts or d~~~ at tistory • 

ezist, Bultrna.En r,~a:.!'.!.tair..s, existen tialJ.y , 1,:C1:;:.t is i n 

r· elc:.. tion to .D::.en . 

li.:.c..r. but L.isto.rictcl f'c:.c ts e:xist 

3:i.;...!!.:B.EiS tic f~~~ded UfOL tLe basic 

tensi ~n b e t v.-·een 'l·.'f.i.2.. t we 1.oE.y call t~1e ic~eal o:t' s ci er::.c e &no. 

·-·- :=. C C"'· , oc l0 ·n v __ - 1..,,,/...J-6. - ' _ .1 or-de:r 

sci e!:.c e. ·1·_·ne ! .• ... •,:+_:--_.-,\j.:i_ o··· r· ..:.. . , S . . ' - ,., - .i. ...... c::. vl: . ..ce . ..!.. Cl bLCe Vic . .S 6X'GG! .!.0.eQ 

8 
ibi6 . . , p . 2:,4 . 

I'!,-. _...,_ 

in 
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dovi r.2. t e t l1 e entir' e cos.!Y.:.os, o:i:: .:.: i s 

sci.en tit•ic l'"J1ov-rledg e. hati J n a l is~ h olds reason to b e ~1e 

Q. e _.:, -1.· · i· e ;'i ·,.-_·,-... 611 Pc _·,, _·: r, J.-'• ·.1.•'• 6 ;;; _-, _~. -;-, V C :-': ··1 ; '. - - "" ":) -• -:, 0 • Ga.· "A • -'- ,· O - · l ·1 y - ', . - CJ - ~.., - ..,1:;; c.;;.,-_.:.,_ ..... _,L.;,- .1.·~l, - .l,,;,c.._..,_ 

and. c2.n b6 intellact-..ially c 0.::.:pi·e.t e t.:.c.ed. 

is exercised. und.er· the pri:.;1c:.cy of· t :::i. e i d eal o:.::· sc i e n ce, 

rati0nalisa ap)ears in ~h e f ox m o f absolutizGd s1eciel 

.6ut exis -ca:...~ t i e.l 

f O .!' .ff .. S • 

sov:sraig.::::. l)~x son oi' faar.. ; l."G i::.o lor ... ge;;r 6.eli'ies c o .s1,•.ic law , 

9 
but d.ei:t"iiSs a ~u·ojec 'G ir:s i.:e:::.d . • :i 'i1.:.:.;.:_s , existe.i:.:.tia lisi:.:. is 

it de.:..ies ob jective 

uuon ~~e Listorical fcc~s • 

or· ·oas ea U:fJO.C. t r .. e s olid. 



. . ·' 

. .. · . . \ 

. , : 

• • I 
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gr- OLLD.C., £i iSTior:.cs.. l :tacts 

( s u.ch as e..L. 

li'Z y be pe!' s 0nal 

OJ: social (s u c.h as the spread of ,:.l:.e U~1l' :.s·;.;ic..n C:..:.Ul·ch ) . 

'l1h6se fac t s !.!JS..Y ·~e cle.ssificd. , E.cco:r- d::.n 15 to bcr.o.e.rd. .8.e..l:..c.~ , 

th:r e e -~;ays , tr.:.el'E; :..s E ::.te::c i;:.l i'e..ct . . 
of a very concrete , Sfbciric La~ure, e. g ., t hini s, ~:.s~orical 

3t;COEd.ly, i C, _,_ 

or- phenomena W!!.ich ca:.: ·ce s 2.. tis:Z'c:.c tur· i ly· ac oo ·.l.f.!. t eG. to:t ·oy 

T' '-'- 0"• i 6 ...:''-' J:J - ' ~nd 80ci~l ~he~o~euu ~~ice ar~ t raceaGle 0~ c ~ to 
11 

exister.!.ti~lit>E is id.6ai.:.st.ic ii:1. t i12, t ocjcct i vb :L:cc:.::i..i-r,y is 

~ -.· i <.; : .. ~ ,. i .l _ .. __ ....., t., ___ c 

it, '.i..'o "cc is ta 

it J....::, ,:.. ·,-c· ,., <.:.c.., ·r• . S r e ·· · , ;- · r •.: ~ r,-o, i lv ......... _ • .....«.\J.._j__ - J.J- l..,C . ...,..1- 1. J .....,_..., t:.. _-a • 

. . 
. :.£. l.::·.!. -~e. :.r.:. 

;.. ~-' ~ '-" __ ·,.,· -~- >-. _,. ·c· C r• '. . ' .• C · -:- •• r - ..... ; .,. y 
.._,,.._1,J\.;,, '-" V.!..!..!.. ..;__ \,..t...~.J.! - .. V • 

li.-
..::m: ::!.::.:i. d r-.:: .. L: .... , :::-r·ot:;3 t ::.: .:.·~ y ::.:.1. :. ::.·1.,~.,~~ ~----~ ·~:.. •::.,_ 0 ~_e;t;s : 
G~ic~~~ = ~o~-J i~sss, ~~J~, i . 17 . 
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to i:J::::· i n~ l!..!.e.n' e li:f'c L-_t.o vi.te..l cor.:.t::;.ct , is i.r_d.e::.c. t ~:. e i.:.c. :;.r.. 

r·eason f 0 1: 

history. 

t1i C: _l,. Q'l' ~T • 
- -- - " ' 

12e. 
e:{is tence. ,; 

f'2..ct o:rs of histo:r·y . ul2b . . Ee r, • ~ n t ·i 1··, 1 ·1 •:.. C: <' .::, · r i r ~.' ll 
\.;V-- - -\.. ~.., ._ J ._ -.,,.J ---.:. .. ) • 

da~}.e e.nci w:r·ou.gh t. 1.2..J:.e~. i a~ely ~:istory falls to J:;icces. . . 
It becomes 2 c~aos , wi~~0ut e c~ntre. . . but revelc..tion 

teacLes t li.e.t God is t~:e Lo.:r.·a. of ti:..e i:i.::;es fuld. tLa.t C~~i-i st 

l:2c 
into ~1i::::to1:y 1..:ni·cy t.r..6. p.L1;;.r! , p:robr-ess e..Ed. a:...c. . 11 

_.:i_s a l'eSu.lt of· l:.is Vi6'il of .r..i~n:.01·ical fe.ct 3 > 

(.•.·r-e rirr.i:: + i er-, l - ·,_ ~ s + , ,1, i c :::a 1 
U.J. ..,_,,_ v_ 1...'..- ----""' "-' V - - -- ' 

tut 

.- r ,.. . 1,- .? .~ 
.:.:..:.C..!..!..l'.'_.L.Ilu. ' 

c::; - -:r.: n _• 
'-- Cl. V --•::,. 

.!!'Ol' b_ j_m_ 

O'I.!.J.y 



~ ·· 
. . ... 

Jesus 

t_e is 

C1!.r·ist i~ 

s tc. t:..r..:.g a 

a d:J ctr :..n e c 

acco:rcl::.E,g to 
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ol God , 

bu.t b.e is, at ti:~e s e.2e t:;...:.:..e, g iv::.r_g ai_ 2.nter1....:~ets.t.ion of· 
14 

it. n '1\-.:.o histo:r ice..l i"~.cts a~:c. d.cctr:..nes c.: c ::.. l·.se:.;:e..1'aol0. 

11(.].;, 1' :_ S t i e.r..i ty 

and T •l' ·o =--·r- c.·· 7 i i-! :r II ·;-: ,, ;: _l,, -i· : , e 
- .__ ----- ' ...,___ V-- f 1::.. c ts and ti::e d.octr·ir:. es e..:·e 3.l1.-ra.;:rs 

cc.c,_bin~d in t_;_1e C~-:i.:r is tie..r1 :.:.es sages. He says, r, 'Chr- is t d.ied.' --

soluble u.nio::i, tt.er•e is 
l ~ 

:r..o G .. :.x is tiar..i ty. 11 _ _., continues , 

t ~u:t" i'e.r ed. 

w1d.e:r i-ontius }'.:..le..-ce, •:.c:.!:i cruci:f'ied. , dead a nci 'i:m.ried' --

t L1::.t 

t ru ~t.. n 

doct:rin e.1r 

' Ee loved ~ e ar..d gave Eis ~elf for me'--
16 

SecoLd~y , ~xistent~a l i n ter J ret~tio~ is r a dical, 

Ir ra ti oui l philotrnyr1.y ns. tur·ally iatr oc.u.ces .Subj e c tj_v-
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, ... ..;. 
u.L 

in 

tile ..:J..::.. a.6.l e cf" 

b:c :ir.!.2.161', G-oga:r °L,6.i1, c.Ed. b;il T, r:,a1.:.11 '118.S pi:· 06.igious. . . 

Gc1'1r: .. an E;cii t ::_ ;.;r.:. of Lis co.lii!..::..e..r.:. t(:;..1' y on the ~i:)is tls t-::) t:ie 

c.nd. 

to illY regarci.in.g t~:.is a.s f OSse.ssir.:.6 ne6ative as './tell c.s 

positive sign ificance:. 

Kierkegaard. in~erit5~ f~ om h is !ether a ffiala.Lc~oly dispos-

~ -;-; or. J:; 
..Lu _ -- ' ~ 

i n -;- ·r- OS ;,e c"·.; on 
--- ""' - .L- L, - _.., • 

c:.na. a te ... 1d.6Il.CY t o 

fuont 8.S he c.id z1.,:,·c corwicle2· LiLself' --.,Iortl:.y. 

lit•e na:i:e ..... 7 ~ s•1u ~ u.-l ,,,._ ,, t n e 
,J..J-wl.Q C ..., ,.,; -- pers-s cutions oi' a 

·;...· ; C ___ ....., f;it tit u.i e 6.n6. canvic -

iui iv i c.i :....c:. l 

-i ·"(\ ; - .. ,e ·r-
v_ """"v- .:. • ·_:_:;-__ r1 _f·_lc-;c=: ~: ·_t·_·,•c_r1_, _;-_,_is ,0··1n c.-v--is+ -r c r.:. - - _ c;; _ 7 -- ~ .. '-..!.. ,., -;:; __ ...., ' 

Cel'"Cc.:r..ty in L.:."l::..Vel' Sc...l 2.' i..,_.!_cS . Kierkesa~rd 's idea t hat rea l 

17 
ciL. C. 
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e::-:i.s ·cer::.ce ; C, _ .... 

.l:· ,-~.:; ·,, -t-. ; r: -~- :=:-, c..· e ,_ .... :=. -r-
· --·- V ~,:_ ---- l'_;Q-- ' 

l .::-• 
~:~~s i;e:--_·t:.~ lisL~. - •.J 

e :f'f'ect o f 

rlt.!.s s e; r lo 

in o.:::·dc.r 

i.:.:. tended. 

c.one so. 

in. Dc:.t; e in 

to d iSC'..l.S S 

in 
19 

a n evr we..y . 

by ~xis i::: er.1.ce. 

e.ne. l yzt;S 

it 

lJ::. S e i .!l • 

v_nJ.er s ta.cd.i.::-.!.g of 

lite 

. .:::.: . 7 r_ -• 

...., _. - '-J. ' 

-.-..1··. - ;-: - :-:r. ,1 n i O '--' i C'· 7 -:- ··,.. 1 :re, i s .::- _c; __ u_....,_v_ o - <-- - C....J..:.C.. -..i --

c:.1.:.:.l' e:. ct. s:r i zed 

i .• 
- l, is r..o 

::C-c is 

' t ' . ex:i.s e.r..ce--a D.l:i;.:1;..n. e:o.s ·,;E..!..!.Ce, 

' . ' . . ' . . . 
c.;_r c.::.:.5 .r::e.::i..c E . .;.1Q ui1a...:.t,.:.:.e~_i.:,::_c 

t..LQ 

... 
--✓ _ ,, • 
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·::o <=- l . . Lll 

· .... ·_ ... u.::: ' t .:._ E, 

r ,·. l -·~-·--- ·• 

- . 
~ Gr_c. ~~-c : .. t ~ 

. . . 
:..:.<: C Cb J.". C; G ~ :i:- i -• 11 : • .! l ·c~.c 

,;. ' y ~---

- ,.... -,-

..!. ) - )r.. . 
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f'ixe c5. o:r·6.e1· 

:, . ' . 

~ er..t ,,•.r-i •. ;- ; ·,, _ _ 1.., __ ... _ 

. •- : 
.to:r s to D.06..e:i. n 

' .. · 

i . ' 

' .. . , 

-c.c:.e pe8..e;e anci. f:r eed.01.!.!. cf 

mar:, :)ut cc...:.1:.:.ot, bBcause for ::-~::...:..,1 e::;;:istcuce is i-c.self' c::ist0r:r;e 

.lor r.:.J..l l t r.:.e:;: e 

inte.:r prets !..:l::..C.. 1 s CvL~c:. r.)usne~~ of t.r.1e c:i::-isis &..r ... d i. :i. i s l a.ct of 

ce11 ts.in t -y .. . 

22 
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6.E:;:;,csi tea 

r u.l e t t.:.:r o u..['; :C. it . . 
• C ' 

us to f".:.nd in t:ented. i.;:::· ...:. t ll in 

OU...J:' Gee. .n.2.s not lef t 
. -· .. 

c.nd t r_e foI•f:'.:.s of· c onc.1..-...ct , :'"c.ve t::.a;,-. cor::i..ruo.n sot...rce i n t i:1 e 

divine \'Iisd.o.rr~. 
. . 

r 

logic end ethics, torK a ~~Ira8nious w.n.ule. 

t:r u•ci1 does 2.2.ot lie ir_ it~ b.i.1£..8.n , s u."c,jective usef" ul!" ... ess -c;o 

lite. 

S..71:e .:>er· ipt ures tell L3 cf -cne totc=.l ina."cili -cy of" ; , . !"- r.. , 

but c:.lso oi" t :C.a yl' OL.ise or Go6.--ti_e Cove~::::..rn; 01" G1'ace-- so 
. .... j 

ti:.c:. t v·ie c.:,.11 be 3c. ved.. 

Old. tes 1:.a.:1eL t in !~is tori c:::.2. e veI:.. :.s and. Gou' s C'.)!~~<.::..nciL.e!.:. ts ar.:.d 

God, c lGar 

oViu.6 £.!.C5S • 



=-- · :···:. . . . 

'. - , .. 

, ' 

' 

- 19-3 -

t-. 1---, CO _-i, :', ~--.. Y· 01-· s ,..__-...., .... 1 F: _~,' e _~ r,_·,c. c _·,., :=- _·r· ,--. _-.• ~.:. ,-:; .:... · 1 - ,... . 7 
-..,.i...:.v ~~ - .., - • - -:..c. .., - -.:. v~ c J.b .JC..6l'l1 S c .. -:.o .:J ...... , 

oft6n cal led a x eformed t~eologien in ~~e sen2e t~~t h e is 

i...:..i.1d.e:c s tan di:.!.g':-

i .;.. 
- l,' i i' i t 

o:t .i. .. u.:.c:.2.n ex.is °l~e.:--.i.ce or e. n e x is t ~.i:. • .-c~o.l 

1:.0 ·oa 1.:.nd.e1·stood. i;.S Ee 

n o-c .i.. istoric::-,1 h e see,.,:s :t"o:r· a d.ircc-c ravelc.t:or1 t·1·0.:11 Go'J. i n 

2ul. 

20 .... -
l (". 1 f": 
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to :r· avelc::.t i or.,_, i-i; is an "ec.1:0 :: of t~e vcice c::::.' Goa. J._ccord.--

11 In 

·.-1i t h iii s tor· icc.::. l I· e;le. ti vis.:..:: o.nd. 1· el:.;;io~s '.!.1:i.d.i v ie.:. t::=-.1.i~ i:u . 

ru.uc h as given by tb. e - 27 Bind. or uc..n . 11 

I!.:.Od.ern rr.;,an , e. la:cg e d.os e oi' ir2-a.t j_,,...;nalisrn .• 

ear· nes 'GlJ to .:r iG. ::.i:..eJS e lves or t~: e last x 6.lli!lb. !".:.·cs or 

·· _; J-_l 1.:i1ou-::;i! .2e.1· ch. 02..lls l ti.!.tl-

self' nt:1e t heologie.n oi' t 1..".!.c ii01·6. 0 f God", f'o:r- .i:lim the ~✓crd. 

0 ... , Gou· i·,,.. c nr··-~ , e- - "',., · .. .! Qu·· -11 .! r: 
_i .::, V~J::'.l.. V v.!..J J..!...:.. V - _L ~ tt.e bi"c,lcs . 

. 
..Lil 

', ,··v··,·_r Q' ,,.. -;·· 0 oa· · ·1 ·· " l · • ,..; _ \J ' • .1. ... .._ __ c over-

. 1·t· S ::.. .Ll}_) l . l6S 

ric.i.:,;,1ess ,.-,:- ... :.:::. cl: Goa. .c.a2. i,,:;_c.cs~ ::.r.:. c1·e~tst r·e'.::.lity . 

J._l s o G.'..) 6. t s 

Ca r,,,"" ~r·1.,·o '."1 -; ,-cc·-· •,7 ,,.-~l e. ,-'-o f. i·s --- _,.._ ---~ JJ...:, , , ____ ~ U" -

2? .. . V . 
V • , C.., l .. i:-' • 1 J ' , 

•'T✓ • 
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in I Co~ . 15 : 3-8, 

rs.u.: t s 
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0:i' t.:..:.e c:r.:,.ss. 

ev e.::.:.:; ( .. -~' 
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contradict~ng vi0w ~~~es se~Be 1• .... "·"" v .!..:.c: 
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1. :.::...:.r l .. ~ \ l~:.:._c:_ 

, . , 83 
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sin c.i~d ,. 1 7 a_..,__ its 

eteT.G.&.l i.vc1:ld doss L ot deny ~l:;.rist 's :res x::·rect.:: .. on . =111-:.e 

l)hvsica.l reSUM'ect.,cr·. :re;~:--;~ n ... c: + ,,o ;·.-~· ·,. i-t-. J0 _5 
..., ., - - - -- ---·--- , u__ -.0 ... - v 

f"icatioI.!. o:f 

a s·oiritu..al .... r 

'I'hu..s, Gh:cist :i.s the f2..1·st fru.it of roslil' r 0ct:'...'.)n ~f t r .. e 

r,, .. , -; . .; ... s ., -
vllJ. ..,_s _"G ..1.a!l -> aLO .. 

fo:r ever .re.ore. i::31..:.ltI:::.c.r:r:. !lever e.lj_S'Wexs t~1e c.r u .. cia l liI ob_(:;LL cf" 

rl,,::, n irn(:,o.,..,+,:;litv. 
- ·-•-' --- .I.. \.H . .-__ tJ 

13. ConclusioL. 

:Bul t.E:.t..r.r.:.' 3 t hb.:Jlo~y :..s ·oe.::, ed u.1:;on t he li te1·&l 

conception oft.he historical Jesus and t.te ~ospels 

(reconstructioLisw). 

'l'esta.eent e.nd. ti2.6r· e:t'cre J ro~:.o~es de.m.ytb.ologizc:..-ci o.1.-: . Ee 

V..S6S t he 

used 

\ .. . . . 

, -
c..L.:.. 

.;1.Q _ ll G ~ g L.!. : ·1· &_ 'j_' f. ' • • .• 
..J l.. C . . i: ~,_ ) 

Le 
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of existential J hilosophy. 

'L1he Y{rite.r 1 s co2J.clusior: is tnat i.·ie .o.usi::; :i:eject in 

toto Bultmann's theo1'y of i::;he de!!:.yt:iologiza ~ion of tr.e Ne~·, 

'l'est::~ e,e.nt. 1Ib.a re&.SOilS w~iy -..1e reject it a1:·e: 1. Eis 

concept of E:;:is tence leads to tb.e d.eific<.:.tion of' aut-:n1ol:lous 

llUJD.an .n.c.tW:e. 2. Eultr:1&u.n does not believe in suycrna t u.rc.l 

facts. lilUSt oe s ~bj ectively illlterst~od t~fore it 

beco.w.es t:ruth f·or hii.::::.. In t his nL:.l't.u:a.En ar:d the o"Gh el' 

e_xistentic:lists limit t;:-!.eil' e:9tsteraology to cert&.in limited 

su·ojective knowledge . 'l'he Cr.·i' istie.n vi e1:1 of t i.!. e v:orld ai:d 

~e.n tr-ar.:.scends such lim.it~t.l.:m, since it is ba sed Ul)Oll e. 

revelation of God givon in the Sc1•iptures. Existeut i alism. 

laclcs both a full G..nd a u..r1ified vis ion of t:i.J.e e:1.t.:rB er ea ted 

reality. 3. Bultm&nn doas speak of God, but it :s nov tne 

God and §at~e~ of oul' Lo.rd Jesus c:-u·ist. He is a philosophical 

God. '11~is God is c1·ee.ted on the .:pattern of t.w.1arr existence, 

and. is a hidden God, wno .has not given us e.ny r-eal i::;rtle 

pr opes i r. ional r eve la ti 0n of· Eiill.Self'. Ee is no't personal 

0 . e __ ,. •·1 ,.,.,·r--c·•,::,s "F-J.-l]l\~.1.·"_, ex_i~.,..b' Y: C8 c0 _n · ... ;;. ._.c ,, . r. cd n r c5.n ne f l ' J.O.!·.?.a "·- =:.. ..1..- • _ - - " ...,. '""' ...,- ~'"' 

up ~s eutonoEous ~an . 
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