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PREFACE

This thesis éonsists mainly of two parts : one
i1g the analysis of Rudolf Bulﬁmann‘s New Testament
theology and the other e critique in the light of Reformed
theology.

The first chapter is introductary showing Bultmann's

|

nportance and influence , particularly in Germany anéd in
America, Chapteres II- IV are an aneslysis of Bultmanan's

books, Theology of the New

-

3

ectzment (2 vols) and his

article "New Testament and Mythology' in the book,Xerygma
and Myth., The critique is divided into two sectlons, one

on Bultmann's reconstruction, criticlizing Lis form—-criticism
and mytheleglcel view of the New Testament, The other part
is devoted to the criticism of Bulitmannls existentizl inter-
pretation in the light of ortholcx Bibkiical interpretation
and Reformed theology.

While writing this thesis I have realized very keenly
the importance of knowing Bultmannls theclogy, particularly
since an increacsing number of articles and books on Bultmsnn
are appearing these Cays, as more attention is being paid
to him,

My deep appreclation is due to Dr, R.Allan Killen
for his cless lectures and his suggestions and corrections

with regard to my thesis, It is through his kindness that
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I was able to accompligh it. I would also like %o expres

a~raarm arpreclation to Dr. J.Cliver Buswell, Jls, DP. B

iarris, and Dr. Wilber Wallis¢ for what I learned
his semester., They have contributed

many insights which I have bezn gbl

o]
(4]

TOo use in answering

Bultmannls misinterpretetion ¢f the New Testament,
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BULTHANI'S WORXS AND HIS POSITION

N MODZRN THEQLOGY
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and his works.

(D

1..Bultmann's

Rudolf ¥erl Pultmann was born on August 20th,

o
1ot
)
3

1884, =2t Wiefelstede, Oldensburg, CGermeny, and was
ber of 2 minister's family. He studied at the Universities
of Tubinsen, Berlin, snd Marburg. After a short time of
teaching at the Universities of Breslzu and Giessen, ne

was reglsteresd as a private teacher at the University of

bz

larburg, and he became professor of lNew Testament as a

successor to EHeltmuller jizn 1921 at the University of Mar-

Rudolf Bultmann is now seventy-two years old. He

side ville overleoking the lazy river Lahn, navoving in
his book cremmed study or limping through his grounds with
h

1is wife and daughter. "He does not lock like,

2 major furor. In Asmerican eominariss Rudolf Bultmann, the

Lutheran, ls best Znown as one of the founders of the Form-
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ible in terms 6f the forms _ homilies, didactic methods,
and story-telling devices — used by those who wrote down
and compiled the Cospels." Back in 1941 Professor Rudolf
Bultmann, then in the chalr of New Testarent studies at
the University of Marburg, published an article, "New
Testement and Mythology", in Kittle, since then thet hes
grovn 1nto.cont1nental theology's biggest controversy and
coined its most disputed word "Demythologization."
ultmann 1s the author of meny important works on
various subjects, some of which have stimulated werld-wide
interest and discussion. Ambng them are:
Der Begriff der Offeabarung im Heuen Testzment,
' Tubingsn, 1928,

Die Geschichte der Synoptlschen Traditlon,
2te. Aufl., 1931.

New York. Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1934
Das Evangelium des Johen qes, 1941 (2nd ed., 195C).
De.s Urchristentum im RBshmen der Antiken Resligionem,
1941.
tements, Stuttgart, 1947.
tament, New York: Scribner's
2 Vols., 1951&1955.
New Testament and Mvthology'Kerymra and Mvih
ed. by E.W. Barusch,
trans. by R.H. Fuller.
London: S.F.C.K.,1954.
nsseys - bnilosophical and theologicel,
: New York: ﬂacm111 n,1955,
Primitive Christisnitv in lts Contenmvorary Setiing
New York: Living Age, 1956.

Jesus (Jesus_and th

H

L

1 r'
b

iz is elsc the author of several of the most imvnortant

cles in

|_J- )
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rt Kittle's Theolozisches Worterbuch Zum Neusen

Time, Sentember 24, 1956, p. 56.




series of monograghs cnr Eiblicel subjects---publishzd as
separate books---2nd sditor o7 the theoclo~ical journal .

M~eolorische Rundschau.
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2. Bultmann's positicn in Xodern Theolbd:y.

Sultmann teuzht at the University of Harburg
- - -~ - i < “ = = & = 8 -
in the field of lew Testament until 1951, =ad h s
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marourg. It can be se2ild thet Bulimanag belongs t©
radicgl-critical wing of Germen Zikle scholarship. Suk
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through Cifferent phases. It setunally becan avcout the

woich the prineciple thouzints of the snlizhtenment in
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the field of the Bible scholars.uin wWere cevelopédd and
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:neer of the so-called

Form-C»iticisn vorn 1,31 ingen school, His cdevelopment

- 4 - ~ - - * (] W 1
The two great world wers, Hig schievemant in Nsw Testaoxent

scholarship is to reestablish th: “erygna and make it
t

aticn. Sultiwann accuses his fellew

theologisns of "Ostrich-like behaviour.m" In his opinion
the thsologziszns are content to repeat the Ieryzuna

age 1t stands, lgnoring the fact that it is ewbeddzd in
the language and tiought forms of first century iytholory,
of both Jewish aﬁocalyptic and Fellenistie znostic

Liythology. lielther of these is accentavle to man nurtured

of the Hsw Testeament proclamation is to be rreservad,
the oanly way is to 'Demytholegize! it.... Tiie liberel

linss., “*hey threw sway not ocnly t
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Esrth--one of the very few long and thorouzh geinr analy-

ses of Earth's theologyr in Snglish--nentions Eultiienn in
connection with Barth's significence todzy in molern

theolozy saying: MReceutly it was sucpested that the

Yew Testament scheclar, Rndolf EBultaa rn, wiacse '"Bemyitholc
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stiennt was of the gresiest congequence, and the result
is that teday it is rot Yarl 3arth who is the centsr of

all discussioan in Zurope, but udoldlf Zulimernn, whoiz you
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S Therzfore, We can realize
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that Bultmsenn becomss "a stors centsr" of Zurcpean Frobese-
tantism, particularly, in the Field of bew ftestausnt
theology todayr
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Rudolf Bultmann., Pultmenn's sreclel position is thaet the-

1lcel ontclegy must seek for the concenis viilch
will exrress the being of humen existence, as fear as POsS-
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e, with neutrel concern Tor the naturs of *the objlect
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. John MacQuarrie writes, "The first-
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1 James Zrowm, Sublect ané Oblset in ¥edsyn Theols-v,
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in wuich Heicsgger exsounds it " HeicCegwrer remarls

that theology seeks a iiore oricinal intsrsretation of

meaning of faith itself and remainins within it.
Zultmann hes teken un this challsnge. 2efore proceecd-

ing to the interpretation of what is contei..ed in the
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wiiich ig given with existence, The influeunce of exis-
ernal

tentialismw upon Buitmann's theolozy is not an ex
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CHAPTER II
KERYGMA
3+ Introduction
What aboui_Jesus as an historical pefson? What
significance has Jesus for faith as an'historical.reality?
Many conflicts have arisén concerning the biblical picture
of Jesus and a good number of schélars have denied that
we have any history of Christ. Criticismtgaried from
moderate to radicsl points of view, but on one point the
critics agres: "Namely, that the Gospels are intended,
not to teach the humanity of Jesus in a faith-founding
sense, but to sketch the Christ as pictured in ths early
Church =< a picture indicative of the arch-belief of the
Christien Church but in no respect biographical."l
In this situation a change took place 1n New
Testament research, namely, that the Gospel witness, the
witness of faith, was no ionger accorded a priori dis-
qualification. - It was Martin Kahler in particular who,
in the confusion:of historical research, pointed the way

to the Kerygma, He: wrote a book‘called "Der Sogennante

Historische Jesus und der Geschichtliche Biblische Christus"

(The So-called Historical Jesus and the Historical Biblical
Christ) in 1892, In this book he considered the problem

of writing a biography of Christ and maihtained that there
vwas not sufficient material in the New Testament upon

whlch to base any proper blography, because it lacked

T G, E. Berkouwer, The Person of Christ, Grand Rapids:
Eerdman, 1954, Po 32.
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the psychological analysis that modern blography re-
quires, as well as the slow developihg of his religious
genealogy, the breaking forth of his moral independency,
and the rising and lighting up of his messianic consci=-
ousness. The thesis of this book is that'%hére is act=-

ually no proper history of Christ and that we have only

the so-called historical Jesus: We do not have rellable
sources on the life of Jesus. It is impossible to get
behind the witness of the Gospels to the history of
Christ himself. We can not go from the Biblical Christ
to the historical Jesus.®® What are the Gospels then?

They are *testimonies' of faith which are not intended to

give us the biography of Christ and the history of Jesus,
but rather to generate feith in us. They are the
tUrkunde' (document)} upon which preaching is based. The
Kerygma, or message; of the New Testament is the faith
of the Church in Christ and is given in order to produce
faith in;us, and this historiéél faith is the only sense
in which we have an historical Christ. .Faith is no
longer contingent upon historical research. One can

simply listen to the preaching about this biblical Christ.

2
Dr. R. Allan Killen's translation from Martin Ksahler
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The earlier historical approach thus stands discredited
by the idea of "testimony". Therefore as Dr. G. B. Ber=-
kouwer says, "without'exaggeration it cen be said that

the basic theory of Kahler has been, and is still, vsry

3
influential."

Kahler's original theory is echoed in Brunmner

and Paul Tillieh, Brunner is™ager to think and spea
. s 5
positively in line with the New Testament Kerygma."

Tillich "wholeheartedly adopted the Kerygmatic view of
5%

the New Testament."” - Kahler's view of the Kerygma, how-

ever, was developed and made famous actually, by Rudolf

Bultmann, In his book, "Theology of the New Testament®,

Buitmann says, "The Message of Jesus is ‘the presupposi-

tion for the theology of the New Testament rather than
6
a part of that theology ltself,.™.

3 S
G. E. Berkouwer, Person of Christ, P. o4

4
Ibid

5
R, A. Killen, Ontological Theology of Paul Tillich
- Kampen: Kok, 1955, P.25

6
Bultmann, Theology of the New Testament, Vol. I, P. 3.
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Jesus proclaimed the message as a Jewish teacher
and a prophet. Jesus never had the concept of being the

Messiah himself, but it was "taken up by the early Church
' 7
and expressed in their proclamation of Jesus as Messiah."
8
Jesus formerly had been the“bearer of the message", but

he was drawn into the message and became its essential con-
; 9
tent. "The Proclaimer became the Proclaimed", in other

words, jesus proclalimed the message, but the Church pro-
.claims gigf.lo . This 1s the Kerygma, proclaiming Jesus
Christ «- specifically Jesus Christ the Crucified and -
Risen One -« to be God's eschétologicalract of salvation,
iesus was first so proclaimed in the Kerygma of the earl-
iest Church, not in the message of the historical Jesus
himself. Thus, Bultmann assumes the Kerygma as the pre-
supposition of the fheology of New Testament, and the New
Testament begins with the Kerygma of the earliest Church.
Bultmann also -mentions another Kerygma, that of Hellen=
istic :Church and says 1t is "the historical presupposie

, i 3
tion for Paults theology."™

7

Bultmann, Primitive Christianity, New York: Meridlan Books
: 1956, P. 93, ‘

8

Theology of No T, Fe 33,

9

Ibid

10 e

Primitive Christianity, P. 93,
11

Theology of N. Te, Ps 63




-21~

Christian missionary preaching in the Gentile
world could not be simply the Christological Kerygma;
rather, it had to begin with the Proclamation of the One
God ---monotheism, Jéwish and Jeﬁish-Christian opinion

held that the one true God was unknown to the Gentile -

world, and it was actually true that the Christian mission
first resached those classes in which Polythelsm was still
& living force. "In this process the 014 Testament --Jew-
.ish Concept of God is frequeptly modified or obscured by
the concept of God from the Greek philosophical tradition;
a concept determined by the idea of the law and order of
the Cosmos."lz As & result, Hellenistic Christianity was
not a unitafy phenomenon, but, taken by?iarge, a remark-

12a
able product of syncretism, - Bultmann mpames the Christian

Hellenistic missionary preaching, develqpad in this syn-
cretism, the Kerygma of the Hellemistic Church,
Bultmann's Kerygmatic theory is nexi related to
the Pauline and Johannine Theologies.-:
Standing within the fram&fgfiﬁellenistic Chris~
tianity Paul raised theological motifs to clarify the
theoclogical thinking of the Hellenistic Church, Thus the

Kerygma of the Hellemistic Church was the presupposition

12
Theology of N.T., Pe 636

12a
Primitive Christianity, P, 177,
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of Paul's Theology and Paul became the founder of a
Christian theology built upontHellenized Kerygma of the
early Church. Because Paul's Theology originated in
Hellepistic Judaism, he.came into contact with Hellenistic
culture and became acguainted withj}opular philosophy and
phencmena of religious syncretism. Not having been a
personal disciple of Jesus, he was won to the Christian
faith by the Keryema of the Hellenistic Church.l® #In
relation to the preaching of Jesuﬁ", Bultmann says; "the
Theology of Paul is a new structure, and that indicates
nothing else than that Paul has his place within Hsllen-
istie Christienity.m14

The Gospel of John with which the Epistles of
John are closely connected is separated, both from the
proclamation of Jesus, and from that of the oldest
Church because it is "stylistically and historically a
completely different picture”15 from the Synoptics.
Bultmann then mekes a furthef disﬁinction and says,

"While in the synoptics the vicissitudes, the problems,

13
Ibid’ P‘- 187 ®

14 .
~ Ibid, P. 187,

15
Ibid, Vol. 2, P. 4.
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ard the faith of the earliest Church are reflected,
scarcely anything of the sort can any longer be dis-
covered in John."le-fanly'rerlection from the synoptics
in the Gospel of John is the conflict with Judaism, and
its theme is faith in Jesus as the Son of God. Bultmann
sees no relation between John and Paul,but says, "Since.
John 1is somewhat remote from the earliest Church, he is
likely younger than Paul; but he does not presuppose.
Paul as a link between himself and the earliest Church® .’
There are certain things in common in regard to the cure
rent religious atmosphere between John & Paul, but “"John
is not of the Pauline school and 1s‘not influenced by
Paul; he is, instead, a figure with hls own originality
and stands im an atmosphere of theological thinking dif-
ferent from that of Pe.ul."l8 The thought<atmosphere out
of which the Johninnine Theology grew is that of Oriental
Christianity.,’® And its style is Semitic poetry and the

motif of the self-presentation of the Revealer is intro-

duced by the characteristic formula "I am...," "Revela-

tion-discourse,”

16

_]_:_p_i_i’ P. 50
17

Ibid, P. 6.
18

Ibid, P. 9.
19

Ibid, P. 10,
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However, the Stylistic form of the Revelation-
discourses expresses a basic dualistic view: light and
darkness, truth and falsehood, above and below, freedom
and bondage., Bultmann calls this Gnostic-Adualism and
says, "The person of Jesus, in Johﬁ, is sometimes defined
in terﬁs of Jewish and Apocalyptic Categories, sometines
as the "Lord' of the Cultus, as a mystery deity, sometimes
again as the Gnostic redeemer, the Pre-existent being
from the heavenly world, whose earthly body 1s only an
outwardfgarb."zq Thus, that Primitive Christianity is
the outcome of Syncretism, is his view. Further details
on the message of Jesus, the Kerygma of the earliest
Church and the Hellenistic Church, and the theology of
Paul and Johannine will be discussed in the fallowing

chapters.

20
Primitive Christiapnity, P. 178,
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4, The Message of Jesus

Theological thinking -- that is the New Testa=-
ment thinking -~ begins with the Kerygma of the earliest
Church and not with the Message of Jesus, Bultmann says,
"The Message of Jesus is a presupposition for the the-
clogy of the New Testament rather than a part of that
theology'itself."l But the fact fhat Jesus had appeared
and the message he had proclaimed,were among its his;
‘torical presuppositions; and for this reason Bultmann
does not omit it from his theology 6f the New Testament,
even though he believes that Christian faith did not ex-
ist until there was a Christian Kerygma. When he con=-
siders the message of Jesus, he sees the Synoptic Gospels
as the source. He gspplies historical criticisms to the
Synoptic Gospels and says, "Their use as history is
governed by the so-called two source theory: i.e., Mark
(which we know,,hawevef, only in a later redaction) is
one source of Matthew and Luke; the other is a collec=-
tion of Jesus' sayings (Q). Furthermore, throughout the
syaoptics three strands must be distinguished: 0ld tra-

dition, ideas produced in and by the Church, and editorial

work of the evangelists."z Thus Bultmann builds his thee

clogy of the New Testament on the theoryfformycritici&m.

1 _
Theology of the N,T., Vol, I, P. 3,

2
Ibid, P. 3,
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a. The Eschatological Message of Jesus

The message of Jesus is controlled by an eseh-
atological concept of .the Reign of God. In this he
stands in line with Jewish eschatology in general,
though clearly not in its nationalistic form., Bultmann
. _says, "No-sayihg of Jesus mentions the Messiah=King who
is to crush the ensmies of the People (of Israel), nor
the lordship of Israel over the earth, nor the géthering
of the twelve tribes, nor the joy that will be in the
bounteous peace-blessed Land. Rather Jesus'! message is
connected with the hope of other circles which is pri-

marily documented by the Apocalyptic literature, a hope

which awaits salvation not from a miraculous change in
historical (i.e., political and social) conditions, but
from a cosmic catastroPhe....".3 According to Bultmann,
the eschatological hope in the message of Jesus is taken
from the pessimistic Jewish concept of dualism -- the Sa-
tahic corruptioh of the total world-camplex in.Whicﬁ the
worldts present course is under the sway of Satan and his
demons on one hand, and of the comipng.:of the "Son of Man"®
as Judge and saviour, and the agent of redemption, on
the other hand, Bubv unlike, the Apocalyptic writers,
Jesus does not give much detail. He is free from the

fanciful speculation found in Apocalyptic writings.

e

3
Ibid, P. 4.
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"Only a few details of the Apocalyptic pictuﬁe of the
future recur in his words,"says Bultmann, "Everything is
swallowed up in the single thought that then God will
rule,™%

If Jesus takes over the apocalyptic view of the
future, he does so with considerable reductions. The
unique'feature in his teaching is the assurance with
which he proclaims that Now the time has come. The Reign
of God ié breaking in; the time of the End 1s at hand.
The sigas of the times are Jesus Himself, his appearance
in the stege of history, his words, and his deeds. All
man can do is to bs ready, to ‘'turnt, Now is the time of
decision., Jesus® preaching is a summons to decision,
(Matt, 11:6; Luke 7:23; 11l:31f.; Mark 8:38), "Basically,
therefore," says Bultmann, "he in his own person is the
sign of the time, Yet,.. Ee does not proclaim himself
as the Messish, i.e., the king of the time of salvation,
but he points ahead to the Son of Man as apnother who will
came other than himself, He in his own person signifies
the démand for decision,... as God's last word before the
End, calls men to decisicn, Now is ... elther ... ortn®

Now is the existential moment and the decision must be

4
Ibid, P. 5.

S
Ibid, P. €.
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drastically made, whether a man really desires God and
His Reign or ths_wcrld and its goods, Yet, Bultmann
says, "ne did not establish a religicus order or a sect
(still"less a church). Nor did he proposé that everyone
éhoﬁld leave hils home and femily. But all are challenged
t0 a decision. All must mske up their minds what they
really want to set their hearts om, whether it 1is God,
or the goocds of this world.nS |

On the positive side and -complementary to it
is the commandment of love, in which a man turns avay

from self and places himself at the disposal of others.

In doing this, Jesus decided for God, Bultmann says,

"Jesus was mistaken in thinking that the world was des-—
iined soon to come to an end. His error was similar to
that of the aﬁcient prophets..., or like Dentero-~Isaiah

....“7 And Bultmann contipues, "Jesus 1s so convinced

of God's will and determination, and that it is his bus-
ipess to proclaim it, that he feels himself to be stand-

ing on the frontiers of time.” Thus Bultmann thinks
that Jesus' message is not the outcoms of wishful think-

ing or speculation, but of his sense of the utier nothe

‘ingness of man before God, dJesus had not a messianic

-

6

Primitive Christianity, P. 91l.
7

Ibid
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concept of himself, Jesus himsself is a self-transbend-
ing existential historical person. Therefore, His claims

that the destiny of men is determined by theilr attitude

to him, His wordg were taken up by the early Church and
‘expressed in their proclamation of Jesus as Messighee-=
particularly in their expectation that he was to come omn
the clouds of heaven as the ”Mén", bringing judgement
and salvation, ‘ ' |
b. Jesus® Interpretaiion of the Demand of God.

Bultmann maintains that Jesus is critical of
traditional Jewish piety and says, "As interprstation of
the will, the demand of God, Jesus' message is a great
profest against Jewish legalism,“a Jewish legalism is
a form of pilety which regards the will of God as expressed
in the written ILaw and in the Tradition which interprets
the Law, a piety which endeavors to win God's favor by
the toil of minutely fulfilling the Law's stipulations,
There is no differentiation between religion ana morality,
por separation between the Law of religion and morality,
civil, and criminal law. This state of affairs is typli-
fied by the fact that the seribes are theocloglians, teach-
srs, and lawyers all at the sams time, By not separating

these laws, a mass of ordinances which have lost their

8
Theology of N.T., P. 1l.

1253
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original meaning, still remain in force and are twisted
by artificial Iinterpretation into relevance for today.
Tnerefore the cultic and ritual laws are regarded as
God's demand, or as ethics demands, Bultmann reasons
thgt the real result of this situation is that motivation
to ethical comduct is corrupted -- the idea of reward and
punishment bscomes the motivation and the obedience man
owes to God and to His demand for good, is understood as
a purely formal ope =- obeying a law simply because it
is commapnded, But Bultmann's view of obedience is ==
that_radical obedience which God requires --- is only
possible where a man understands the demand and affirms
it from within himself, Then it becomes meaningful inso-
far as it fulfills God's demands. But Jdewish legalism .
developed the notion of good works that go beyond the re~
quired fulfillment of the Law, establishing literal merits.
Therefore, "iesus' Proclamation.ot the will of God appears
as a great Proteat,” says Bultmann..9 Jesus' interpreta-
tidn cf Godts demand is radical in opposition to obediencs,
So, Jesus protests the 0ld Testament prophets against tha
cultic worship of God apnd the official Hebrew religion,
For instance, for Bultmann, the Sermon on thas
Mount (Matt. 5:21-48) sharply contrasts legalism with the
will of_God,: ®*ye have heard that it wes said by them of

9

Ibid, P. 12
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eld time.... But I say uato you...* The meaning, Bult-
mann explains, is this, "Cod dces not lay claim to men
only 80 far as conduct can be determined by formulated
laws (the only way open to legalism) leaving man's own
will free from that point on. ' What God forbids is not
simply the overt acts of murder;'adultery, and perjury,
with which law can deal, but their antecedents: anger,
and name-calling, evil desire and insincerity (Matt: S:
21f., 27f., 33-%7)ee.; oOthers ,.,. are from the point of
view of God's intention altogether abolishsed ...(Matt,
5:31f,, 58-41, 43-48)." God demands camplete surrender
of ments will, and knows no concessions (Matt. 6:43f.,
and 7:16, 18, 6:22), From the standpoint of this radi-
cal attitude of Jesus toward the will of God, his posi-
tion tovard the 0ld Testament is, according to Bultmann,
that Jesus makes critical distinctions among the demands
of the 0ld Testament wihout contesting its authority.lo
For example, Moses did permit divorce, but cnly "im con-
sideration of your hard-heartedness.™ What God feally
intends.is that marriage should be pérmanent (Mk. 10:2«Q),

- Therefore, Bultmann says, "The upshoﬁ is that

the 01d Testament, insofar as it consists of ceremonial

and ritual ordinances, 1s abrogated. Jesus directs a

10
Ibid, P. 15.
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polemic against the legalistic ritualism of the scribes,
whose correct external behaviour sao often went hand in
hand with an impure will,”!l Thus Bultmann sees the
attitude which critically.distinguishes the important
from the unimportant,. the essential from the indifferent,
Actually, the 0ld Testament legislation'haslbeen lifted
off its hinges by Jesus, but Jesus' poleamical contest a-
gains§ the authority of the 0ld Testament has, in turn,been
teken off its hinges by the Church. Bultmann thinks that
Jdesus' critical attitude‘tcward the demand of God was
changed and says, "The Churech formulated its standpoirt
-eee= in the words.placed on Jesus' lips about the im-
perishability.of even the tiniest letter in the Law arxd
expressly declaring that Jesus did not come to abolish
the Law, but tc fulfill it (Matt. 5:17-19)-=- a saying
tﬁat in view of other sayings of Jesus and of his actual
practice cannot possibly be.genuine; rather it is a prod-
uct of the Church coming out of tﬁe later period of con=-
flict, over the Law."™? Here we clearly can sée Bult-
"mann's Kerygmatic théory that the early Church put the
words on Jesus' lips., The New Testament Gospels are only

the early Christian Church's opinion for Bulimann,

11 -
Primitive Christianity, P. 74

12 '
Theology of N.T., Vol. I, P. 1l6.
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What then 1s Jesus' positive interpretation of
the demand of God? It'is love. The second commandment,
*Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself' is inseparsble
from the>first, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mingd,
and with all thy strengtn' (Mark 12:28-34), There is no
formulation of the demand of love,. The phrase tas thy-
se2lf' lndicates both the .unlimited measure and the difec-
tion of love as a piinciple of cdnduct.' The commandment
ofalove_13_ne;therig;blueprint‘for.society nor a program
for Utopia. It is addressed in the first place, to the
individual. It points.hiﬁ to his encountesr with his
neighbour, |
Bultmann cannot think of the demand of God with-
out mentioning the existential idea which makes the indi-
vidual immediately responsible to God by transcendencs,
and he says, "..» Jesus®! eschatological message and his
ethical messags constitute a unity...l3 "Both things,
the eschatological proclamation and the ethical demand,
‘direct man to the fact that he is thereby brought before
God, that God stands before him; both direct him into his
NOW as the hour of decision for God."'% So, at the sight
of tn: religion frozen into ritualism, of superficiality
and love of self and the world, Jesus' message becomes

"g cry of woe and repentance."l5 (Matt, 23:1ff., Lk.5:24-26),

13, 1bid, P. 19
14, 1bid, P. 21
15, Ibid, P. 21
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c. Jesus' Idea of God.

Bultmann assefts that Jesus'® concept of God is
that of Tthe 0ld Testament and of Judaism., For Jesus,
God is the creator who governs the world with his provi-
dential care, and feeds the birds =nd adorns the flowers.
Bultmann says, "In the above, Jesus' idea of God does not
differ from that of the 0ld Testament and of Judaism,
though it is true that in the common piety of Judaism
faith in God the Creator had weakened even while it was
strictly preserved in 1ts official theology and confess-
jon."16 For Jesus, God again became a God at hand. He
is the power, here and now, who as Lord and Father en-
folds every man. Bulﬁmann extends his idea that Jesus'
idea of God is that of Judaism by comparing the word
"Father®" in Jewish Prayer and the Lord's Prayer, and
says, "The ‘*Prayer of Eighteen Petitions', for lnstance,
which ths devout Jew is expected to say three times
daily, begins, 'Lord God of Abranham, God of Isaac, God
of Jacob! God Mdst.High, Creator of heaven! Our Shield
and the Shield of our fathersi!®' The 'Lord's Prayer?'
stands out above Jewish.prayers not only in its simple
address but in its direct simplicity throughout (Matt. 6:
9-13, or Lk. 11:2-4)".17

16
Ibid, P. 23.

r L

Ibid, P. 24.
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God has also come near as the "Demand~-er" whose
will men need not wait to find in the letter of the Law
or its scribal exegesis. But the demanding God of judge-
ment 1s also the merciful God of forgiveness. Unlike the
prophets' preaching, his preaching is directed not pri-

marily to the people as a whole, but to individuals who

‘must give account of themselves before God; and it is

individuals whom coming salvation will bless.

Thus, says Bultmann, "Jesus in his thought of
God -- and of man in the light of this thought -- *de=-
historized® God and man; ... While this was already more
or less the case of Judaism,.., Jesus' thought, in con-
trast to thet of Judaism, also radically *historized?
God in a different semnse of thistory*. In Judaism God

is de=historized by having become a distant God en-

throned in heaven;'... End man in Judaism is de-historlized

by being marked off from the world by ritual and finding

“his security within the ritually pure congregation.eee

For Jesus, however, man 1s de-secularized by God's direct

" pronouncement to hims... And God is 'de-seculerized' by

understanding His dealing eschatologically: He lifts
man out of his worldly ties and places him directly be-
fore His own eyes., Hence, the *de-~historization' or
*de~secularization® both of God and man is to be under=

stood as a paradox: precisely that God,... meets each

. man ip his own little history, his everyday life with
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its dalily gift and demand, de-historized man is guided
into his concrete encounter with his neighbor, in which
he finds his true history.”ls

For Bultmann, judgmment and salvation are es=
chatological events in the strict sense and the idea of
God end man is dehistorized and desecularized, in other
words, myth is described as if historical events.

d. The Messianic Consciousness of Jesus.

The common opinion about the belief of the earl-
iest Church of the Messiah rests upon the early Church's
belief ¢nf§elf-consciousness of Jesus ~- that Jesus him-
self actually did consider himself to be the Messiah, or
the Son of Man. But for Bultmann this view is burdened
with serious difficulties. The acknowledgement of Jesus
as the one in whom God's word decisively encounters man,
whatever title be given him -- Messiah, Son of Man, Lord
-~ is a pure act of faith independent of the historical
guestion whether or not Jesus considered himself to be
the Messiah, Bultmann reasons that the Church's belief
in the Messiahship of Jesus, is not dependent upon Jesus'
self-consciousness of Messiahship, but originated from
the Church's belief in his resurrection. Peter's con-
fession (Mk. 8:27-30) is an Easter story projected back
into Jesus' life~time, and likewise the story of the

transfiguration (Mk., 9:2-8). The account of Jesus' bap=

tism (Mk. 1:9-11) is legend, the temptation story is

18, 1bid, F. 25, 26
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legend, the story of Jesus' entry into Jerusalen has
been colored by legend, and the passion narrative is
also to. a considerable degree overspread with legend.
These are told in the interest, not of biography, but
of faith. Moreover the synoptic tradition about Jesus?
life and work msasured by traditional messianic ideas,
was not messianic., And Paul also did not understand 1t
as messlanic, In Phil, 2:6<11 Paul indicates that Jesus
is a mere man, without messianic glory -- likewise Acts.
2: 36 and in Romans 1:4, Paul says that Jesus' Messiah-
ship was dated from the resurrection.

Men may argue thaet Jesus was conscious of being
the one destined to be the fubture Messiah but that his
idea of ths Messiah was "futuristie", (Mk. 8:38, Lk. 12:8,
etc.), but Bultmann argues, in reply, that Jesus speaks
of the Son of Man in the third person without identifying
himself with him, and says, "There 1s no question but
that the evangelists -- and likewise the Church ~= make
this identification, but can that be asseried of Jesus
" himselfr?mi® Furthermore, Bultmann points out that the
synoptic traditions do pot mention @£ Jesus.' return,
There was no word vupouovk) which denotes the "Coming'
of the Son of Man, ever uzderstood in the earliest period

of Christianity as "return", but correctly as ™arrival,

advent",

19, Ipid, P. 29.
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The Apolcgete Justixi in the second century was the first
to speak of the "first™ TWpwWT” and "Second Coming"

ég‘:u -ré-@d T @ oV ol & (Diel. 14:8, 40:4) and of the
fcaming back"™ oAV Tepousi® | (Dial. 118:2).192

| Bultmann concludes his argument on this subject
with "In the predictions of .the passion the Jewish con=-
cept Me_ssiah-Son-of-Man is re-interpreted - or ‘oet’ce:,
singularly enriched - insofar as the idea of a suffering,
dyingv, rising Messiah or Son of Man was unknown to
Judaisme But this re-interpretation of the concept was

: »
dope not by Jesus himself but by the Church ex elevtu &0

1%9a

Ibid, P.29
20

Ibid, P, 31
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5., The Kerygma of the Earliest Church
a, The Problem cr the Relationship between the

Message of the Earliest Churéh and fha Message of Jesus,

Thg earliest Church reproduced the message of
Jesus in such & way that while the Church passed on the
message of Jesus, Jesus himself was précl&imed as Messiah.
Jesus had formerly been the bearer of the message, but
by the preéching of the Churckh, Jesus became the essen=-
tial content, or as Bultmann claims, "The proclaimer be=-
came the proclaimed.”l But ip what sense? When Jesus
was proclaimed as Meési&h,~it was as thke coming Messiah,
in other words as the Son of Man, According to Bultmann,
neither hed Jesus Messianic consciouspess, nor was His
past activity on earth counted Messianic by the earliest
Churck, but later on in the framework of Jewish eschat-
clogical prectation the proclamation made.Jesus into the
coming Messiah or Son of Man. If the mere man Jesus, lhe
teacher ard prophet, is made into the Messiah and exalted
to be the Son of Maen, then the indefinite mythical Tig-
'ﬁre, Messiah, has become concrete and visitle, He then
ssys, "Tlhe myth has been transferred to &a-concrete his-
torical man, and the consequence will be that trust in
it will have been immeasurably strengthened.”2 Thus

Bultmann strongly stresses oa the tracsformation of a

1. Ibid, P. 33.
2. Ibid, P. 34,
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mythical figure intoc a comcrete historical ore and claims
that the primitive Christian Church wes strengthened in
their faith by such happening. This idea of Bultmann's
- beccmes the basis of his theory of the "Demythologization®
of the New Testamant.

b. The Eariiest Qhurch as the Eéchatological
Congregation,

Bultmann states that the earliest Church regﬁrded
itself as the Congregation of the end deys and that this
is attested by Faul and the synoptic tradition. Because
Jesus® significance to the earliest Church was exhaﬁsted
in its ex@ectancy that He would come as the Son of Man,
and tkat the Church would still remsin only a Jewish sect,
1t could not properly be called the Christian Church., The
resurrection ought to mean the proof of the exaltation of
the Crucified one, the Son of Maa, but it was not yet un-
derstocd as an event that broke the framework of Jewish
eschatology.

For Bultmann the earliest Church itself was in
'danger of remaining a Jewish sect and Paul was ageinst its
understandiné of the situation created by Jesus' coming,
dying, and rising. Bultmana makes a distipnction between
the earliest Church apnd Paul's understanding of Jesus'
person and fate as the eschatological occurence,

In his study of tke Kerygma, Bultmann uses the

‘ phraéa,"placed upon tha lips of Jesus by the Church,"3
5‘ _I__b‘__j-d-’ PO 5?.




-41-
over and over again; Ee asserts, for example, the words
of Matt. 16:18f, are not Jesus' but those of the Church.
Josus' band of disciples 1s called the "Church?} which is
the "™little flock"™ to whom God will give His Reign. It
is répressnted by'the Twelve, who, when God's Reign hzs
apreared, will sit upon twslve thrones to rule the tribes
of Israel (Matt,19:28 or Ik. 22:29f.). In the Kerygma
of the earliest Church the personal idea and interpreta-
tion of the disciples was an .eschatological expectation
that they were not only apostles, but also the eschato=-
1qgicai regents,

' This eschatological consciousness is seen in the
Tact, according to Bultmapn, that Jesus' disciples, afterxr
the Easter experiences in Galilée, soon betook themselves
to Jerusalem as the focus point for the coming Reign of
God, Further evidence 1s furnished especially by the
dssignations of the Church and 1ts members. Bultmann says,
*In understanding themselves as Congregation or Church,

the disciples appropriate to themsslves the title of the

0ld Testament Congregation of God, the

By designating itself ... Congregation of God, the earliest
Church declared that it itself was the fulfillment of the
hopes of the apocalyptists. Its members accordingly bear

the eschatological titles tthe chosen' or 'the elect!® and

*the sain.ts'.4

4, 1bid, P. GBe
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Baptism and the Lord's Supper are also understood from

the eschatologicél conscicusness of the Congregation.

The Missionary activity of the earliest Church was also
governei by a belief in the immediately impending End.
This is reflected by the charge to the Apostles, which,
according ©o Bulbtmenn, thsy placed in the mouth of Jesus,
The eschatological character of the earliest Church
caused the kissiopary activity which called for repenﬁance

(Matt. 10: 7.9ff). Even the § source, the collection of

Jesus'® saying which goes back to the earliest Church, he
says, "testifies 1o the same belief?,o
é. Jesus' lMeaning to the Faith of the Earliest Church.

From the history-of-religicus point of view;'for
Bultmenn, the earliest Church presents itself as an ég-
chatological sect within Judaism, which was conscxéﬁ; of
being called and chosen‘%ongregation of the end days.
When the Church proclaim Jesus as Messiah-Son-of«Man,
that does not mean the 0ld Testament tradition and Jesus'®

message, but that the Kerygma of Jesus as Messish is the

"basic and primary thing. In other words, the earliest

Church produced the Kerygma from the ancient traditions
and Jesus' messags, iz conjfuaction with their view of ese
chatological expectation. Jesus' person and work, are
focrmed in the light of the Easter faith in Jesus' resur-

rection,.

5, Ibid, P. 42,
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Thé significance of Jesus to the earliest
Church lay neithef in the content of what Jesus had taught
nor in some modification of the Messianic idea, but in the
fact that God had made the prophet and teacher Jesus of
Nazareth Messiah! Jesus' coming itself was already an
eschatological occurence., According to Bultmann, there
are scarcely eny original words of Jesus in the collec-
tion of Jesus' saying in the synoptic tradition, but most
of the words atiributed tc Him are the productis of the
Church. Bultmann points to the "He™ and "I™ passages in
Jesus' sayings, and identifies the "He™ passages with the
' Church's Kerygma “as we now have it,'re-interpreted by the

Chureh and put back intc his (Jesus) mouthz,,."8

The rise of the "Easter faith” made necessary a
way of underétanding the éross; for the cross had to make
sense in the context of the salvation-process, The scrip-
ture proves and explains ?esus' suffering and death as

divinely decreed, but Bultmann takes them merely as char-
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acteristic of one stage of the earliest Church's reflec-
tion on the subject, Our Lord Himself says, "*Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and
enter into his glory?' And beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scrip-
tures the things concerning him." (Lk. 24:26f)

The acknowledgement of the Crucified as Messiah

Y. Ipia, F. 4%.
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implicit=ly conteins a new understanding of.Jesus as
man=-before-God. "Through the fact", says Bultmann,
"that the Church awaiis the prophet and teacher as Son
of Man and in the light of Easter faith understands
desus' earthly ministry anew, a power to dstermine the
~present is also etiributed to the figure cof Jesus. "’
When Jesus' words are ccllected, that is done not simply
because of their didactic content, but because they are
the words or‘Jeéus, the coming King. The wisdom and
knowledge in Jesus'® words are credited tc the belief of
the apocalyptic writers., For example, Bultmann says,
"Perhaps the earliest Church already put this saying in-
to the mouth of Jesus. Certainly out of the earliest
Church come the words in which the risen Lord, with roy-
al beaming, delegates to Peter the direction of the Con-
gregation =--which he even calls 'My Congregation®
(Matt, 16:17-19); likewise his promise to the twelve
that they shall someday be the regénts of the tribes of

Israel (Matt, 19:28 or Lk. 22:28=30),"S

For Bultmann the titles of Jesus were borrowed
from the tradition of Jewish messianic faith, and all
these titles agree in being designations for the "es-
chatological salvation-bringer". "The predominant title
in the earliest Church," says Bultmann "was *Son of Man?®,

which comes out of the apocalyptic hope and means a supra-

" §. Ibid, P. 47
. Ibid, P. 48
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mundane, pre-sxistent being who at the end of time will
come down from heaven to hold Judgenent and bring salva=-
tion,..."g The title Son of David comes out of the
natiocnal tradition and iS synonymous with Messiah. The
Son of God was, according to Bultmann, already interpre-
ted messianically in Judaism as it was in the Christian
Church. The messianic title, "Servant of God"™, which
means nothing else than Messiah-or Son of God; occurs

in the apocalypses, 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch, For Bultmann,
it is debatable whether the earliest Church had already

given Jesus the title, "Lord", but he concludes that at
lsast the earliest Church did not cultically worship
Jesus, even if 1t should have called him Lord. Finally,

after speaking rather indefinitely, he definitely says,
"the Kyrios-cult originated on Hellesnistic soil, "0

Actuzlly Bultmann denies the messianic concep-
tion of Jesus for such conceptions and titles in the New
Testament are, for him, the opinion of the earliest Church
borrowed from the Jewish eschatological expectation of
apocalyptic writers., The prophet and teacher Jesus was
exalted by the Church to Messiah,

d. Beginnings of the Development of Ecclesiastical

Forms,

What conseguences did the earliest Church dreaw

from its eschatolcgical consciousness for its practical

S, ibid, P. 49.
10, Ipid, P. 51.
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everyday attitudes, particularly its comduct toward
Judaism and its institutions and adherents? How far did
it see the total reality of its life in the light of es=
chatological occurrences?
Naturally the eschatological Congregation did

not regard itself as a new religion and did not draw a
boundary betwesm itself and Judaisam., It remainszd loyal
%o the temple and the temple cult., Bultmann mentions
that the Congregation customarily gathered within the
temple area (Acts 2:46) and it d4id not give up the sac-
rificial practice of Jﬁdaism, according. to Matt, 5:23f,
As the Congregation of the end days, it conceived itself
as that trues Israel, which is the goal of Israel®s sal-
vation-history, and for which the promises of the 0ld
Testament were then being fulfilled, But Bultmann asks&
.a question. How far is 'true Israel' understood as a
really eschatological thing and how far as only a selec-
tion out of the historical people? Ths gquestion becomss
acute iﬁ regard to tbe validity of the Law., The Jawishe
Christian sect had gradually gained ground. This was,
Bultmann says, partly a reaction sgainst the criticism

of the Law and the temple=~cult on the part of the Hellen-
istic Churcirs The famous saying of Jesus, "Think not that
I have come to destroy the Law, or the prophets: I am not
coms to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say uato

you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle
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shall in no wise pass from the law..."{Matt, 5:17, 18),.
was put 1nto Jbsus’ mouth by them, he says.ll The fuiﬂv
Tillment of the law was also the gift of God which gave
the chosea peoplse its renk and diganity. Therefore, ful-
fil_mcnt was the condition for participation in salvae
tien insofar as it was the condition for membership in
the peopls of Israel.12 |

- The develqpmggt of the Church comcspt in the
‘earliest Church was hindered in two ways: one, the fact

that the mission to the heathen was not regarded as an

6bligation.by'the Jerusalem Church, They, therefors,
placed ln Jesus' mouth ﬁhe saying, "Go4qot_into the way
of ths Gentiles, and into any city of the Sémaritans,
enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep of the
house of Israele" (Matt. 10:5)., And second, that ths
Jewish Congregatioh hsd not cut 1tselfrrom.the temple
cult.

But as to the develcpmant of the Church, the

direction of it was at first in the hands of ®the twelvel,

Thélr practical work was evidently as proclaimers of the

word both within the Congregation and outside, and oa

missionary journeys. The domipant authorlty was at firsi
Peter. Next, eldership coastituted a real office of the

Congregation. ZXlders are named along with Jamses,

11, Ibid, P. 54.
12, Ibid, Pe 55,
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Presumably James was chairmsn of the council of elders,
These elders were instituted for the eschatological Comn=
gregation only by the proclamstion of the word. This
message was given forth by the twelve because they were
proclaimers of the word and guardians of the tradition.

This tradition is the passing on of Jesus' msssage, Says
Bultmann, but is primarily the passing on of the speci-

fieally Christian KErygma.ls Tradition requires con-
tinuity and succession. The ldea of apostolic success-
ion as an institution, the custom of ordination by laying
on of hands, appears for the first time in the pastoral
epistles, The restriction of the conceﬁt nipostle™ to
the ™twelve”™ can scarcely have taken place in the earliest
Church, says Bultmenn, "however, the ildea of tradition
and.succession finds characteristic expression in the
fact that Jerusalem is regarded as the center of the
whole Churche...%14

Bultmann summarizes the development of eccle-
sjiastical forms with the following words, "As time went
on and membership increased, life within the Congregas=
tion naturally needed a certain reggétion wh;ch could
not be left to the council of elders to decide fram
case to case; but the sourceé barely permit us a glimpse
of that. Matt, 16:19 ané 18:18 testify that the auth-

ority 'to bind and to loose', i.e., a disciplinary power,

13, 1bid, P. 5%,
14, Ibid, P. 60,
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lay first in the hands of Peter, than in those of the
Congregation -~ and that probably means, in the hands
of the elders; and Matt, 18:15~17 gives rules for
settling quarrels in the Congregation...."ls

—

15. _I_b_i_d__’ P'. 61
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6. The Kerygma of the Hellenistic Church Apart
from Paul,

"Bultmann thinks that Pauline theology presup-
poses a certain development of Primitive Christianity.
After the Christian message had passed over the boundary
of Palestine's Judaism, the Congregations of Hellemistic
Christianity arose., In this chapter, we will discuss
Bultmannt®s view of the pre-Pauline Hellenistic Christi-
enity which he calls the historical presupposition for
Paults theologye. . The siganificance of Helenistic Chris-
tianity to Bultmann, is not exhausted in its being a
preparatory-stage for Paul. Side by side with Paul, it
developed partly along paths of its own, partly under
Pauline influence,

Hellenistic Christianity is the product of re=
construction for Bultmann, Why? For the delineatiomn of
Hellenistic Christiasnity, before and contemporary with
Paul, there is scarcely any direct witness availeble,
The catholic epistles 211 come from a later time. So,
Bultmann reconstructs the picture of Hellemistic Chris-
tianity from (1) a few data in Acts, (2) the Paulime
letters, and (3) other sources of later date, especlally

sources which represent a non~Fauline type of Hellenis-

tic Christianity, such as Hebrews, Barpabas, ' Clement, .

James, and the Kerygms Petri.l

" Lo Ibid, P, 64,
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a8« The Freaching of God

Bultmenn says, "Christian missionary preaching
in the Gentile world could not be simply the christoclog=
ical Kerygma; rather, it had to begin with the proclama=-
tion of the ome God."2 X% Fowish and Jewish-Christian
opinion the one true God was unknown to the Gentile
world and their religioms were polytheism and iQolatry.
The Jewish mission had anticipated Christianity in the
preaching of monotheism, But this concept of God, which
is 014 Testament monotheism, weas frequentiy modified or
obscured by the concept of God from Greek philosophiceal
tradition, a concept determined by the idea of the law
and order of the Cosmos, This tendency was carried on
by ChriétianAHEllenistic missionary preaching, though
at first only ip ipdividusal motifs and with characterise
tically Christian modificetions, So, the baslc charac-
teristic of the Hellenistic-~Christian missionary preach=-
ing was, "The Pagan world is held to be sunk in ignorance
LyV/oid  and error M 7,° For example, Psul spoke of
the "heather, who do mot know God", (1 Thess. 4:5) a
phrase taken from the 0ld Testament (Jer. 10:25, Ps. 78:6).
Eence to accept Christiam faith is celled "to know God™
or "the truth®, and Bultmann says, "To know God' yivwoke

(15v) Beo/ is used for conversion to the Christisan

2. Ibid, P. 65,
3, Ibid, P. 66.
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faith by Paul (Gal. 4:9) and also, e, g., by I Clem 59:3;
IT Clem. 17:1 (cf. 3:1)} Herm, sim. 1x18, 1f."* Such
monotheistic preaching is not specifically cheracteris-
tic of P=zul, for Bultmann, because Kerygma Patri 3, also
mentions preaching "the gospel to men through the world
that they should Xnow that there is one God", and "“fur-
fher examples are II Clem, 1:;ff.; Tristides Apol. 13,

S P23, 20ff, Geffcken; ps. Clém. hom, 15, 1lp. 150,
10 rf, Lagarde...."s Thus, Bultmann claims the new
combinations ~= 0, T, == Jewish theology and the Hellen-
istic enlightenment theology -- of the preaching of God
in the Hellenistic Church. God, the creatcrfjalso often
described in expressions of the 0ld Testament or Judaism.
But "This creation out of nothing which is in accord
with Hellenistic-Jdewlish tradition is emphasized also in
Herm., vis I 1,6; mand, I 1; IT Clem. I, 8."® Here, all
the way through, we can see how Bultmann tries to prove
the doctrine of God as taught in 014 Testament-Jewish
theoclogy and the Hellenistic enlightemment theology

are paraliel and thatv this is shown by "Fcocrmula-like
7
"

expressions.

e .

4, 1bid, F. 6
5. Ibid, P. éa
6. Ibid.

7. Ibig.




Ia addition.to‘this, Bultmana says, "certainm
Hellenistic (Steoic) formulatiors serve to describe God's
creatorhitod and rulership of the world.... Asother fore
mulation.intended to express both God's immanence and
tragﬁcendence st the same time is that of Herm, mand,

I; i: *(He)} contains all things, and is himself alone
uscopgtained® or, Kerygﬁa Petri 2: 'Thee... uncontalned,
who coataips all thizngs; this expression with varlations
8

alsoc occurs in Hellenistic Judaism,™

Sipcs Jewlsh opinion was that heathem polytheiam

and idolartry were im sin and vice, the missionary preach-
ing to believe in the one true God was a call of repen-
tance, but the call to repertance had its basis ia the
fact that God the Creator was also the Judge; moreovsr
His Judgement took place not in the private fate of the
singmer, but would soon be held over the entire world,

So, Bultmann says, "Hence, Christian preachinpg of the

one true God is at the_same time éschatological procla-
nation, preaching of the impsnding Jjudgement of the
werld."g This inner comnection, which also is emphasized
in Judaism (IV[p. 5:56-656, etc.) is occasionslly made
explicit, as in Kerygma Petri 2: "Know therefore that
there is one God who made the beginning of all thirpgs

8., Ibid, P. 70,
9, Ibid, P, 74,
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and has power over the End.“lo Thus, Bultmaan coanects
the Hellemnistic writings wiﬁh.tha Scripturs statements,
because he sees the Hellenlstie Christisn Church made
the Church Kerygma up out of the Hellenistie writings,
At this point Bultmann brings the christologicsl
motif inte the Kerygma and says, "At God's side or im
place of God, Jesus Christ appears as Judge of the world;
he represents God, so to say, as His plcnipotentiary."ll
Then Bultmann quotes Acts 17:31, "He has fixed a day om
which he will Jjudge the world in righteousness by that
man whom he has ordained.™ And he give; other scrip-
tural refer;nces-to prove that, "Christ belongs in-the
eschatological Kerygms." Nevertheless, mot only as the
Judge, but also as the Saviour for those who belong to
the Comgregation of the faithful, . The expectatiom of
the menifestation of the Saviour Christ Jesus was, for
Bultmann, so takem for granted, as an item of the Chris-
tian hope, ihat "Saviour” became a title for Christ used

in & formula-like manner.lz The title "the Christ® was

gradually lost and Decame a proper nams and later, im
Latin~speaking Christendom, X(H%“TOS ‘Wwas no longer traas-

lated, but simply transliterated Christus., Bultmann

10, ibid, P. 77
11, Ibid, P. 78.
12, Ibid, P. 79.
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says, "As a title *the Christ* was not understandable to
the Hellenistic world,"13 but merely as a proper name,

| However, the éschatological Judge and Saviour
dJesus Christ is none other than the crucified Jesus of
Nazareth whom God raised from the dad and appointed to
bis eschatological role, therefore, for Bultmann, "the
message 9f the raising or the resurrection of Jesus is
a basic constituent of the Hellenistic Kerygma, as tﬁe §
tradition of 1 Cor., 185:1ff. expressly attests, no matter %
whether any or all of its formulatiom gces back to the |
earliest Church or not."% Thus that God raised him
from the dead is a formula-like traditional statement,
and as such, a constituent of a more or less crystallized
creedal statement,

The same thing 1s shown by the predictions put

into Jesus' mouth in Mark (amd alsc in Matthew and Luks )
which carry back the Hellenistic Kerygma into the preach-
ing of Jesus. The focsl point in the sermons of Acts,
is the Kerygma of Christ's death and resurrection (and
exaltation), This means to Bultmann that this pattern
of the Christologicel Kerygma is schematized by the

Church,.l® As a more exact and stable formula thus grew

13, Ibid, P. 80,
14, Ibids
15, Ibid, P. 83,
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out of the Kerygma and gradually crystallized into creeéaJ
Tor Bultmann, the development of the formulation of
Kerygma came to the literary form: Gosﬁel. Its oldest
exemplification is the Gospel of Mark. Bultmann gives
the stages in the dsvelopment of the Gospel: "1, The
germ=cell is the‘KBrygma of the death and resurrection
of Jesus, so that the GOSpels have been rightly called
‘passion-narratives®,.... 2, The brief Kerygma of thé
ﬁassion.and'Easter requlred fuller visualization, as 1
Cor. 11:25~25 and 15:3-~7 show,.es 3. The Christian ™Sac-
raments™ had to be accouated for in the 1ife of Jesus,
the caritically worshiped Lord. 4. A visualization of
what Jesus had done was also indispensable, since his
life considered divipe, served as proof of his authority,
ses Do Probably the apophthegms (i.e, short stories
whose point.is a saying of Jesus and which in part also
report miracles, like Mk, 3:1-6, 22-30 etc.) alsc stood
in the service of this visualization.... 6. The reason
that sayiggs_of'the Iord ... from the Christoclogical
Kerygma, came more and more %o be taken up into ™he
Gospel" is that missionary preaching continued.;.. 7
Finglly both the moral exhortations and the regulations
of the Congregation had te be accounted for in the life

and words of .’F‘esus.“l6

156, Ibid, P. 85
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For Bultmann, the Gospel "evangel® is symonymous

with the message or "Kerygma™ and in his opinion the term

‘®syvangel" is used as the technical expressiomn for the 7.0

Christian proclamation in Hellenistic Christianiiy.
Therefore, acceptance of the Gospel means acceptance of
the message and is called ~TicT1S (faith and belief) or
TicTel eV (to believing or having faith). Thus,
for Bultmann, faith is fhe acceptance of the-Kerygma and
the Kerygma is the objectAof faith, This semantic de-
velopment was prepared for by the missionary activity,
because in missionary activity faith comes to be com~-
ceived of as conversion to a mew religion tkhat is beipg
preachsdQ
For Bultmann, there is difference or a develop-—
ment of the "Faith"™ of the Hellenistic Church from the
earliest Church. The faith of the earliest Church was
faith as a personal relation to God but this changed to
faith as a personal relationship to ths person of Christ,
or faith in Christ.
b. Church Coansciousness
The questidn of the concept of the Church is

decisive, Does the salvation proclaimed by the Chris-
tisn message mean only the salvation of the individual,
the release of the individual soul from the contamina=-
tion of sin and from snf:ering and death? Or does it

mean salvation for the whole fellowship of God's people
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intc which the individual is incorporated? Bultmann
says, "The fact that the earliest Church in its mission
simply took the latter for granted essentially differ-
entiate it from the propaganda of other oriental relig-
ions of redempition; and, viewed historically, therein
lies a basic reason for Christisanity's triumph over
them,"” and he says further, "In Christianity, the indie
viduzl believer stands withim the Congregation, and the
individual Congregations are joinsed togethsr into one
Congregation ~-= the Church."i?. |

Bultmann explains ths meaning of the terminology

"ecclesia”™ so that 1t denotes not the individusl Church

at all, but the "people of God", the fellowship of the
chosen at the end of days, and hs says, "This was the

usage not oanly in the earliest Church but also ian Hellen~
istic Christianity, "® and the individusl Church before
long was called "ecclesla™ im the Hellenistie Churcha,

the idea being that the individusl Church was the mani-
féstation of the one Church, Bulilmann states that the
reasons why & Chuxch consciéusness quickly developed in
Hellenistic Christianity were: the efforts of Faul, the
fact that Helleaistic Christianity in part grew out of
Hellenisﬁic synagogues, aand the fact that the 01d Testaw-
ment had been transmitted to them as a holy book., Thesse

motives all worked together toward creating, in the

I7. Ibvia, P. 93.
18, Ibid,
19, Ibid, P. $7.
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Christian Congregation, a consciousness of solidarity
with Israel and its history. But Bultmann dsnies the
continuity of the 0ld Testament history into the New
Testament and says, ®the relation of the Church te Israel's
history is a pecuﬂariy paradoxical one because the course
of events from Jacob-Israsl down to the present 1is not a
continuous history but one broken by the eschatological
cccurence in Christ®, and he continues, "the eschatolog-
ical Congregation is not simply the historical successor
and heir of the empirical Israsl of history but the heir
of” the ideal Israel... which, in point of fact, it never
| actually was."® Bultmann rejects the realizatiom of
election imr history and points to the sschatologicsal
Congregation in the future, If it came into realization,
then it was omly in expectation, like Abraham, in a
strong faith, Hcwever, Bultmann states oa the conirary
that in contrast with historical Israel, this eschatolog=-
ical break in history, does not mean discontipuity in the
history of Salvatior but precisely the opposite ~- con-
tinuity. This contrast is the paradoxical relation of
the Christian Congregetionm concept of the new -covenant,
Church-consciousaess includes, for Bultmann, a
consclousness of separatemess and delimitation from the

worid seen in the fact, believers are called "the chosen™,

19, Ibid, P. 97.




~-60-

"the called™, "the saints", "the sanctified" or "called
salnts™, etce Eultmann defines the separateness as self-
exclusion from non-Christiam cults of every sort, and .
delimitation from the world as the sphere of moral ua-
cleaness and sin. The Congregation is ths hbly temple
of God, it is the spiritual house of God. .Tha eschatol=-
ogical Copmgregaticn really no longer belongs to this per-~
ishing world, For Bultmann, this expression is the para-
dox of the Christian situation. EHe brings the Hellea-
jstic escebicism =- food =- asceticism and sexual ascete
ism, and repunciation of property -- into Paul's teache
ings in the New Testament, Both are identified together
by Bultmann as reflections of the imminent end of this.
worlde |

The Ghnrchﬁcoﬁsciousness and the Consciousness
of eschatological delimitation from the world are termed
a dualistic view by Bultmann, This is tkhe eschatologi-
cal dualism of Jewish tradition. But still further a
possibility existed that the eschatological comscious=-
ness of delimitetion from the world might mingle with or
even be replaced by another motif, namely, Stoic ideas---
the Stoicts battle against "desire" and his exhortation
to "renounce™, etc. Furthefmore, Bultmann says, "the
motifs of Gnostic dualism could operate on Christian
thinking even in conjunction with Stoic ideas, since

for both Stoicism and Gnosticism, the sphere of flesh
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and sensuality is degraded, although the Spirit, which
is the opposite of sensuality, is differently conceived
by the two."2® Thus, Hellenistic Christisnity is the
proeduct of Syncreticism. He mzkes his great emphasis on
this matter when éonsidering the Fourth Gospel, and says,
"actually the FOQrth_Gospel‘s consciocusness of Church
unity is fnfluemced by Gnosticism."?92 Nevertheless he
recognizes that Gnosticism lacks the specific character-
istic¢s of Church-~conscicusness,

c. The Church's Relation to Judaism and the 014

@

Testament. |

The next problem which arises is: how will the
problem of the Church's relstion to Judaism be solved =-
a problem arising from its consciousness of being the
true Israel -- and how.will the authority of the 01d
Testament be understood?

The relation of Hellenistic Christianity to
the form of Jewish Christianity reﬁresented by the earl-
iest Church in Palestine is ths relation.between.Torah»
enthusiasts =« the so-called Judeizers == and Torah-free
Gentile Christianity as represeated by Barnabas and Paul.

The Hellenistic Christian Congregation had
grovn out of the synagogue and a debate with Judaism

itself was therefore necessary. According to Bultmann,

20, Ibid, P. 107.

 20a. Ibid,
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then twe things will be found in the 0ld Testament:
ethical instructien and predictions of Christ, and
Christian salvation. c¢. The Epistle to the Hebrews.

For it the 0ld Testament, as a whole,is a predictiom

of Christ and his work. But the author's chief interest
is, for Bultmann, the interpretation of the 01d Testa-
ment cult, and he insists that the allegorical method

is used in tﬁe interpretation of this. d. I Clement.
This letter was written in 95 or 96 A.D. from the Church
at Rome to the Corinthians. Its author claims that the
0ld Testament is a Christian book. e, Ptolemy to Flora.
This is a letter written by Ptolemy (140-160 in Rome )

to & lady to ipstruct her in the right understandingﬂor
the 0,T. Law. According to it, there are three parts:
the legislation of God, the legislation of Moses, and
the decrees of the elders. And the law of God is divi--
ded into three: 1. the pure and perrect moral law - the
decalogue; 2. the law mixed with evil which Jesus a-
bolished; 3. the ceremonial law. Nevertheless, the god
who gave this three-fold law is not the highest God,
but a being standing between Him and the devil; this
middle-god is not to be called "perfect™, though he

is to be called "righteous." £, Justin Martyr. The
Apologete Justin (ca. 100-165 A.D,) deals with the
pfoblam of the O.T. in a way that 1ater became the
typicel method of the Church. He divides the 0,T. Law

into three parts: 1. The eternal moral law.




64

2. The Prediction of Christ. 3. The Cultic and Cere-
monial Law in its original and still valid sense.
From these possibilities, Bultmann draws the

resulting pilcture which follows:zl

8, The 01ld Testament Law is regarded as abolished
s0 far as it contains cultic-ritual demands. |

b. The 014 Testament in its entire extent is gen-
erally regarded as a book of predictions, which in Christ
are partly already fulfilled, and partly proceeding toward
fulfillment, For Bultmann, the method of interpretation
of the 0.,T. used is allegorical. In Bultmann's opinion
these conclusions were taken over from Judalsm, esbecially
from its Hellemistic branch, which in turn had taken it
over from Greek Hellenism, where, especially among the
Stoics, it had been developed as a method of interpreting
the old mythology amd the old pcets, such as Homer.

¢ce So far as the 0ld Testament contains ethical
Commandments or permits such to be read out of it by the
help of allegory, its authority remains uncontested and
valid =-- éxcept in radical Gnosticism.

Though the forgiving grace of God,in view of

Christ, is more certain than the Jewish Q. T, trust, still

this does not mean there was any fundamental difference

from the 0,T. and Judaisam until the relation between God's

- 21, Ibid, P. 114-118
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demand and the grace of God was defined anew. Bultmann
concludes that the Paulins doctrine of justification by
faith alone was that which finallyﬁal:?ee difference be-
tween them.
de Lord and Son of God

In the Christian worship iIn Hellenistic Chrise
tianity there was neither.sacrifice nor priest, nor was 3
worship bound to holy places or times in a cultic manmer.

The "word", both the preached word and the word

of prayer and.song; was the main element in the Syna-
gogue services, The preaching consisted in the exegesis

of words of Scripture and the reading of a passage from

= LT

the 01d Testament. But probably, Bultmann mentions,apos-
tolic writings and gospels along with Jewish apocalypse
early everywhere, took the place of the 0ld Testament or
supplemented it,

The act and attitude of worship in the Christian
Congregation, according to Bultmann, does not first sum=-
mon the deity before He is there, but rests upon God's
beirg already present, He is present in the Splrit by
which the Congregation is coascious of being sustained,
and with which its speakers feel themselves fillesd. Bubt
He is also present in the word of Scripture when it is
read.

The deity whose presence is believed and ex-

.periemced in the congregational gatheripng is the one



true God. But Christ too has become a cultically worshiped
figure, and, Bultmann says, "This is the distinctive fea=-
ture of the eschatological céngregation in Hellenistic
Christianity, for in it for the first time Jesus Christ
figures not only as the eschatological Saviour but also
es the cultically worshiped 'Lord'".22 For Bultmann the
titles "Son of God'™ and "Christ" were dying out in Hel-
lenistic Christianity and the title "Kyrios," Lord was
appearing in the congregations, This title WKyrios",
Bultmann claims, as aepplied to Jesus, is not derived from
IXX, rather is derived from the religious terminology of
| Hellenism -- oriental Hellenism -- 1n which Kyrios was
the Greek translation of typical terms which were wide-
spread in Egypt, Asia Minmor, and especially in Syria,
which is the land of origin of the term "the Lord" as
ﬁsed absolntely.za 4

In Christianity, the title "Kyrios™ 1is used as
an exorcistic formula and this was done in Hellenistic
Christisnity. The pame "Son of God™ also occurs in ex=
orcistic formulas as e cultically worshiped figure,
Bultmann means to say: "The title ‘'Kyrios' was first

conferred upon Christ in the Hellenistic Chur ch, 24

28, 1bid, Pe. 124
23, 1bid
24, Ibid, P. 128
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And he seays about the "Son of God" that it was Q%Sﬁ%??
by Hellenistic-Jewish Christians through the missionary
message, which originally denoted the messianic kings,
Now 1ts meaning changsd to the divinity of Christ, his
divine nature. Even so, the meaning Bultmann gives of
the divinity of Christ,®Son of God" is not that of New
Testament. He attempts through a Hellenistic way of
thinking, to give several variations. One of the vari-
ation, an inheritance from Greek tradition, applied the
mythological idea of being begotten by a god, to man,
The Hellenistic period knows a whole series of such
"divine men", who claimed to be sons of god, and some of
whom.were'aiso cultically worshiped, He, the divine son,
is paradoxically the divine appearing in human form, and
_the content of his life is marked by miracles, Another
variation was the conception of divine sonship as an in-
heritance from old oriental mytholqu: the son-divines
were worshiped as saviours who had suffered the human
fate of death but had risen again from death. Another
figure was the "Redeemer™ in the Gnostic myth, a divine
being who should become man and suffer a human fate,

For Bultmann, the Gentile-Christian conception
'of Christ as Son of God im influenced by different itra=

ditions, therefore, hs applies the above variations to

the New Testament usages of the title "Son of God".

-
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The SynopﬁicAGospels represent the first type
and they picture Jesus as the Son of God who reveals his
divine power and authority through his miracles. This
is the way of thinking determined by Jewish tradition.
But also the mythological conception of a divine son,
according Bultmann, was taken over by Jewish Hellenism
im Egyﬁt and transferred to the devout men of the 0ld
Testament. Therefore, naturally, early im Hellemistic
Christianity the legend sprang up that Jesus was begotten
by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:20) or by the "Power of the
Most High" (Lk., 1:35) and was born of a virgin. The
virgin bifth was undérstood by the second type of thinke
ing, namely, that Christ was the pre-existent Son of God
becoms man, The Son of God figure of the third type,
. for Bultmann, was Gnostic thinking, The Son=divinity of
Gnosticism was independently developed in mythologies
and in religions -- philosophical speculations like those
of Philo, whose cosmic Logos was the "Son" of God, and
like the Hermetic writings. for Bultﬁann, the titles
"Lord" and "Son of God" are ldentified with the mytholog-
ical terms which were used, either in the oriental mytho-
logy-or in the Gmostic mythologies and religious-philo=-
"sophical speculations. In other words, Jesus became the
Son of God by the syncretistic preachers of the Christian

any
congregations and God did not beccme man inﬁsupernatural

wWaye
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é S e. The Sacraments

j; In the worship of the Congregation, the Lord

 ? i ' : Jesus Christ is present. An individual gets into the
’e Congregation through baptism and in this way he enters

into relationship with the Lord. For Bultman it is

self-evident that baptism is the indispensable comndition
for admission to the Congregation and for participation
;f_'. in salvation, though for the Reformed faith it is onlﬁ a
5 means of Grace.

In earliest Christianity the sacrement was a

miracle working rite, but,according to Bultmann, as it

{£L§' w7 " became less understandable it was eliminated by the Hel-
= lenistic Church, though Gnostic sects still practiced

it for a while. Its significance for him is that Paul ‘
. mentions the custom without any criticism,but he inter=-

prets the mode of thought behind it as Paul's own and

as earliest Christian thought 1n general. Bultmann

mentions four interpretations of the sacrament of bap=
tism -- purification, sealing by the Name "Lord", be-
stowal of the Spirit, and partiecipation in the death and

resurrection of Christ. The last interpretation origi-
ﬁ}F' nated for Bultmann, in the Hellenistic Church and should

"be explained as a Hellenistically understood imitation=

sacrament, Such an interpretaticn is foreign to Old-
Testament-Jewish thinking. Baptism is interpreted as
- mystery by Paul, and 1ts effect 1s called re~birth.




—70-
For Bultmann this mystery interpretation of baptism is to
be seen in the statemenﬁs of Ignatius Eph. 18:2: Barne
6:11; Justin Ap. 66:1; and in Justin Dial., 39:2,%°

The mystery interpretation of baptism introduces
the decisive point: The Christian imitation sacrament of
baptism was given a relationship to Jesus! death and resur-
rection - i.,e., to the occurrence of salvation -~ this
was not original. Bultmann compares this idea with the
other sources, Ignatius and Barnabas, etc,, who developed
the idea that ™water"™ (baptism) and "the cross"™ belong
together. The'first.interpretétion, according'them,
brought with 1t a danger of a Hellenrnistic,sacramental,
magical interpretation. But Bultmann chooses it and
_ understands the sacrament as an actualization, here and
- now, of the occurrence of salvation, He favors later=
preting it existentially.

In Hellenistic Christianity the Lord's Supper,
like baptism, is understood as a sacrament in the sense
of the mystery religions, Bultmann thinks that the spe=
cific ldea of mystery about the communion does not come
from the sacramental mesl, but 1s a wide-spread idea in
primitive and classic cults, This cultic idea of communion
" is used by Paul. Bultmann tries to prove this from Pault's
saying in 1 Cor. 10:21)"ye cannot drink the cup of the
Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partekers of

the Lordt's table, and of the table of devils." He

25, Ibid, P. 142-3
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interprets it "he (Paul) contrasts the cup and table of
the Lord with heathen sacrificial meals: as these make
the partakers partners (or communicants) with demons,
the Lord*s Supper brings about *'Communion' (or partner=
ship) with the Lorde...."2® 1In this comparison, Paul
accepted the idea of mystery, "Partner with demons" from
the heathen cults, When the death of the Kyrios:- is
attributed to Jesus' last supper, it is specified as the
real function of the cultiec meal,

Like in baptism, Bultmann introduces other in-
terpretations in the Lord's Supper and maintains that
such inteipretations were adopted into the liturgy. The
Tordts Supper was conceived in analogy to Hellemnistic
meporial-ceremonies., Another development was the divorce
of the sacreamental meal from an actual regular meal.
According to Bultmann, the earliest witness to the sacra=-
ment of the lLord's Supper is Paul, and he found it al-
ready present in Hellenistic Christianity. The Lord's
Supper was not a really cultic cermony originally, but
the meal was a bond and expression of fellowship in keep-
ing with the tradition of Judaism and of the historical

Jesus himself. Thls meal has been transformed into a

" sacramental celebretion in Hellenistic Christianitye.

Therefore, Paul is named as the earliest witness to the

sacrament of the Lordt's Supper,

26, Ibid, P. 148
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fe The Spirit

According to Bultmann, Pneume-Spirit is the mir-
aculous divine power that stands in absolute contrast
to all that is humen. The menifestations of the Spirit
in a mant®s conduct are that which is extraordinary, mys-
terlous or terrifying, mighty, and which seems not to
come from merely humsg capabilities and powers. The
concept of Pneuma 1s then the miraculous -- insofar as
that takes place in the sphere of human life =-- either
in what men do or in what is done to them. The bestowal
of the spirt 1s an eschatological gift and its coming
into effect in the Church is an eschatological event.

Over against these concepts relating to the
Spirit, Bultmann thinks, Pneuma"fan independent agent,
a personal power in animistic thinking, on.one hand, an
imperscnal force in dynamistic thicking on the other
hand, The former concéption is that of the 0ld Testa=-
ment and Judaism, The latter is apparently present in
0oTey but 1t is characteristic of the Hellenistic world.
Nevertheless, the typical "pneumatic®™ in Helleniam is
the "divine man", who is of higher né.ture than ordinary
morté.ls, filled-with mysterious, divine power, which

. makes him capable of miraculous insights and deeds.

The power iIn him means the pneuma which is dynamically
understood in early Christianity, for Bultmann,

For Bultmann, Pneuma is understood in a double

s B
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'éééﬁ' sense: "On the ome hand, it is the power conferred in

3 5 baptism which makes the Christian a Christian =- a power
which is already 1n the present takes him out of this
perishing world and *seals' him for the one to comes On

the other hand, it is the ﬁower given now and again for

f;: Vg the occasion to the Christian, enabling him to accomplish
" a7

k]

extraordinary things. However, how will an under=
standing of existence, founded and upheld by the eschatole
cgical divine power of the Spirit, develop? Bultmann

thus presents the problem of delimitation from the world
"and of eschatological dualism, He says, "If the activ=~
ity of the Spirit is seen in special deeds of power which
are regarded as unambiguous signs of Spirit endowment,
the existence of a Christian is in danger of being con-
ceived as that of a Hellenistic *divine man® and the es=-
chatological history of salvation comes to be regarded
in the light of edifying legend...but which shows its
full consequences in the apocryphal acts of the apostles,
But if, instead, the real essence of Christian existence
is held to lie in subjective emotional experiences and

the activity of the Spirit accordingly to be the pro-

ducing of emotional experiences, then an individualistic

 F - sort of Spirit-epdowment will arise which may, of course,
o also express 1tself in deeds of power, but culminates
:-h : in ecstacy. Then the Spirit will no longer be understood

27, 1bid, P. 162
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as the gift conferred upon the Church rather, eschatol=-

ogical de-secularization will be interpreted in terms
of mysticism."as
g. Gnostic Liotifs

Bultmann considers that in the Hellenistic
world it was a historical necessity that the Gospel
should be translated into the terminology with which
that world was familiar, which was Gnostic terminologye.
He says, there were differences and rejections, but
sometimes Christianity and Gnosticism combines, ™"On
the whole one could be tempted to term Hellenistie

Christianity a syncretistic structure."zg

?or Bultmana
the only reasonable objection to the sﬁncretistic struc-
ture of the Hellenistic Christianity is that it is not
just,a conglomerate of heterogeneous materials, To ane
swer this problem Bultmann raised the following situae
tions and the issues arising therefrom,

(1) For Christiaen Missions, the Gnostic movement

was é cbmpetitor of the most serious and dangerous sort
because of the far-reaching relatedness between them,
The,Essence of Gmosticism is a new uanderstanding of man
anod the world; its mythology is only the expression of
this understanding. In the 0,T, the world had been
home for man as Bodrs creation, but the utter difference

of human existence from all worldly existence was recoge

nized for the first time in Gnosticism and Christianity.

28, 1Ibid, P. 1605
oqQ. . P. 184
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The world is a prison to man in Gnostic thought, and
this idea is expressed in Paul's and John's writings for
Bultmann., To know of the heavenly origin of onet's self,
of one's world-foreignness,and of the way of redemption

out of this world -- that is the definite "knowledge",

- the Gnosis, whioch gave the Gnostic movement its nama.-

Since the world structure was made by the demonic powers,
it is necessary that redemption comes from the heavenly
world, A light-person sent by the highest god, the son

and "imgge™ of the most high, therefore comes down from

- the light-world bringing Gnosis.

According to Bultmann, the Gnostic movement took
a concrete form in certain baptizing sects in the region
of the Jordan. The movement evidently atﬁached itself
to local cults in the near Fast, and in a syncretistic
process'melted together with‘them into the form of mys=
tery~Congregation; In this manner the mowement also crept
into Christian Congregations. But the effect of Gnostie
cism extended beyond the circle of religious groups: its
ideas also spread into the Hellenistic religions philose
phy of neo-platonism,.

(2) If Christian preaching remained true to the tra=
dition of the 0,T. and,fudaism and of the earliest Church,
definite contrasts between it and Gnosticism must be
straightway apparent, The Christian message did by and
large hold to the idea that the world is the creation of
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the one true God, and hence that the creator-God and the
redeemer-God are ons,

(3) Gnosticism is only dealt with so far as it is a
phenomenanwithin Christianity. The Gnostics considered
themselves Christians teaching a Christian wisdom, and
that is the way they appeared to the Churches, Hellen-
istic Christianity was in the maelstrom of the syncre-
tistic process., At first, Gnosticism probably penetrated
into the Christian congregations mostly through the me=~
dium of a Hellenistic Judaism that was itself in the
grip of syncreticism, The Syncreticism of Hellenistiec
Christianity 1s,ih other words, Jewlsh Christian Gnos=-
ticism. Hence, Bultmann insists, Gnosticism could not

be regarded as a heathen falth, but as a form of Chris-

4, In what manner then did Gnostic thought, myth,
and terminology influence Christian thinking and contri-
bute to the development of Christian theological language?
This question naturaily arises for Bultmann since he be=
lieves Gnosticism is a form of Christianity and considers
their Interrelationship so intimate., DBultmann answers
the above question:

(a) By further developing the concept of eschatolog-
ical duelism or by further developing cosmological think-

ing in a more consistant way. It is Gnostic language

- when Satan is called "the god of this world" (II Cor. 4:4),




T
"the :ruler of this world" (J . 12:31), "the prince of
the power of the air" (Eph, 2:2). Both inmame and meane
ing "the rulers this age"™, who brought *the Lord of
glory to the cross (1 Cor. 2:6.8), are figures of Gnos=-
tic Mythology. Aside from the terms for mythological
figures, the terminology in which dualism is expressed
shows extensive Gnostic influence,

(b) Gnestic mythology lies bshind the allusion to
the fall of creation in Rom., 8:20ff. According to it,
creation "was subjected to futillty™ and had fallen into
bondage to decay,"3° under which it.groans in expecta=-
tion of release, For Bultmann Rom. 5:12 ff. interprets
Adam®s fall quite in keeping with Gnosticism when it
speaks of Adam bringing sin and death upon mankind., The
contrast Psychic-pneumatic in i Cor. 15:21, 44-49, to
designate two basically different classes of men, is an
especially clear indication that Paults anthropological

concepts had already been formed under the influence of

Gnosticism, because for him this contrast can be explained

neither by Greek usage nor from 0.T., but only from Gnos-
tic anthropology. Thus, Bultmann says, "Gnostic mythol-
ogy serves to0 characterize mants situation in the world

as a life which by its origin is destined for destruc-

tion, a life that is prone to be ruled by demon's powers."cl

30, Ibid, Pe 174
él. Ibid.
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(c) In Gnostic concepts, the Redeemer appears in the
historj of salvation as a cosmic figure, the pre-existent
divine belng, son of the Father, who came down from
heaven and assumed human form,and who, after his activity
on earth was exalted to heavenly glory and ywrésted SOV
ereignty over the spirit—powers to himself. In other
words, thié Gnostic Conception of the Redgemcr, for Bult-
mann, was adopted by Paul in Phil., 2:6-11; Eph. 4:8-10;
and also is found in Hebrews.

(d) For believers the cosmic triumph of Christ means
emanéipation from the demonie world-rulers, sin and death.
The Gnostic idea is utilized in this connection,

(e} Bultmann interprets Paul's use of the term, "body

- of Christ®, (Rom. 12:4: 1 Cor. 12:12-27, 6:15-17) by the

Gnostic term fbody"™ in order to explain the 1nnef unity
of believers ﬁith each other and with the Redeemer, and
this very materially determines the development of the
Church=-concept for him, According to Bultmenn, the
*body" concept in Colossians (1:15-20) is apparently
érigiﬁally of a mythological or cosmoiogic&l nature. He
sees the same in Hermas (II4, 1). The Gnostiec motif is

used when the virgins, who are building the tower of the

~ Church are called "holy spirits" and "powers of the Son

of God" (IX13,2)s Also, in Ignatius, the Gnostic myth
influenced the view of the Church: The Church is the

. body of Christ (Sm. 1:2); he is its head (Tr. 11:2)



g

(f) Conversion from polytheism to faith in the one
true God was called, "to come to knowledge of the truth™
--=-which Bultmann cells emancipating knowledge -- and '
was common in.Christianity and Gnosticism., This he says,
"the" Christian preacher could say in Gnostiec terminology.“32
He clajms that Christien and Gnostic zeal for "knowledge™ ‘
united. Paul, also regards the Gnostic terminélogy as the
appropriate form of expression for the Christian undei—
standing of experience, and he is just as proud of his
liberty and esuthority as the Gnostics are (1 Cor. 9:1-23).

(g) Bultmann asserts that the Gnostic myth and term-
inology offered the possibility of elucidating the eschate
ological occurence as one inaugurated by the history of
Jesus Christ, and now at work in the present and in pro=
cess of consummstion, and the possibility of comprehend-
ing the Church and the individual as placed in the ground
context of a process of disaster and salvation.

"Gnosticism's intent 1s such an understanding of

one's.self; thet is whet comes to expression in the "Gnostic
consciousness of 'liberty! and 'authority'"°33 But the
iuestion is whether or not the paradoxical character of
"liberty" is recognized. TFor Bultmann, liberty is under=-
getcod as liberty only if this state 1s kept in existence

by an ever-repeated responsible decision, because of the

32, 1bid, P. 180
%5, Ibid, P. 182
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fact thet the possibility of being sarkikos (a man de=-
termined by flesh), in accord with genuine existence in
true history, continues to exist,

Failure to recognize the reallity .of human exis-
tence in actuel history involves a non-paradoxical mis-
understanding of onet's possession of the Spirit and of
the liberty it brings, and this misunderstanding carries
with 1t the surrender of the idea of creation, |

7 This Gnostic failure to reccgnize the human ex-
istence as fulfilling 1tself in one's actual history leads
also to a pon-historical interpretation of the "kinship“
idea, It is significant that Gnosticism tends to produce
an individualistic type of mysticism, in which the re-
demption, the ascent of the Self, is anticipated ln medi=-

tation and ecstacy."34

34, Primitive Christianity, P. 171




A e

———tm i -

b T b ] AATIY TES AT iYLk
AL Ea Y (.L Guit, AnD =010 N

and, taus - bscawme The iounder of

according to Sulumenn, Faul was

philosopuy end the »nherogens O
en egrly age. ‘Trhus, Faul's rell

=5
__l
"_‘.
CD
1=
(@]
[4))
O
o’
3
ct
Fx
[
('
ck
=y
(]
Q
=
O
Gu
} I
Q
Wy
"
l_l-
o
(§¥]
[§]

- 31 -

wn

Syrncr ETL



w B

regerd tne cruciried Jesus of Nezareth, wocm the Ieryvgme
asserief to nheve risen Irom tine dead, &8 the exvectsad
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missionary, Barnabas. Faul wes tie advocate of Hellenistic

L2 1
[(]
el
(]
(&)
ct
n
I
o
wd
)
[ )
o
(@]
ci
8
ct
E
\
(]
wn
=
5
t
e
I Ja
tn
{
o
}2e
n
%)
1
(i)




B
RN

s

concerning the traditions of the Jeruselem Church. OF
course, there 1s the inTlusnce of Pelestiniar fradition
concernlig The tistory and rreacining of desus, an

when
asserts uvhat,raul referred to Chu

o’
2
e,
=
m
o
=
m
d.
Q)]
O
!—
Q
=
O
ka
(\
t -
©
e
l__]
S
£
=
ks
h 1]
It
c
l o]
6]
[
{n
l_.l
cl
=
m
C
l . |
O
(5.
&

o
<
I_h
ci
oS
f_lc
cl
653
ck
.-"
m
C
!_.J
)
=
Q
n‘l
I._l
o
2
ct
£
H
@
O
(@)
l-_l
O

G
{ .,
Q
(§]
I-—
m
B
(&N
w
]
cl
)
b2
-
&)
’.__l
O
F..h
o
o
H

nor & furtiier development of it. SBulutmenn aext points out
thet Feul rever adduces eny of the sayinzs of Jesus on the

=]
w
0
v
2
m
@]
iy
el
(
w
[
n
;
4
n
I_.I
O
n
ct
1..!-
w
o
Q
il‘;
;;;-
)
¥
o
cr
C 1]
C
w
i ]
e
(@)
)
13
I N
=
K
f
o
I_

as ths rigihteousness of God parallieled in Jesus'! preaching.
"in releticn to the preschinzg of Jesus, the theoloygy of

vimpn thet Peul bes kls plece witaln Zellerpistic Caristisnity.™”
i | saadS T aeey  avwrd e s -7 crvm - =

he guestion, "Jesus &nd Peul.," 1is the guestion: Jesus and

T S o+ e 3 i i & o A dem A F e TT T =
Eellenistic Caristieniiy. Xaul origipsted in EHsllenistie

! =
=
o)
o]
I_l
(¢x]
(e}

Lo
.
l ot |
(&)
0




w Bl -

Terefore, fox

Bultmenn,

tion betvieen Jdesus and Feul

on the Damascus road,

ris surrendering nis

-y - 0y, [ R R .
d’° -‘..:-E-‘« ‘..;.:..._'.‘_S"UCJ.CE‘;J'

180 2

anthropolc

is 1

5 0 a2l TIEgeus the
R e e i S e B SRAL s
Denr TAYSG g LL HZJL i LUL LY ullT
=y .~ =y I ITiC &7 . T 4T o S
S€econd, 0Ol LD UnGsy 1zli0h 3 Sl A

SuE

01«

thelr rela

5~

is no
that

clel

7

Yad

ol R e | 3
fEeveLE vLun

revelat

tiocn to God.

the decetrine of
of faich, and



L
G 5
~l (& mn
a | ; ST S d O
D i o o ©O o P I w0 g w .w“
g3 Gy CR S T - S S b F &
' » ® o» D n._ ww 2 .n.b .J S o et - ! q. l W D
o o @© B 4 0 @ A M Ye o= ! = ed 130D
B = bl 13 Q L) o~ = ] v N 2 . 3 ) 8
o4 -t (5] U - =1 Q D Q a3 & 3 = bt
S N B 0 E 5 . 5 @
. e S ) (= N ) o L5 W g
Bl (s} ] el il x! & ol @ 1 0 4 _._*
I . ta - 0 S £am e A
wt @ ol af | W 0 U R S B
oo e o O BN & - £y Q <
= 0 ) ) D) O 3] O ] B o L e B
Q IV 5 K | ul -l . e o o
¢+ i T 0o S ) I ‘
W) & | RS} & o 12 By & 8 & &4 %)
1 (O} o Q ey ) 4D o3 | en 5] i3 )
o - Q 1 — =) D ) s 4 o
U] 0] Q in 12 1 <t n 1)) “ = ] 2 ©
© 0] i b (@) n ] 3 [} w 0 0 A U e |
o} = & o o 42 o [0} 7)) N 4 (®)
(8] o o wil ! « b 3] il 0o o el e | 42 [
O "N ¢ 4 " )] i O - ) 2| ES ¢ < i )
i 0 o] 0] Q1 T wy o) 0] I 2 o I ™ S|
ol el W B vl _ & 0] K | —l s & (B I_ ®) o
o Q [6) O £ L= of “ 4+ S «) A | i
(3] It Y] o d Q u «l of by} - o~ 43 ) N
ol Q —l ) ) | v} Sl X 1 R ©) ) zl
) i o n — L4 ¢ 0 ar] 13 3 D i | |
! o) ) I T B S -~ - E PPN 5
A —l 42 0] A 3 B o1 & o O 0 ] ) 0] u
0O n e (o] 2 QO -~ W o D) o 20 I 42 o
w [N - - - ) S o W 3 0 )
@] 2 " ot il ul ()] i o 1l 4 1 i O ¢ - ;mh
! H n ® o w A (w] G-t u) O bl N - O W
al 0 ST A =l D O 0 g4 6g 42 )] J O
4+ i Ul R | G-y D W O~ TR | ;& ) ud W 22 N
n” - = o = i ] £ ) O : LY %)
=l ® _\hu W - w.l»- (h] -] “I...u ) 42 o 4 Q.w 1 ' C d) T
st i P O»ow a0 el e ° I SRS S 0 = o
N > el M & © d H &4 o 04 o] A = 0 )
A & . Mool 0 o~ O J D e &)
- ® el ] N I K 0 3| L 5’ o D n 3 i 4]
. ™ o ]} 3 (@) R §-q O o 49 N 12 & 0] N o L o] Q
i A ) ¥ = 0 o ol ¢ 4 ot W o Y
— o ™1 | (2] 42 (] gy ol o) o e =7y b ' ..cw - .,2 o}
| e} () 0 0) = ol = | of o o o wl - e o3 b )
~ Q 12 ol Kt b 0] ] L (1)} o -l Pt ui st = ¥ D 1) [ z
0 (9] ~ + L o 1)) n 0] b 3 ) = : n o) o
— (0] s © . o Ay £) 0 cl ] ) &4
i O] £ o P o] o 0] n Q 12 Gy ) 2 o = = ]
= o o o O O a O < o] 0 D 0] vl (@} wl 1 o & 2 (0}
off & P £y S ) B I S & S S ot e D o
& (9] o (. o N O o] 1)) I 7 4 P <l 05 TR ] O ‘- ]
Q [T ] ) ol or-| 2 (@] | 4D © 9] ol 12 T
m O Q o o () ()] O ] (O} mn o O G-y 0| L ol o O O d) .
= <2 & BV @ e ] L2 4D A4 & o -l 12 0 42 A D O () Q i) Ad
T i LE il -



1
<
&)
? _ il =
.E_ ww il 0n ) 19 N o i
- : - . s ¥, i {«
D S N () S R oo : S - m 3 « O O 0 o
RIS IR R N B s o o % 45 & P 3 ot
S - o » o = H ol oH T 8 ® O & o I P
a U " a = B - D ood 1 om z Noo@ I 3
4 O 4 o ) E R ) D S
x ..l" = 8] s} I 2 0 of .a.na. D e, _l ! . @v. iy D)
ay D ) o2 D . e ()] - = Q i = ..b. n/~_ .. 1
O P w w0 b O P P - 0 gf , o - r =
= el B I < TR, 4 S A | B = o
i ] " ) ] e iq 51 1] L. 0 R | = e .
£3 R ©) 0 5] ! - 5 | 12 i ) = -| ! ]
] Q i 4 P 0] | %) -~ o 0 .
i 1 w i i) 5] n i U} (] in )] L - ] )
W ) 2 3 W (0] o = U] o * 0
D) 0 . g ) ol + | ~ ) = <l & e | i
P ® D w3 -1 = < e 5] * o i o wu = 0
) @] . ¢ A | =2 = <l o & of o] 5
T o ] (0] ) b ST I ¥ o = i > i ol
£ U ) ©ood ] -1 (@ TR b o~ a0 e 3
o Tpo e w40 M “« O 0 o ey o 3 A
| ..m " o) -} o) 2 ° 1l i = ) 3 153 D]
%) . O - W 0 vl ! =0 30) B D 3 =l O 1)} ) N
S J b | 23 “ cf [ ) D) " ) i b | (&) 0 w
0 m @) 0] ¢! o | = | i S ]
i=1 < T o ) = 42 B 3 w3 o | - .0 ) ) 12 ) 5]
a 2 . = | 0 2 W . ®) 0 o
| -1 7)) D ta P M [®)] " D O -~ = 'S 0]
w3 = ~ o - on ] | ] = | DL D) O 55 i o] r=|
w L 1) = X et )] O i ) o o] n ~ 5 s o
! 5] 4 < 2 - el Ui 1" “ af 5y Wl W )} 1 3 S
0 el Q Q < < Fl (4] ® TS S| e 0 (9] o
e “l < (0] 9] o) e - o A3 i 3 S 9] s 1))
o VRS SRS ol g el ot O g ~— 1 HL a w
o a O S I 12 3 6l ~ 0O 9) ] o i) - ) ON
I EI= B TS BN HNY N N Y W B oy O
3 o QO e s T B o o ) “l b PR o B E L o
) 3 & < g A ®w o~ 1 0 i < 5 =4 < =
il n i 0] W 1 =~ I+ 2 = Q < 1 ~ n ) =i (@] »: 9
o g w T 12 (S & " S - iy
W @) O 4 0 = o m O " in Al Q n L1 ) I S
* <} (@] “ (| L o L o ol 2 ,..m Q e ¢ o . 12 in ) &3 e " o«
) Q £l o D ol A4 o + 3 43 & o By, (8} o .
o P ) S (DI ] 2 L) ¥ 0 & HE| n .0 le1 o]
0 . o Q o & ) P S R 3 a0 w l] ol
Q 2 = i [V} < < e 2 0 o~ -] (o] = =5 O U] —1 i i % )
~l b <t ) o L B A 0 o) ~] “ o M -] -t
= o 6l o L 4 o 9 g 3 @9 A4 o O
3 Q o ) O = 0} n 0} (@] ()} I o 3 o 9] el
N b ) 2 = < el ¢ 0 W My 0
fe) S ST 1 . N - T . e . ) 2 () >3
-+ &~ 2 n n 0 o] ) 0 4] = I el =5 ) ~ g
. ) (O] £ n G o] | } ol . ) 2y
o TS S © B = S - ) g = g owooqd 0o om0 iy ~oom
(o] O e 0 o ®) 0] 1)) " - g 6] i 9] o -1 o 7y »
0 n { & & 0 T I ol ()] 0 = 4 | i [ @] ® &
ke’ 0] O G D | 42 = = o 1 o el —l b n - o )} =
R WO
eom - prgTrene Fod 3 : :
i a : T A B f 5 Ve fs v ; :




exprerierce of kis - douctiess &r ecsuiesy in tihe sense taat
mysticism uses the word - in wiich fe wes iasfluesnced by
the Hellenistiec-duslistic aerrscracicn of the pody. This
cnaracteristic concept, Tirst woeeilny the physicel wodldy,
comes toO sServe, &5 We [&ve soun, TO Genocts wan's gerson
in the sense thetv having & relationsiip to chne's self
belongs essentielly to peing Lak.

Psycne, Pnsume, end Zce. JIn Rom. 7:22 and 1Y Cox.
L:15 Peul uses M"the inwera man" for the resl selt whiech car
distinguish itself from its sowa-self, end this is derlved
from toe anthropology or Zelleinlstlie duslism. Suluceann
vries to investizale the cther antirovoleczical teris which
raul uses for that real self, remsly, Fsyche (soul), Eneuna

(spirit),end zoce (life;. Ee says, Y"it iz very peculizr
trret Faul is iniluenced in adcitiocn by Guostic usage, with
7

the result That hs usss psycie 1ln a depreciatory sense.”
¥Fsyche is spsciiicelly the nuuen state of & uveing

es a svriving, willing, purposing self. Yet even vhere

psryche is denreclated in contrast to pneucs, it does not

peanr mere enimel 1ife but full huren liZe, tae earthly

life in contruet to superrneturel iife. Yaul uses phsus

in & seuse similier €O Tizy oOf peyene, &ad aeXkes 11T vake tue
“Ivid., . 204, ie eduition 5 C.4. usage, mearing

of" TerE0n,; S5eli.
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his concrete existeance, the intertionality of humen

existerce. For Bulitmann, Psul's concent oi life

i TLRET ZOE neans the liie &3 the

by men, pareaqoxice

subject

ne cean

lite? in some particulor way.

tnese stetexsent

hne belryg o La&an &s a s
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wertal development Trom sin to feith; rather, faith is

decision in regerd to the grace which encountsrys & men
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(1L} The rignteousness of God.

wno has received life., Tnis lifTe is geained by rigahteous-
ness or justiricetlion. JLor bulimann, the salvation, the
formwla Tor liie, is derendent upon @ud conditioned by &
men's rizhteousness. This is ... mwan's new grasp and
"Strictly speeiing, righnteousress 1s the condition forx
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receiving selvsticn or 'lifet? Sut since tais connection

bevween riglhteousness and salvation is so0 close, righieous

derotes the contition for (or tie essence of) salvation,
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unrighteousness of men®” (kom. 1:18). "Grace" has %two

now occurring aci of grece. 2. This act of greaece does
not take the place of God's previous judzment, but is His

grecious desling precisely as tc the Judge. The grace of

'.Jn

God, for bultmann, is not a mode of dealing whicn God has

decided hencefortih to adovt, but is a single deed, God's

dawned, therefore grece mey be spoken of as a versoiied

povier wrich works agelnst the cower of sin. Then ths

5.4 agere conflirms the treatment of M"grace”;
3
"ibld., B 28T
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out Feul speaics of agape &s revewled in a deed, agave at

work, in action. VWien "the love of Carist constraineth

us" (II Cor. 5:14), the love, like grace, is represented

Trhe Givine deecd consists in the Tact tzet God

gave Carist ur to die on the cross; Carist is preached

fore, the gospel can ce calisa the "word of tine cross"
wabling-bleock® (Gal. 5:11) to netursl

el

ci Cunrist &re
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alvaticn~occurrence.
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bound together in ths

The selvatiorn-occurrence, then, includes the death and the

jol

Ge

n

resurrection of Jesus. ‘fat is -~ Peul is intere only

rr the Teect thet Jdesus became man 2nd lived on €&rtTi.

[N

Bultmenn thinks thet Low Jdesus was born or lived intsrested

Jesus' menner of 1ife, nis minlistry, zls personality, his
character play no role &t ell; neither does JsSUS!' LESSaZBeo.
33
Peul is not thipnking of the historicel desus.m Lny
evaluation of the kistorical person Jesus, according to
Bultuern, would te a kate serke (fleshly) view of Christ.
Bow troen cean the salvaticn-occurreice be recoghnized

and experienced by men es tihe desd of grece? Eultienr's

p—— 11 I1mm
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enswer 1is: YPsul descriges Uhrist's desatn
the death of a divinity of tne nystery re

enswer, naturslly, is thiet it 1= an svent God czuses to
occur ©o tue pre-existent son ¢f God. It ssems to take
plece in e "uytilecel spiere outside the realm of Lhuman
experi&;ce."34 Ine resurrecticn,; for him, simply cannot
e &a viglble fact in tne reelm of Luwmen rnistory. ‘the
listing of the witanesses wao ned sgeen him risgen in I Cor.
15:5~8 is only Fauvl's inezginetion of Gnosticizing ovjec-
ticns to velisf, IFaul was only followirg the traditions

which criginated in the earliest Churcn and were widespread
in Hellenistic Christiznity and had vecoize by tact time
crystallized formuletions. Christ's provitiatory dezatl

end vicarious seacrifice is not umerely a sacrifice walch
cancels the gullt of sip, bvut is zlso the means of release
from the powers of tnis age: Lew, Sin, end Deati. rHow

can Cinristt's deztn neve such an efizety Bultomnn's

1~ o W 7o - 44l i- S i e - r M T ] . « 3 T - - -1
he goss evea Turither To classify, "Uorist's death in the
T o - = ) ar s Lot S L i e - S o b s T
categoriecs of the Guostic 1ytn, regerding nis dezth as
unified with nnis incarnztion ané resurrectlon or exelta-
: -
X A R "J) Sy o~ 4= Aty fq AP I R ~ T wr 5
% ClLOUMl. Lne G..ostle wyin, in itsell, contains onLly t.e
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with the Gnositic nyth. Now

thet took vlace once upcn a time in the vast.

Tnen, wihy ¢id raul use the categcries of ths
mysteries end the Guostic myth? "Cscause trhrouzn tThnsa

actually to and for and In man." accordinz to Eultrann,

s . i P - - S m e O~ F 3 mad 3o
there &r¥s TWO eaclts of feliinh or pelief. e fizst is
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stration of the grace of God. The other is & feith which
is self-surrender to the grice of God and which signifies

t b 7 - ] < 7. \ AN g 3 . L i) ~ s o TS
the utter reversal of a men's previous understazund

- = =
himseld —- gpecitficelly, the raediczl surrendcr of ri
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nistory, but in the proclamsitiocn of the word. Consecusently,

in the proclametion Christ nimsell encounters the hearer,

i
]

and the "Wow" in woich tose preached word scunas ifortn is

'\

o0 O

g - -~ o -~ - g -~ e s e B L £ Fim: on,
the Kow of tThe eschatolcgicel occiurrence itself. ine

2

wnich accoste tiie hezrer end compels nim to decide for or

o T {1l ar S o e - B PP T ST S e
fer bultmz=nn, Christ!s pre-existence eand incarnea-
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tion ere definitely or mythologicel rnature, and not an eartaly

ogcurrence, Lut Go€ wes acting in them ana this action of
His took place '"when the Ffulness of vne tlige wes comel

(Gal., L:i)s A4S to the essertion that Chrisi!
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ove, it oust be

O
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is elso his own deel of ouedisncs an
admnitted that the "obedience® sana "love' of the pre-

_€xistent Son are not visible data. However, they are

afffirms when ne believes the pre-sexistence o3 Christ is that

what hes encountered nim is the word or God. 1In the sere

the proclsimed word are ideantical.
in the "word'", the salvation-occurrence is present.
Pzul hacs historized the dewish apocelyptic speculation of

en intermediute messianic reign rreceding the new zeon DY

b
L‘s

conceliving the time of tThe Liessian's relilgn &s the time

as the Liow
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petween Christ's resurrection ana par

in wnich the proclametior is sounding forth.hc Ihe pro-
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@ word 1is the Xeryzice ol the euniorized messen

L1 L

n"gpostles™, ilren, tne proclaimer, the apostle
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beliongs to the eschetological occurrence.




in turn is the foundation of preaching for Bulimann., The
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ecclesia is ambiguous: visibl

as a thing of the world to come. bHut primerily the Church
is meant a&s the "boly of Christ'". Tnis meteaphorical ex-

:1lso takxen by pbultumenn as Gnostic and he says,

-
L))
m

nression
"Paul's Gnostic terwinology Serves TO e€Xpress tne ceapre-
b siﬁe historic comnlesx, instituted by The salvstion-

occurrence, into wiich the individual is

indivicduel is taker intc the "pbody of Christ" by the sacra-

ment of baptism. "In Christ™ is primerily an ecclesiastical
I ula. It means the stete of reving been introduced invo

the "body of Christ" by beptism. But what is the relation

between incorporaticnr into the Church by the sacrament of

=
[

beptism and the dyneiric process in whicn the salvztion-

occurrence continues itself through the procleimed word?

Beptism pleys a suvcrdinate role toathe word. Daptism
certifies participetion in the sslvation-occurrence, the
death and resurrection of Jesus and it &lso brings a man
under the aomination of the Lord. Similarly, in Paul's

conception of the Lord's Supwver mystery ideses unite with hnhis

owr. view of the salvction-occurrence. The perticulzr effect

Toid., . 307
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and now are celebrating it. The additionzl efiect, besides
tnis, is thet of instituting e fellowshiy among the cele-

bul rests upon the act zs &n act of vro-

"Feith" is the condition for tne rsceipt of
"righteousness". Sucikr "feitir is the accsptance of the

W3

Chiristien message.’ Lhe structure of faith prssented by

Bultmann is: (a) Peul understands Faith primerily as obed-

ience. The ecceptance of the messsge in Telth takes the form

the surrender of rnis previous understending of himself.

ituce of Taitn is tue radlical opposite cf the atti-

[
=
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ct
ct

tude of boastinz. For pim, Teith is not an experlerice, 1ot
a state of the soul, rather 1T 1is The coundition for receiving
salvation, (b} Faita is "confession™. This means to him thet
faitn is not piety nor tfust—in—God in geaneral, put it nas

a "dogweitic" cherecter: "the word of faita"™ oxr "the hearing

to say "we know" oxr '"you xnow" mekes en avppessl to & "dozwa" --
a statewent in the kerygme. vliimately "ifeitn' and “know-

ledge’ are identicel a3 2 new understanding of ons's self.
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also "hope". Fa

soul, but points toward the Future. uis "ooop

dom Tor the future and the openness towerd it
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tion of pen's

man oi Ffeltn has turned over his enxiety eabout nirnselfl end
nis future in otedience toc God. {(d; Sucnh Yhoye" has a

peculiar correlative in "Ifeer?,

lives "in tie Tlesh", Le 1s constantly temptsd in Liis

existence. For Bultmenn, "Zxistence in faitn
ment cetween 'ne longer' and 'not yet''™. tho

the deci

w

true Gecision, it rust bs nz=de anew again eand

'Not yet!: givirg up thst which is »part, surr

own care &nd streagth to God.

of tThe kKerygma es that of 2 gzenuine ocefience
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This feitn is the newly cvened way of ssaslvetion.

Here Bultmann considers the doctrine of predestination a2nd
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tologicel occurrence: & belrng crcetbed anev.
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the believer geins 1ife and tnereby 2is ovmn self, This

L zives the bheliever
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freedow, &nd ovens up the Tuture, or eterznal life. Wior
freedom is nothling else tner being open Tor the zeauline
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it -- depending uvron ithe sense in which the demand is undsr-

worldly claims, ‘The Christvicn, the
yet there is a proper subjection o

and the imperetive, "obe ssrvants of

stands -- '"Be servants of cne snothen,

alcne but has the characteristic no
Freedom from the Law and sin is als
believer, caving died witn Christ,

tion.

the wystery religions and Guosticis

el. 5:113) still

the word, man lets the resurrecticn of Carist become the

s life. 4is resurrection-life

bevord podily cdeath, life is a future thing yet to conme,

I6id.; Ps 342

S

7Tbid., pe 345
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Christ brought life for the new wankind; in him it is alrezdy

“

1=

tresent even though 1t will not asctuslize itsslf Tor ine believer

triumphent over suffering., ‘DThrough sufferiang tine belisver
. i . . 50 .
cxperiences tne "fellowshiyp of Lis sufferingst, fFox

the historicel relationszip of Tfollower and mester. It

means the bond with Christ wihich takes place in faitn,
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conceived in tne cocsmological terxinology of Gnosticism,
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= t factuelly a nlisned by the de
i but factuelly accomplisned by the 4

~ o

God, freedom, rightecusness, end life huve their cause and

the glory of God is the ultimete mearnirg and the ultimate
goal.
8. The Tnsclogy cf tahe Gospel of Jonn and the

The nistorical locus of tae Gospel and Lvnistles
of Jdohn rust te considered in comperison with the syrnoptics.
John, for Bultm=zan, is sspearated both from the vroclamstion

of Jesus erd from that of the earliest church. If John




was eacquainted with one or more of the synoptists is doubt-
ful. The miracle stories in this Gospel indicate by their
very style & more advanced stage of Gevelopment vhan that
of the synoptic tredition and their seanings are sympolic
or allegorical.l "ihe result Is & stylistically and his-~

cture from thet depicted

by the synoptics. In the synoptics there ere short dia-
logues bestween Jesus and nis disclules and his opponents
wvnich are Tormuleted as & ccocunter-question or as Tfigurative
sayirgs, tut in Jonn there are extended discourses or dia-

lozues occesioned by the mi

or concepts like "peing torn egzin¥

John Jesus aprears nelither &s the

ticns of the Law nor &s tahe prophet
ing in of the Reign of Goud. Xatherx
own person a&s the kevealer wnom Goed

racles or by

statenents

water'., in

about gues~-

nes sent. The authority

of Jesus as the Scn of Gecd is velng dewmonstrated. The
parables, o0 chsrzcteristic of the synoptic Jesus, are com-

symbolic figures reurssent Jesus eas
Wihile in the syncuptics the




- 120 -

- 5

these are herdly disccvered in John -- the validity of tae

e
o)

Lzw, end the coming or the éelay of the Heign of God are

never discusssd. 9
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reflected in the Gospel of John, its prodlem is the cconflict

is pcssible to trace & line of develovpment from thet of
Peul to the early church through Faul on to Jonn. They

1 15 rewote Irom the
earliest Church ané Paulism is & different worlé from that

o o B ey s : . . .
of John. It is true, however, thet in regard to the

o
current religious etmosnnere rFaul and John nave certein
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is not surprisirg. Beth use thne term "world" in a Quelistic
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the world of men. The entitheses typicael cof dJonn -- "trutn-
= s o Tows s y 5 e ” =i e N o L
falsenhiccd", "light-darkiness" -- gcecur in Feul. ‘the antithes
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However, the Johaanine terminclogy of the hedeemer's
"cordng" end "golng" end Yoeling exalited"™ szre lacwking in Paul.

Faul's charecteristic anthropclogical terminolicy
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from the 0ld Testeawent is ncot found in Jounn: sone and psyche
in the Pauline sense do not occur ir John. Still nmore
important is the fect Thet Peil's terwinoloyy rel
syecifically to the history of salvation is unct enccuntered

in Jonn. Also tne Eelleristic ecclesialozical ternminology

O

is lacking and sc is any reference ve the Yyrious - cult

5 v 1Y ;e a5 R Ty ra AT 2
end secrawcents. MCleerly, then", Bulimenn says, "eounn is

1.0t of the Pauline secrool end is not influsnced by Fuul;

staence thaet exists tetwesn JoLn and Faul in scite of all

s : : ] 3 - ~ 3= 3 = e P ERg 2 me
Tne siailerity in oota of then, 1S TLut the eschatol ogical

Ae 2l s " B g B 4 A ok - . . L. TAEaw s
rede an historicsl occurrernce cxnd he seys, “coth John &rd
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glory (Phil. 2:06 ©f.}, in John the inczrnate Lozos,
2 M 17 3 s — o Eea s e =R
reveels his "gloryY ir kis work on serta -- thoush adr

of Jesus in Jonn is, Tor Buituern, portrayed in the forms
offered by tne Grostic hefeerer-myith. fonn, e concludes,
liveda within the sprere of Quostic-duclistic talinking

the Hevealer and tie "™world" ceannot uncerstend each other;

they do not speai the same lengusge, "oy do ys rot under-

stand my speechy" (John 8:43).
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dudguent would ve wpet 1T deserves, for "the woole wo

3od it is cheracterized, es in Paul, by the term "izis world"

which comes from Lpoocalyptic esciaitology. In this te
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of God. Wozt is then the esseunce of the kos:o0s? ‘The essence
of The kosios 1s darkress, for: "the light hes come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather tosn light"

(Jonn 3:19). Thie means thet men are bliand, blind without

fore, is the compouna of Ireedcm end felsshocod an
vower to whnich the world hes fallen into tonda

then, is in essence existernce in bondege, wnich is of sin

out the "uvrue lignt" is the stete of hevingz cne's existence

illumined, an illumination in end by wiiich a man understands

B eE A ] - EE T i - s Bl i 2= - s
hinself, achieves a seif-uncerstanding wnich onens ur 01s




glze The possibllity of & genuline self-understanding.

't means thet instead of understending himself 2s a
crezture he arrogates to himself a self-sovereignty

that belongs to the Crestor eslone. Wo the guestvion viencse

darxness comes, Bultmanr enswers, "Orly bzscause there is

L

= that which &lone offers the possibility of illumining ome's
- exiszence."g So, being in darikness, the world is simul e usly

in falsehocd. or it is an illusion, nct some immoral coaduct,

but the illusion of & felse self-understanding wnich is

y ' revolt against God, against the "truth®., The basic meaning

of "truth" in John is God's reallty, since God is the

God's very reelity revealing itself -- whkich is occurring

in Jesus, So, "to be of tne truth" is synonymous with "to
be of God" and "to be the world" is ™o be of the devil.”
Tiis means to hinm thet a man is determinsd by nis orizin
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and in each vresent moment doss not heve himself in hand;
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ke hes only one alternative: to exist either Trom God or

from the world. F him God is reality and,world is un-~
reality, and he seys, "The cosmologiesl duslism of

of mankind into two grouws -- those wiho are "of God" or
"ol the devil", "of the truth" or "of the world", "Ifrom

avove" or "from velow' ~- 1is the language of Gnosuic
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dualism, end these two classes are Trom the outset de
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mined € to their essence and their fate by thel
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fes

neture. As in Peul, Jdohn's predestinatory formulations
mean thet the decision of faith is znot 2 cholce between

itilities witnin this world. Ee never hes his security
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in himself, btut alweys in God elone. The couduct of every

man, therefore, corresponds to his origin, te waat he is,

nis essence, 8in is not en occasional evil occurrence;

rether in sin it cowres to light that rwen in ois essence is
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it can live. It hungers =nd troirsts, for it has & will
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e in themselves that this longing is ultinstely
for life itself. Vhen Jesus calls himself the bread an
the water of 1life, ke assumes for Bultnenn, such & pre-
liminary understanding as is eXpressed in nythology.
Jesus is the febled tree of 1if
(I - am'" pessages sre the answer to This guest for life.
The "I" in them is & yredicate nominative, not the subject:
‘the "true bread from nezaven" (6:32) is ne; the "true vine!
(15:1) is he. ‘fhis is, for bultmann, & delusion that
arises from the will to exist wanlch 0y itsell perverts

13
truth into & lie, rerverts the creation into the world.

For instence, whet the Jews call aystery is no genuine

rmystery et all; Tor they reke the other-worldly -- Jdesus'

wyscerious origin in God -~ into a this-worlély thing
L= T - s el edm e ! ) W T T eamm— r 2
vhet 1s subject to their egprovael or disaprroval. Thil

. - - 14 .
is "thelr mytiologizing theology"M. b Ihmerefore, the deus

gre in error rot pscause they ere wisirformed zpout Jesus!
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In myth o’og;cal Tormulation, ¢esus came ¢owan TFrom hsaven
ris conming 1s the Hevelatiorn of the dlvine rezality in ithe

worlid. Fis coming is not &« phencmenon of tie world, a
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the opurpose of his sendGing or coming is given.
#r: A Jesus, accordingly can be called "the Saviour of
= T ' the world" (L:L2, I John L:1i). <or Bultuwann this term is

accorded the Hellernistic title of tre salvetion-orincer

~
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| Jewish and earliest Christian tredition: blessiah; whereas
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the Kyrios-title is completely missing, Other titles
of Jesus in John -~ Llgssiegrn, Christ, Xxing of Israel, Son
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of Gea, end Son of LEn -- sxoress TheT cesus is the escha-




to tihe viord of desus - "ine theme of wihcle ssctiocns {of Johnj

Trhe Offense of tne Incarnation of

Eow does God's Son come into the world¥ Joan says, "lie
vord pecere rlesn'™ (1l:1L) e&s & bumen being. 4his is the

theme of tTn
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Jonn. Yor oultounn, Join

knowis neither the lezend ¢f the Virgin Birtn nor thet of

desus! birtn in betolenewn, The heveuler apgpsers not simply
as a bearer of nuuzn nsture, out &s & definite beirng in
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ienistic sense -- & rer wao hes

mireculous knowledze at his com.=nd &nd doeg 2irzcles. LIn




In Jonn Jesus is taken from tredizion like a divine men

andra symbclic picture. ‘fhe Yomniscience” of Jesus is
therefore rot understood to be his super-cuman avility, but
kis kxnowliedge wnich is transmitted to the velisver. 4gein,
Jesus performs mirecles, but as Ysigns" the mirecles of Jesus
are ambiguous. They point o thé fect that the kevelation

is no worldly occurrence, bui an other-worldly one. They

-

ere pictures and symools, The faitn of the many, wilch resis
upon the mirecles, is no trustworthy feith. dJohn's whole
presentation snhows thet il the mirscles are not urderstocd

es signs, they.are an oifensel” The offense of the assertion,
"the word teceme fiesh®, coues most clesrly to lignt in the

direct contradiction of Jdesus'! cleim. For Bultmeni, then,

"Faith in Jesus, le Teith in the exalted Jesus, but not as

if he were & Leavenly being wno had stripped oif the garment
of earthly-humen existence as the Gnostic kedeewer wes con-

ceived toc do. Rether, the exalted dJesus is at the sawe time
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the earthnly man Jesus; Tae "glori

he who'becanre flesh™. In other words, Jesus' life on earth

does not tecome an iten of the kistorical npast, but constantly

remeins presert reality. The nistcricel fizure of dJesus,
i.e. his humen history, reteins its sigrificence of being

the revelation of his 'glory' end theredby of God's. It is

the eschatologiczal cccurresnce.'™
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ievelation of the Gloxywy.

The unity of
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Himsel:d encouniers mwen i
i8 nothing unus
God encouinters men. In

ncture of tne corncepnt of

Jesus lies eguel dignity

direction, Jdesus spneaks

will of the father and 4

12.1 excevt

nsisted uyon: "I and the Fetrer are one' (10:3C). God

n Jesus Voo is & nen in wnon there
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sses this peradox: in one dAirecticn

Lits with God; in the othsr

end scts only in obedience to the
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0cS notalcy 0Or Nn1s OwWil autTilolluTy. o

1@ i1esurreciion, accoraing to

of selvetion in tue Keryyoz of tie

gonn, tze Geato is subordinated to




& Joan's view of Christ's death,® but forgivemsss of sin,

relecase from sin is promised througn Jdesus'! word, or through

the "truth" medieted oy nis word. Thereior, for Sultmana,

Christ's Qqesth is not a secrificial etconement for sin.

If Jesus'! Geatn on the cross is elreacy zis exalta-
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sy - tion and glorificetiorn, nis resurrection cennot an
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event of specisl significsnce. No resurrection

to destroy utne triuwuph of Geath. & tself is

|-

T The Cross

O

elready triumph over thke world end its ruler. Sultmenn says,
"here is not a word in John or the idea that not uniil the

resurrection end exalteticen arfter nis destn Jesus wes lizde
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way, toe trutn, &na uvie

1ife thet ercounters nen end calls the teliever into life now.

The weorxs oF Jesus are his woids. The true works of Jdesus
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gesus! wurd? WwWonst JesUsS SaW Ol neard Witn the IFctaher he
speexs. DUt Jesus! worde never ccnvey enytiiny specific or
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Just cne thirnz: that the Feuvher sent uil, that he come &8

in litergl serlousncss &s & pre-exisbent divins being who
carie in Lhupen form 1O ezrih To 1eveal unyrscelerited SEcCrets.
Ratner, the mytnologiczal terminclogzy is intended To exyvress
tee ebsolute and decisive sigrificance of als word -- tne

mythologics

o

1 notion of pre-existence is meds To serve tns

idea of tipe Hevelation.® iherefore, tiae evengelist

The title "Logos¥, for culimenn, is not derived

Word". Hor is it derived from Greek philosowiiical tradition

-

logical mysthology whicn elso exercised an influence upon

nd

{0

dudaism, especially upcn Pnilo. In tne Cld Testanment
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Judaistic literature there is a Tfiguve Mlisdom", which is

& pzrallel to John's "Miord". In Grnosticism, which also

logical but azlsc soteriologiczl functicns. ‘“Therefore, it
is within thls sphere that the origin of the Johannine

- - . ‘ - . » 1
Togos lies. In Gnostic mytn, -- which langusge Jonn uses --
the Revelaticn consists of nothing more than the vaxe fect

of it. JTFor even though Gnosticism speaks at length in

cosmogenic &nd soterioslogical speculctions eabout the content
of the Reveiation, tihe decisive taing
fact of keveletion. Tius in John also, "Jesus as the kevealer

God reveals nothing btut tiet he is The risvealer.
Rev tion tihet Jdesus vrings is tie "I - am', "It 1s I" stet
ments. For Bultmenn, "I"™ in these YI" ststements is

not the subject. Ee does not give

£

predicste nowminstive an

content to the kevelation -- i{ is nmystic. but Joan wishes
to understerd this in the sense of nls Hevelatvion-idez.
God beers This revelztion througn Jesus' own works. bBut

these works ere identicel with hils word. The testinony,

therefore, is identicel vwith that wiichh is to be suostantiated.

Jesus does not beer witness to hinself (5:31) and that he

.~




testimony (3:33).

ct
rV
o
'..J
|_l-
U“\
b—a
ct
()
=
-
1
l_l.
0]
p—l
(¢}
<
m
j- |
8y
cl
‘_J
O
o]
]
'_J
o
@
oY)
.
]
j4V)
I
Cv
3
o
=
O
b
W
Q
;h
~
Y
| =]
o
+
()]
m

In his terminclogy John tekes the general Cnristian
usage &8 nis sterting-reint. In it “to believe means the
acceviance of the Christien message. Since Jesus eand his
word are identicel, Lis words cen also te n=med s the object

of faith. dJdust &s ne nhimself is said to be 'received! or

"accepted?, so ere his "words" or Lis 'testiwony". 4 counter-

pert to the identity of Jdesus' word end his perscn is the

by feith in the Listcriczl Jdesus? "It was not Jjust once

uvon & time that tne nevealer wes incornsts —- he Tenelns
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80 Iorever", therefcre, "the role of tTh

poraries cof Jesus is not that they give a certifying

tc the feith of following genereaticns o

Feith is genuine only insofuer es it is a knowing
feith. Yhis is expressed by Jdesus' prouise of knowledge of

the truth to believers il they loyally "ablide" in his word

(8:31). Thet Jesus is the Christ, is b

elieved (11:2

~J

but also known (6:69). Feith end knowledge cannot be dis-
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faith; feith elso cornteains xnowledig --
Knowing 1s a sitructuresl aspect of bpelieving.
Faith as Bschatological Existence.

)

The dexand

or feith is the der

faith itseld

nguished as two stages. Xnowledge cannot cut loose from

knows .,

aiend tinet the world

surreandsr the understandinz it hes nad of iteelf. Feith is
like Peul's corcert, turaing awey from the vl the act
of deseculerizetion, the surrender ol zll seeming security

end every pretense, the wiliingress to

iivs

by the strengtin



R

Kezereth, Trne natural men without feith is offended by

therefore, feitn is victory over the world. In overcomirg g
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In the midst of the worlé ithe veliever is lifted out of

seculer existernce -- though ns i

n
in
o
I ]
l._l
}_l
i
]
(..l.
2N
m
-
Z
O
|
= |
0o

he
is no longer "“oI the world¥™.

Py | ' » The cherecuveristics of the eschatologiecal existence

condition than "freedowm"™. It is eschatologicel. Tae seaue

it is not & realized steve, but alweys

o
[e7)

to pe rselize

£nother way to descrive eschatologlcal existeice 1s CL&T

thhe veilevers are in the Levealer or he in them in suco &
viay they sxre bound togelier irto a unity.
£33 tThese s&ayirss descrive the believer's eschnet-
: ological sxistence witharawn Iros the world. 3ut only in
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gsymoolice way of expressijgtLe Zisten

osorher, X

rl Jagpers critizes Bultmann's endhacis on modern
ran's scientific viewpoint. People in New Testament tirmes,
he says, were not much different from veorle today or any

cther time — nrcnz to cro
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end willinzneses to believe the zbhsurd on the otler.”3

9. The Necessity of the Demythologizetion of the New
Testameat.
For Bultmenn, in his New Testament studies, there
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demons on the other. IMan ig not in conir
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with goecd thouznts and zuide his purroses,

him the supermatural power of Eis Snirit.

mythology serves to cheracterize mang's

world"7 Within this cosmology, the event of

comes the subjisct of New Testament prrezachi:

in the lanzuage of mythologyr, thet the last

core. "In the fulneces of time" God s=2nt To
nre-existent 4divine Eeling, vho aprears =s &
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Eultran::'s idea of this criticism is to savethe Eervzive
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about the Holy Comrunion or baztism. He says, "If we 2¢-

ceot one idea, we must sccent everything which the New

Testament hacs to sary ebout varptism and Eoly Communion - !
And he continues, "If we once start subtractinz from the
Kery-me, wiere ere vwes to draw the line? The rcythical view

of the worldé must be accented or rejected in its entirety."18
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beyond it. ¥yth is also an sxoression of rmen's awsreness
that he ies not lord of his ovm Bbeing. It exvrresses hils

the forces of the unkrom. Finally, mrih exrresses man

controls the world and nan Trugs mvyth wit: its imacery

ik : that this 1s true.

2 ¢. He save, "The New Tesiteoment itself invites this
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Sonetimes humen life is determined by cosmic Torces

an indenendent "I" who makes his own decision.
d. How then ig tre mythology of the Vew Testament

to be reinternreted? This is not the first attemnt to do

so! The Liberel treologians In the ninetzen century were
workinz on thisg tacgk, but 2long the wronzg line, hecause
"they threw awsy not cnly the mytholozy but 2lse the Kerygme
itse1s. 2l

In the lzst itweniy yeers a movement away from

BN

tepnpted in order to bring hack a naive

ot

criticier heg been at

eccertance of the Kerygome. Vet does this mesn for Sult-
menr? Bultmanr capnct glve up thls eritical lsbour:. He

te talen not Irocm modern thought, but from the understand-

int of Lunern existerce...."22

Lecording te Bulinenn, Herneck rediuvced the Xeryome
to & few baslec Drinciples of relipion and etkics, 280 of
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hurern nature, but the sphere of visikls, coxnerete, ter
anC measurable reality, vhich, =2s such, is 2lsc the srhere
of corruption and death.

When 2 nman chooses to live entirely in and for

.= i - - N 1 e = s 11 -
this zzhere, cr vhen he "lives after % .egn, that m=sans

4 in glerying, that way o
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LA | of achigverent. Thls man

this is the w2y in wnich he loses hisg true 1life 2nd becomes

howed to mas-
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T™e grace of God reans the fergiveness of sizn, arnd brings
S e - Fa 1N - b 7 -~ ER 0 ER)
deliversnce from the tosndsze of the pecst. =Zut 2t the game
L s B R P o - - o L} 16 SO P 1 4
| , time faitll means, for Bulimznn, "fturning our Docks on self




and ebancdoning 2ll security",22 which is surrencerine all
our self-confidence, and resolving to trucst in God alone
—— redical self-comrmitment to God. Such a life is the

deliverance from 211 worlédlr, tangible objects

to complete detacihiment from the world and thus to freedor.

a1

This detachment from the world, however, is somethinzg 4iff-

iczl exisience — being 2 "new

crezture', UWhat then does he mean by the "ner creciure"?

'.l-

Bultmenn ansusrs, 'the new life in faitn 1ct a2n assured

g

e

cosgession or endowment, which could lezd onl: to libertl-
Teith is r2t & roseszgsion 2t 211 ... the
never fingl; it needs constant re-

h eitvatione oo It means alavs to

A

—— - ~ = )
" n2s
"not vet", alweys to be vursuing a geoal.
The new life hag & possibility by s»irit in feith.
"Being led by tre Spirit" (Romans €:14) is neot an auto-

natic rrcecess of nature, but the fulfilrent of 2w imper-

stive: "live efter the Sri.it, nct ofter the flesh', Iwn-
rerstive 2nd indicative are ingepareble.
Bultmern's sirvcture of Being hoes teen horrowed
larzelr fro. Heldegser's existentlal Belng. Fe says
25
" Ibid., p. 19.
20 Thide, B« 21,
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of the New Tecstemeant view of human life. PFor hin, the
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in a2 vermarent tensi
future..., and thus alone zchieves his auvtientic Beingz.
Is not that esxectly the New Testament underesiz~dirz of
porn2T

humen 14if

Accoriing to Bultmann, the concepnt of Some stands

has. 2 relation to hinmeelf, and (e¢) ¥Man has two fundarentzl
nossibilities he can be at one with himesel? or he can

- —— 1 ER 1.8 . ER) - s - K -~ “n L7 3]
Heidegzer ¢ teaching thaet man is aluzsys Being-in-thne-world,
1 i S ~r 4 = L -~ F 4l T~ S o~ e S T 5 o R ]

thet he erisits in the szrnse of teirg releted to hinsellf,

theology &8s Johannline Crglisgn — 1iph 204 darlmess, truth
=1 8
ﬁé Ihid., rn. 24,25,
;9 Theelocy of N, T., Vol I, »n.192 -~ 202,
7 Jonhn Haeguarrie, An Hxistenfialliet Theclozmy, n.
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end felsekhood, life anéd death, fresdor and snslavemendt.
This concent also exnresces, Tor Bultmenn, the double Dossi-
bility in men's existence.BO Tnet douable roselbility is
to live from God, or to live from lwumen resourcsg —e fér
ran to be hirxegzlf as the chilé of Ged, or to lose hinzgslt
in the world.
b. The EZvent of Redemntion.
(1) Caristiznity without Christ?
In thellew Testarment fz2ita ie elwe:s f2ith in EGarist.

of Chrict. Feith in the sencse. of obedient self-commitment
ané imireré detechrent from tie world is only »cssikble wien
1t is Telith In Jesus Chyict.

Now ithe »Drovlem is: Cen we rave 2 CGaristisn un-
derstaadling of Eelng without Christi? Eecsuse the event
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Toe fremeworkx of Rudolf Bultresnn's theology of
of the Hew Testement 1s "Demytiologization', nexely the
recogrivion of the elewents of mytholeczy in ths New

i'estament and the intervpretation of the mythology Tty

the existentiael method wiich he adopis frow Heldegger's

W) . ‘
existen ﬂésuzc philosophy.

His extensive Denmyt_..ologizetion has to g0 tack
to the liberal concertT of Jesus end the Gospels i

ne even sadmitted the fundementel concent of Jesus he

would not demythologize the New Testeswernt, out his
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ed To the present form, The contents
of lerkx and the othsr goswnels repressnt not cnly tne
life of Jesus Christ, but, To somxe extent, also the

beliefs of the early Church at the time wnen they were

Wew College, Ozford, B. S. Zaston of tne General

ttac. tie Lipsrel view of
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Christ in nis ook entitled, Das kiesslesgeheinnis in

den ¥vangelien, whica Bultmenn has called '"the 10stT

!_’l

important work in the field of gospel research in The
- U B i 5 .
generstion now peast.” According to Proiessor Stonehouse,

the epproach of wrede, -- who attacked the Liberel view

rather then Listory, end is only relatively superior
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Ne L. SUonenouse, "Hudolf Bultmann's Jesus, "
rFzul Before the Lreovedus, Grand Repids:
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nerdmens, 1957, ». 117.
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eana itheir tTneory oassd upon vhe naturalism of Hegelian

pnilosopny; next to reject Vielsse, the forerunner of the
anprocacn To tne stuay of Tone life of Jesus, toth oy

consciousness end by nis argumsat Ior tue priority cf
eri; and next to reject tne kMercean dypotinesis which was

Gdeveloped especially vy Holtzmann as the two-Gocumentary

inz e religious eveiluweiticn ©f u purely nstural phenomens |

of history or nistoricisw, In tnis Tashion the history

centric Cunristianity wes naturelized and rade into a

religion of nwasn exrerience,
- - ey | S ZTveE s -
ine next outstanoing libersl Iigure, Hernack,
-,}--"‘\; TS e T o

: - . . .
woile efiicwirg the historiecity of the ilsszienic

consclousness, relegated it to ths Lerivrery of




estimete of EHimsell. Fernacx made a distincuvion vetwsen |
the hestier message and the Ezster felitn. 'Mhe Easter |
X message, s msss&xe oI tne enpty tomk and or the podily
2 ; resurrecvion is untrusivorthy, tut its rejsction needs

) ané thet trere 1s
‘ k: HWrete end

ester felth, the Taith that Jesus lives
eternzl litTe.
‘ellneusen tried Lo atuvack el1 oi tThess

BERE Mertin Dibelius, is Y"one literery criticism of tue foras
; in whicn idess, thwoulits, reporis, descriytlous, ete.,
e sTe pessed on oraily Or in writiaw."t They maxe the
Synovntic writers ccllectors end editors, &nd tney still

5 vemein in the liberal circle o criticism. Bultwmann,
: : follcwing efter thern, admites vhet Taoes gospgels eae
v}
ol iy < e T, m. Eeg e o S R . L - _.4*| - o - Ve
not 1o ke taken serlocslr és uwisyvorical records of une
.
life of Christ enc, for him, there is no source of the
3 ciograpny of Jesus at all in the gospels, but primerily
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3 The Xerypme, lhoer

‘j cf nis theolosy O
=

Boltgenn 1

‘ an interpretaticn

‘n;
3 2 -
lnressen,

sfore, becowmes the most imnwortent wert

i the bew Tssteamsut.

neists uron Loth & recoistruciicn end
of wie New Testemsnt end says, "dince
is & docurent of history, suecificelly
Intros to the Mo, ps iz,
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reqgulres egbor of nistorical investigeiion....

thet of recorstruction or tnat of interpretation, thet is

reconstruction of pest nistory or interpretetion of the

3 New Testamert writingss., Neither sexists, of ccurse,
without the otlher, and ticey stend constantly in a

¥ reciprocuel relstion to eaek other.! But his purpose
i; recounstruction is to use it for tune interpretetion
of thz New Testament writinzs under the presupposition
thet tThey heve something 10 say to tie present. The

5 '. recoanstruction of the Xerygrna, Tor him, becomes the most

important vasis upcn wihich to interpret tae New TLsstaament

q wnose deeth end resurrection are the besis of selvation.

1 For Bultmenn the gesiels are expanded legends and their
4 Ty, | " T T o -, e O 2
; messace that of vtre Christ-nytn. There is no witness

sultzene, Fneclogy of h.l., Vol. 2, 1. 251.

How such labor mey be guided by either ocne of two interests
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not the nistoriczl Reformed view, obut is "historicel

skepticlism,"  Dr. Stonehouse decleaxes.

cennot e explsined in terms o unen categories. For

Bultiwenn, all of

reflects thelr distinctive view of Jesus, and that mey

tne comrunity. Toiis process nresun;poses ils negative
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ing to Bulimenn, Jdesus aid "not proclaim aimself &s
7 g
ilessiah," but Jesus Ywas nroclesimed as Liessighn," the

prophet and teacher wes nede Liessiah; '"the indefinite,
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historicel Christ and attested by the eyewitness®or

Jesus! life. The historicel record mey nheve pesn strongly

of what hes been seid of Chrisgt. Of course, the goswels
were written cut of feith end this fsith is thie convictiion

thaet the historicel Crrist is thke Son of Gecd, thet Jesus

()
o

supernaturel person; & heavenly hedeemer came tTo earth
for the salveation of men. The gospels present & suver-
naturel Jesus. "It &dizits of no deupt, and it is not
doubted, tiat su?ernatuﬂc__sL ¢ Christienity is the only
nistoricel Christianity," says warfiéld, "e naturelistic
reconstructors, on the othsr hend, engege thewmselves in

en effort to substitute for tiae Jdesus of the trensmission
ancother Jdesus of tneir ownn, & Jesus vinc will sesi 'netural!
to ther,end vwill work in 'nsturelly!' with toelir naturelistic
- there were

Dr. haczen also declared,supsrnatural

elements in tihe gosvels zand seys, "critical process is

for the two are inexiricavly interwined.”

B Tl B el sl ik . g
E.3.vexfield, Christolory end Critiecisn, New York:
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xford, 1928, ». 105,
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the consciousness of Jesus 1s rocted too deep in the

sources ever to Le rewoved by any critical zrocess. If

disciples coms to regerd Him as the liessiah efter His

1

Gdistinction, between Jswish Christianity anéd EHsllenistic
Paul was the Tounder of & new relizion

of syncxretisn. Eut there is no rseson to introduce tais
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7 into Croristianity. Xeul wes not a new

Te, faul ned xcovn

nning

the Christien moversrct, Werfield says, from its bes
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"iirst from tihe outside, &s cne of the chief agents in its
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of existexntizl philosonny.
fhe writer's conclusion is that we must reject in

toto Bultmenn's theory of the demythoclogizaticn of tre Wew

-

Testameat. The ressons way we reject it zxe: 1. Kis
concept of =Zxistence leads to the deificetion of autonomous

human neture. 2. Eulbtmsnn does not belisve in suvsrnaturel

Q

Tacts. Averything must ve subjectively understecd
secomes truth for hime. In this Bultisenn ard the otvhsr

existentiaelists limit their epistemology to certain limitved

supjective knowledge. The Curistian view of tie world an

reality. 3. DBultmenn does speak of God, but it is not the

God and father of our Lord Jesus Carist. He 1s 2 philosophic
Ged. This God 1s created on the pattern of huwuan existence,

and is & hidden God, wiao aes not given us &ny real true
prepcsitional revelaticn of Fimself. Xe is not persoral
nor cen ne periorn miracies., Human existence cen be suiced
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